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Dear Reader,
It is with great pleasure that I present to you the Winter 2018 edition of The Grassroots Journal. A subsidiary of Borderless World Volunteers, the Journal strives to
serve as an open access forum for discourse relating to international development.
Aside from our semesterly print edition, The Grassroots Journal publishes creative
pieces and articles online several times a week at thegrassrootsjournal.org. Topics
covered by our staff writers and artists this fall have included Technology, Civil
Rights, Labour, and Geography & Travel, and we are fortunate to have been able
to expand to other topics for our print edition thanks to the many contributions received from the McGill community this semester.
The Grassroots team has doubled in size this year, and for the first time ever includes staff artists. I am proud to say that this year’s writers and artists have consistently produced some of the highest quality pieces in our history. The entire team
deserves many congratulations for their work, which can be found either online or
in the following pages.
The print edition would not have been possible without the passion and hard work
put in by our VPs Fundraising/External Cameron Lee and Carla Trigoso, Artistic
Director Louise Efthimiou, Assistant Editor Maria Fustic, and Copy Editors Marie-Agnès Claverie and Claire Avisar.
As writers and artists, it is our hope that our work inspires you to reflect, to criticize
and to communicate. We encourage all readers to delve deeper into their international development studies and share their thoughts and findings as we have.
Sincerely,
Emma Gunther
Editor in Chief

All works contained in this journal are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

2

Table of Contents

Replacing Humanity 								
4
by Veronika Sanada-Kailich
CC to all 									
6
by M-A
Factionalism, Sanctions, Defeat: How the September 25th 2017 Referendum Reversed Proespects for a Viable Independent Kurdish State
7
by Laura Oprescu
No Man’s Land								
17
by M-A
Sousveillance 									
18
by Emilienne Hamel
Low Battery 								
19
by Ceren Muratli
Cold hands and burning hearts: The health risks and repercussions of protesting 20
by Albert Park
Black Voices Matter								
22
by Anna Xu
Lone Wolf 									
23
by Ha-Nhu Nguyen
The Practice of Freedom: Investigating the Intesrections of Power, Authority, and
Education at We Day 								
24
by Hannah Siden
Two Types of Montrealers 							
32
by Caroline Kirmer
American Horror Story
						
33
by Caroline Kirmer
Pauli 										
34
by Lucy Brock
Perfect Match								
37
by Ceren Muratli
Before, Now, After 								
38
by Rasha Lama
Technology and Representation 						
39
by Su Ning Goh
Untitled Piece 									
43
by Anna Xu
Nigeria’s Nollywood industry blurs the line between “old” and “new” technology 44
by Taylor Mitchell
Are We Losing Touch?							
46
by Ha-Nhu Nguyen
2.14.18							
47
by Veronika Sanada-Kailich
Cover by Chantel Yung: Untitled piece

3

Replacing Humanity, Veronika Sanada-Kailich

4

5

CC TO ALL
M-A

“The struggle of many civil rights activists is gaining the attention of key political players
to acknowledge issues in present-day society. The effort to bypass political games in
order to gain genuine progress seems like a herculean task, in which not just activists,
but citizens can also engage in (by performing such tasks as notifying their respective
representative about these issues).”
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Factionalism, Sanctions, Defeat:
How the September 25th 2017
Referendum Reversed Prospects
for a Viable, Independent Kurdish State

Since the Treaty of Lausanne in
1923, when the borders of modern Turkey
were established without a provision for the
cessation of an autonomous Kurdistan1, the
Kurds have faced widespread repression in
regions dominated by their ethnic group.
The original Kurdistan territory, promised
in the Treaty of Sevres2, included regions
of Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Syria, leading to a
pattern of suppression by governments that
feared the loss of territory by Kurdish secessionist movements. This has resulted in the
genocide of tens of thousands of Kurds, as
well as the displacement of millions3. This
was particularly devastating under Saddam Hussein’s Anfal campaign, after which
no-fly zones were implemented by the U.S.
government over Kurdish-majority regions
of northern Iraq4. This effectively partitioned the Kurdish portion of Iraq and led to
the establishment of the first iteration of the
KRG in 1992. Following the fall of Saddam
Hussein’s regime in 2003, a surge in Kurdish nationalism led to the implementation of
a new Iraqi constitution which included a
provision for a semi-autonomous Kurdistan
region of Iraq, to be governed by the KRG.

Laura Oprescu
Introduction
Prior to the September 25th 2017
referendum, the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) had viable prospects for
an eventual Kurdish state – the KRG was
in possession of large oil reserves, had established trade relations with neighbouring countries Turkey and Iran, and had
demonstrated to the international community that they were capable of governing
the semi-autonomous region of Kurdistan.
Following the referendum, there has been
a withdrawal of support from the international community and the imposition of
sanctions from Baghdad and neighbouring
countries on the KRG. Most severely, the
KRG has lost control of the oil-rich city of
Kirkuk in a demonstration of factionalism
within the Kurdish militia, the Peshmerga.
Given the KRG’s internal fragmentation,
poor relations with Baghdad, and a lack of
international support following the September 25th referendum, a prospective, viable,
independent Kurdish state is looking increasingly unlikely.

Despite Baghdad’s willingness
to cooperate with the KRG to establish a
degree of autonomy for the Kurds, it has
staunchly opposed the Kurdish bid for independence and has called it unconstitutional5. Masoud Barzani, president of the
KRG from 2005 to 2017, pushed for an
independence referendum against the rec-

Background

1
2
3
4
5

Romano, David. pp.202
The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. “Treaty of Sèvres.”
“US-Kurdish Relations.”
Ibid.
Al Jazeera. “Iraq refuses talks with Kurds about referendum results.”
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ommendation of the international community. The international consensus was that
a referendum would cause backlash from
Baghdad as Iraq rushed to reassert its sovereignty, and would distract from efforts to
combat ISIS in the region. In addition, the
referendum was expected to raise tensions
between the Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) – two parties that have been in
conflict for decades. Despite these recommendations, Barzani proceeded to conduct
the referendum – an independent Kurdistan
declared under Barzani’s guidance would
have consolidated his power as president of
Kurdistan, despite being two years past his
legal term limit6. Instead, the failure of the
referendum delegitimized Barzani’s seat in
government and lead to swift backlash from
the international community – the Kurds
have seen flights to Erbil suspended, their
armed forces defunded and trade restrictions
imposed by their biggest economic partner, Turkey. Following the loss of Kirkuk’s
oilfields, after 12 years as president of the
KRG, Masoud Barzani stepped down on
November 1st, 2017. The Kurds currently
lack leadership, economic resources, and
backing from the international community,
making the establishment of an independent
Kurdistan incredibly unlikely in the current
climate.

the PUK, the Movement for Change Party
(Gorran) and other small parties and independent candidates. Historically, power in
the KRG has been held by a KDP-PUK
coalition largely based on tribal ties to the
Barzani and Talabani families—Barzani’s
family has dominated the KDP since its
inception and has run the party based on
tribal affiliations, nepotism and patronage
networks; similarly, the Talabani family has
largely controlled the PUK. In 2009, Gorran
splintered from the PUK and gained 25 of
100 seats in parliament, running on a campaign of anti-corruption and anti-nepotism7.
Such a strong victory for a newly emerging
party is indicative of the internal distrust for
the tribal structures and corruption that prevail within the KRG.
The seizure of Kirkuk and its surrounding oil fields in October 2017 by the
Iraqi government demonstrated a lack of
unified administration within the KRG and
emphasised factionalism within the Peshmerga. The KDP and PUK retained their
own Peshmerga forces following unification under the KRG in 20058, but the Peshmerga have largely collaborated in the fight
against ISIS. Surrender by PUK-controlled
Peshmerga units facilitated the advance of
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRCG) on the southeastern part of Kirkuk9
and demonstrated that Peshmerga units operate on political loyalty over loyalty to the
government. This move demonstrates the
extent to which the KDP and PUK are not
united, and has fractured what remains of

Internal Fragmentation: KDP, PUK and
Others
The KRG is composed of the KDP,

6
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9

Ibid.
“Gorran Movement for Change.”
“PUK leader: Kurdistan faces real threat of civil war.”
Abdulrazaq, Tallha. “Iraq’s reconquest of Kirkuk checks Kurdish secession.”
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the tense relationship between Baghdad and
the KRG. As long as the Peshmerga are divided on party lines, Kurdish independence
is incredibly unlikely.

Preconditions for the September
25 referendum should have been political
and economic stability. Without a united
administration, regardless of the outcome
of the referendum, an independent Kurdish
state would not be viable. A united administration is necessary to ensure a transition
to independence, both to ensure that the
Kurdish government is able to manage an
emerging economy and that the international community sees the potential for a viable
independent Kurdish state and offers their
support. Elimination of corruption and patronage are precursors to a united administration, which is unlikely to happen without
major reforms within the KRG.
th

Nationalism, as both a political ideology and a common sentiment, could be
the solution to Kurdistan’s factional splintering10. The KRG could use nationalism as
an unifying ideology to supersede factional, tribal and religious ties among various
Kurdish political parties and Peshmerga
units. Nationalism as a shared sentiment has
been a unifying factor in the past, as demonstrated by the shared grief over Kurdish
casualties in the fight against ISIS. Fostering nationalism will be necessary to unite
Kurdish factions and begin the process of
state-building – without a unified KRG,
there is no hope for an independent Kurdistan. However, history has proven just how
difficult it is to overcome factional ties. Barzani’s resignation could allow more room
for other Kurdish parties to influence parliament, or it could mean another member of
the Barzani family taking his place until the
2018 election11. Elimination of corruption
and nepotism within the KRG are necessary
for this to happen – this is unlikely as both
the KDP and the PUK have been run by the
Barzani and Talabani families respectively
for the duration of their existences, and despite Gorran’s successes in parliament they
have not been able to overwhelm the KDPPUK majority.

Crumbling Relationship with Baghdad
Despite dramatic policy changes in
favour of Kurdish rights and self-government since the overthrow of Saddam Hussein’s regime, Baghdad has remained firmly opposed to the Kurdish independence
movement. Baghdad views a breakaway
Kurdish state as a threat to its sovereignty12,
particularly if Kurdistan claims Kirkuk or
other resource-rich areas as part of its own
territory. The threat of losing oil revenues
to an independent Kurdistan could force
Iraq to tie the hands of Kurdistan’s most
important trade partners by threatening to
cut off trade with countries that also trade
with Kurdistan – following increased pressure from Baghdad following the Kurdish

10
11
12

Dalay, Galip. “Kurdish nationalism will shape the region’s future.”
Al Jazeera. “Masoud Barzani to step down as KRG president.”
Alireza Nadar, Larry Hanauer, Brenna Allen, and Ali G. Scotten. “Regional Implications
of an Independent Kurdistan.”
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referendum, Turkey threatened to cease all
oil trade with the KRG, despite being their
biggest trading partner13. Kurdistan cannot claim disputed territories, particularly
Kirkuk, without undermining Iraq’s sovereignty. However, as Kirkuk is essential to
Kurdistan’s future prospects as an economically viable state, the referendum could not
have been conducted without the inclusion
of Kirkuk.
The inclusion of Article 140 in
Iraq’s 2005 constitution attempts to address
the forceful displacement and discrimination the Kurds faced under Saddam Hussein’s ‘Arabisation’ campaign14. Article
140 calls for a ‘normalisation’ process by
which Kurds are to be returned to Kirkuk,
followed by a census and lastly a referendum to determine whether Kirkuk should
join the Kurdistan region15. The referendum
was to be held by December 31st, 2007, but
has not taken place, leaving the question of
which side has a legitimate legal claim to
governance of the city unanswered. Until a
decision has been made regarding which
side has a legal claim to Kirkuk, Kurdistan
cannot claim it as part of their legal territory without unconstitutionally undermining
Iraq’s sovereignty.
Before Saddam Hussein’s Anfal
campaign, which involved the genocide of

tens of thousands of Kurds and the forcible
relocation of hundreds of thousands of others, Kirkuk’s population was 48% Kurdish16. Part of the campaign was the process
of ‘Arabisation’ of various regions of Iraq,
which involved the forcible relocation of
hundreds of thousands of Kurds and their
replacement with Arab families17. This decimated the Kurdish population in Kirkuk and
fostered resentment between the Kurds that
relocated to Kirkuk following the downfall
of Saddam Hussein’s regime and the Arab
families that were moved there during the
Anfal campaign. Kirkuk also contains sites
of the Anfal genocide, which consisted of
chemical attacks and mass executions of
Kurds,18 and carry emotional significance
for the Kurdish people. Since the return of
thousands of Kurds to Kirkuk, the KRG
have claimed the city on the basis of ethnic
majority and cultural significance – since
no census has been conducted since 195719,
this majority is disputed, and while cultural significance gives the Kurds a claim to
Kirkuk, it will not be sufficient for the Iraqi
government to concede the city to the KRG.
In October 2017 the Iraqi government, with assistance from Iranian forces,
seized the region containing Kirkuk from
Kurdish Peshmerga forces in a move that
had severe implications for the Kurdish
economy. As of November 11th 2017, the

13

Mehul Srivastava, and Najmeh Bozorgmehr. “Financial Times Turkey, Iran and Iraq
pledge to act jointly against Kurdistan.”
14
Nahwi Saeed. “The Kurdish Referendum and the Status of Kirkuk.”
15
Ibid.
16
Ibid.
17
Ibid.
18
“The Anfal Campaign.” Hrw.org.
19
Michael Knights, and Ahmed Ali. “Kirkuk in Transition.”
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Iraqi government has agreed to export up
to 60,000 barrels of crude oil per day from
Kirkuk to Iran’s Kermanshah province20,
a number that could increase. Until Baghdad’s seizure of Kirkuk’s oil fields, the majority of oil from the region was exported
to the Turkish port of Ceyhan through a
KRG-owned and operated pipeline. Barzani
has stated that the KRG’s oil revenue has
fallen to less that fifty percent of what it had
been before October 16th21, when the Iraqi
government launched their offensive on the
region. The KRG must negotiate a deal with
Baghdad to retake control of Kirkuk—or
find another industry to invest in—otherwise, Kurdistan has no future prospects as
an economically viable state.

claim to a share of oil revenues22. Historically, these have seen little success and are
unlikely to change Baghdad’s position23.

Resolving disputes over territorial
control and oil revenue sharing will be incredibly difficult. Iraq’s constitution states
that its federal regions are responsible for
their own domestic affairs, while Baghdad’s
central government is responsible for international affairs. Whether the KRG’s signing
of international oil contracts is constitutional has been a subject of conflict between
Baghdad and the KRG – particularly now
that Baghdad has control of Kirkuk, the
KRG lacks a strong bargaining position as
they have neither the constitution nor occupation of the territory to support their
claims. Likely the only way forward will lie
in UN-mediated talks, focusing primarily
on the constitutional viability of the KRG’s

By choosing to hold an independence referendum without backing from a
single international power, Kurdistan has
forced the hands of the international community – international powers cannot support an independent Kurdistan without risking instability in the region and condemning
their relations with Baghdad. Neighbouring
countries Turkey and Iran have two primary goals: to secure the best oil deal with
the most stable neighbour, and to prevent
Kurdish secessionist movements within their own territory. Neither country can
afford to lose Iraq as a trading partner for
oil, regardless of how quickly Kurdish oil
reserves were growing prior to Iraq’s takeover of Kirkuk. Additionally, both fear that

20
21
22

22
23
24

Inclusion of Kirkuk in the September 25 referendum was seen by non-Kurdish residents of Kirkuk as a power-grab by
the KRG24 – retaking control of Kirkuk in
the wake of the referendum has allowed
Baghdad to reassert its sovereignty by
demonstrating control over its territory. The
KRG will require international backing if
they are to attempt to retake Kirkuk – something they are unlikely to receive in the current political deadlock.
th

International Support: Turkey, Iran, and the
U.S.

Calcuttawala, Zainab. “Baghdad Agrees To Ship Kirkuk Oil To Iran.”
Ibid.
Ibid.
“Oil and Borders: How to Fix Iraq’s Kurdish Crisis.”
Christie. “U.N. launches report on Iraq’s contested Kirkuk.”
Rebecca Collard. “The Kurdish Independence Referendum Could Rip Kirkuk Apart.”
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a successful Kurdish independence movement in Iraq would foster Kurdish nationalism in the region, leading to secessionist
movements within their own countries. The
U.S.’s primary concern in the region is combating ISIS and it fears that instability will
detract from anti-ISIS efforts— following
the referendum, the U.S. has stopped paying Peshmerga salaries for fear of irritating Baghdad25. The threat of instability has
caused relations between Turkey, Iran and
Iraq to thaw, forming a united front against
the KRG26;
In the last decade, Ankara has loosened its stance on Kurdish territorial expansion and has maintained close economic ties
with the KRG27.Given Turkey’s increasing
inclusion of their own Kurdish population in
Turkish politics, and repeated opportunities
for Turkish President Erdogan to consolidate his power following failed attempts at
Kurdish political mobilisation, Ankara has
no reason to fear a successful Kurdish secessionist movement in Turkey28. Nonetheless,
following the September 25th referendum,
Ankara threatened severe restrictions on oil
trade with the KRG and a spokesman for
the Turkish government stated that Turkish
armed forces would no longer train Peshmerga forces29. Despite the PKK’s inabili-

25

lash.”

ty to successfully mobilise Turkish Kurds,
Ankara fears that sharing a border with an
independent Kurdistan would cause a resurgence in Kurdish nationalism in Turkey,
causing Kurdish-majority regions along the
border to declare their independence. Additionally, Turkey shares a border with several
semi-autonomous Kurdish regions of Syria
and fears that the Syrian Kurds have been
harbouring PKK members in their territory30. As long as there is a risk of Kurdish
secessionist movements in Turkey, Ankara cannot support a Kurdish independence
movement in Iraq.
Iran’s Kurdish population has a
degree of autonomy that is maintained by
Kurdish representatives in both provincial
government and the Iranian parliament31.
Similarly to Turkey, Iran’s leader Ali
Khamenei fears that an independent Kurdistan sharing a border with its own Kurdish-majority areas would spark nationalism
in the region and spur secessionist movements in Iran. Iran does not have the history of PKK activism that Turkey has, but
nonetheless will bandwagon onto the fear of
secessionist movements.
The U.S.’s primary concern in the
region is combating ISIS and Washington

Thuffman. “Pentagon stops paying peshmerga salaries amid Kurdish independence back-

26

Mehul Srivastava, and Najmeh Bozorgmehr. “Financial Times Turkey, Iran and Iraq
pledge to act jointly against Kurdistan.”
27
Alireza Nadar, Larry Hanauer, Brenna Allen, and Ali G. Scotten. “Regional Implications
of an Independent Kurdistan.” pp. 77
28
Ibid pp. 58
29
Al Jazeera. “Turkey raises oil threat after Iraqi Kurds’ referendum.”
30
“Turkey v Syria’s Kurds v Islamic State.”
31
Basravi, Zein. “Haider al-Abadi takes a victory lap in Tehran.”
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has previously funded and trained Peshmerga forces for this purpose32. The U.S. feared
that the political climate in the region was
not ready to receive a bid for Kurdish independence, and that the resulting instability
would hinder efforts against ISIS as Baghdad and its allies ceased training and funding of Peshmerga forces. While the intent
behind defunding the Peshmerga is to weaken the KRG’s ability to repel Iraqi forces as
Baghdad and its allies rush to reclaim disputed territories in order to reassert Iraq’s
territorial sovereignty, a consequence of a
weakened Peshmerga will be a weakened
ability to repel ISIS attacks. This predicted series of events prevented the U.S. from
backing a Kurdish independence vote, and
will continue to block the Kurdish bid for
independence as long the movement causes
instability in the region.
Before Baghdad’s seizure of
Kirkuk, Kurdistan’s oil industry was rapidly growing, making the KRG an attractive
trading partner to accommodate Turkey’s
rapidly expanding energy sector33. Despite
this, Ankara threatened to impose severe
trade restrictions on the KRG following the
September 25th referendum – Iraq is both a
larger partner in oil trade and a viable, consolidated state, making the loss of trade relations with Iraq a more severe option. Until
Kurdistan shows prospects for viable independence, Ankara will side with Iraq, as
Iraq is a federal state with a greater ability

to fund their energy sector.
The PUK supports oil trade with
Iran and encouraged Baghdad and Tehran
to build a pipeline to export crude oil from
Kirkuk. Iran has had close ties to the PUK
and the Talabani family, and has used this
to influence Kurdish politics. The surrender of PUK-controlled Peshmerga units at
Kirkuk was orchestrated by Iran with the
knowledge that an Iraqi-government controlled Kirkuk would be exponentially more
lucrative for Tehran. Barzani and the KDP
strongly opposed oil export to Iran, and despite a memorandum34 between Baghdad
and Iran concerning the project in February, the pipeline has not begun construction.
Following Baghdad’s recapture of Kirkuk,
Iran will receive 60,000 barrels per day
(bpd) of crude oil from the Iraqi government; talks concerning the pipeline, which
will be designed to transport up to 650,000
bpd to Iranian domestic refineries and for
export35, will resume. As long as Baghdad
is trading Kirkuk oil with Tehran, Iran must
side with Iraq or risk losing a multi-billion
dollar oil deal.
If the KRG manages to stabilise
politically in coming years, Ankara’s position on Kurdish independence could
change. Turkish armed forces have trained
Peshmerga in the past, and if the KRG appeared poised to attempt another takeover
of Kirkuk, Ankara could resume training.

32
33
34

Calamur, Krishnadev. “Why Doesn’t the U.S. Support Kurdish Independence?”
“From Rep. of Turkey Ministry of Foreign Affairs.”
Chmaytelli, Maher, and Jason Neely. “Iraq and Iran sign MoU on Kirkuk oil export pipeline study.”
35
Rasheed, Ahmed, Dmitry Zhdannikov, and Bozorgmehr Sharafedin. “Oil seen as real
prize of Iran’s Kurdish adventure.”
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Turkey will support whichever state appears more stable and more powerful, and
therefore more able to arrange the best contract to support their growing energy industry – without Kirkuk, Kurdistan has no economic prospects as a viable, independent
state; with Kirkuk, it could become a viable
trading alternative to Iraq. If corruption and
sectarian rivalries overcome Iraq, thus making it an unstable trading partner, Kurdistan
could secede without backlash from the international community – this would allow
Ankara to support Kurdish independence
and re-enter trading agreements with Kurdistan. However, this is unlikely to happen as
long as Iraq has the support of the international community.
If the Kurds were to retake Kirkuk,
and PUK influence in the KRG strengthened significantly, Iran may reconsider its
position on Kurdish independence. If the
KRG retook Kirkuk but the KDP remained
in power, Iran would be unlikely to change
its stance on independence as the KDP
would likely maintain that it did not want
to trade oil with Iran. However, if the KRG
retook Kirkuk and the PUK significantly
strengthened their influence in the KRG,
Iran may soften its stance on independence
as a PUK-majority government would likely trade Kirkuk’s oil with Iran. This is unlikely to occur unless the Peshmerga find
alternative sources of funding and are able
to overcome the divisions between the KDP
and the PUK.
In the current political climate, with
the relationship between Baghdad and the
Kurds as hostile as it is, international powers have been forced to choose between a
consolidated oil giant and its rapidly-grow-

ing, semi-autonomous rival. Following a
rash referendum (against the advice of the
international community), the KRG has
forced an ultimatum into the hands of its
previous supporters – without a stable government or a viable economic plan, the international community has no choice but to
side with Baghdad against the KRG. Either
the Kurds must become a stronger, more
stable trading option than Iraq, or come to a
consensus with Baghdad that will allow the
international community to trade with both
governments non-exclusively, before the international community will have the option
of reconsidering relations with the Kurds.
Additionally, if the Iraqi state weakens, the
Kurds will have a strong bid for independence, but this is unlikely as the international community is currently backing Iraq.
Conclusion
The September 25th independence
referendum has significantly set back the
Kurdish bid for independence. Ex-president Barzani ignored the recommendations
of the international community and held
a referendum that led to heightened divisions within the KRG, the deterioration of
an already strained relationship with Baghdad, and backlash from the international
community. The PUK’s willingness to cooperate with Iran against the wishes of the
KDP-controlled KRG demonstrated to the
international community exactly how deep
internal divisions run in the KRG. Following the loss of Kirkuk’s oil fields, the KRG
no longer has a viable economic base for
a prospective independent Kurdish state.
Lastly, the defunding of Peshmerga and the
imposition of trade restrictions by the international community have left the KRG in
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a significantly weakened position to retain
its current level of autonomy. Rather than a
move towards independence, the September
25th referendum has increased the KRG’s
dependence on the Iraqi government.
Immediate UN-mediated intervention will be necessary to attempt to salvage
the KRG’s relationship with Baghdad. Talks
should focus on the territorial control of
Kirkuk and other disputed areas, the sharing
of oilfields and oil revenues, and government revenue-sharing with the KRG to fund
the Peshmerga and other services. If Baghdad begins to fund the Peshmerga again,
other powers will follow, as it is in the interests of the international community to have
a strong Peshmerga to contribute to the fight
against ISIS. Finally, talks between regional neighbours Turkey and Iran should be
conducted to restructure trade agreements,
factoring in provisions made with the Iraqi
government for shared control of oil fields.
Only after this will stability begin to return
to the region, allowing the Kurdish economy to begin recovery, and for relations with
the international community to thaw.
Reconstruction will be a lengthy
process. Previous UN talks between Baghdad and the KRG have not been successful,
as neither side has been willing to compromise on the issues of oil and territory. If
relations with Iraq cannot be repaired, then
the international community will be forced
to side with Iraq – the international community must side with a consolidated state
over a regional government with poor prospects for independence. Without control of
Kirkuk, Kurdistan currently has no viable
economic prospects that would support an
independence bid. Lastly, as a precursor to

any other condition for a Kurdish independence bid, the issues of nepotism and corruption within the KRG must be resolved.
This will be the most difficult challenge for
the KRG to overcome, as tribal ties have
been ingrained in Kurdish political parties
since their establishments. Given the political climates within the KRG, Iraq and the
international community, a successful bid
for Kurdish independence is incredibly unlikely.
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No Man’s Land
M-A

“Technology plays an interesting role in shaping our environment. I’ve been thinking about popular
science fiction movies and/or films that have a futuristic depiction of Earth (ex: ‘Tron: Legacy’,
‘Blade Runner’, ‘Akira’, ‘WALL-E’, and ‘Her’), as well as T.V. shows (Black Mirror, Cowboy
Bepop, Star Trek) that depict humanity (or alien species) tinged with solitude. Protagonists appear to
exist in a vast vacuum of space, where technology (taking the shape of: main characters, transportation, communication, etc) are seen as prevailing accessories that heighten common themes such as:
miscommunication, loneliness, and (in)humanity.
Whether or not humanity and technology can engage in a harmonious relationship is yet to be determined. But, this foretold solitude, prescribed in such movies and T.V. shows, predicts a chilling
vision of the future.”
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Sousveillance

Emilienne Hamel

“The piece is a reflection on sousveillance (watching from below, or watching the

watchers). Essentially, a society of constant surveillance is perpetuated by each
member interacting within that system. However, each person within that system
has a choice to metamorph from being passively surveilled to acting as a check on
authority, actively reinforcing the power of the citizen and balancing the perspectives given validity in the eyes of justice. Citizen surveillance is a tool for giving
voice to civil right and a contested topic of civil justice itself.”
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Low Battery
Ceren Muratli

“Medium: Eyeshadow, nail polish, band-aid, flour, markers. I finished it digitally.”
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Cold hands
The health

and burning hearts:
risks and repercus-

sions of protesting

Albert Park
All around the world today, people are protesting. Some march in peaceful
demonstrations while others riot in anger.
Since 1979, there has been over 250 million
recorded events of protests, and the number
seems to be growing more rapidly as time
goes on (Stuster). There is no doubt that
protests have, and will, continue to shape
the course of human civilization and play
a key role in the development of society.
While the political, social and psychological impacts of protests are greatly studied
and debated, it is also imperative to consider the physical dangers and long-term health
risks associated with it, in hopes of devising
cautionary measures that will maximize the
safety of everyone involved in protest activities.
Before delving into the topic, it must
be addressed that many of the dangers that
will be discussed are related to riots caused
by violent protesters and tactics employed
by protest policing. The question of how, or
even whether, protests should be made less
violent, as well as the debate around militarization of protest policing, is far beyond
the scope of this article. Therefore, no attempts will be made to discuss or suggest
safer methods of demonstrating or policing.
Instead, the piece will address some of the
most common dangers in protesting as it is
present now, without regarding reasons and
debates for why current practices should be
changed.
Many riot control measures used
by police and military personnel can pose
serious dangers to anyone involved in a

protest. One of the most common tactics
used by police to disperse crowds is the
tear gas, which most commonly includes
the eye irritant chlorobenzylidenemalononitrile (CNS) (“A closer look at riot control
methods”). In Canada, tear gas was used by
the police during the tuition hike protests in
Quebec in 2012 (“Riot police use tear gas
to control student protest”). The gas immediately causes irritation to the eyes, nose,
skin, mouth, and respiratory tract, causing
choking and coughing among many other
symptoms. Research has found that exposure can be linked with persistent symptoms
such as difficulty in breathing, and possible
long-term damage to the respiratory tract
and nervous system, especially for people
chronically subject to the compound for
long periods (Craig et al.). There are also
many recorded cases of death associated
with high exposure to tear gas, particularly
in enclosed spaces (Craig et al.).
While protesters have devised and
suggested various procedures to limit the
effects of tear gas, the safest and most important steps to take when exposed to the
compound is to: disperse from the area,
cough, spit, and rinse one’s eyes with cold
water. Any further steps should be taken
with proper medical knowledge or consultation. Additionally, protesters should avoid
using lotions and skin oils before attending
any rallies where CNS could be used, as
these can trap the chemicals and prolong
their effects. Gas masks, goggles or wet
napkins over the nose can provide a little
bit of protection against tear gas, although
longer exposure will still pose significant
danger (“Safety During Protest”).
Besides tear gas, riot police also
employ a number of blunt weapons, such as
batons, as well as a number of non-penetrating rounds, including plastic bullets, rubber
bullets and bean-bag rounds. These arma-
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ments, although intended to be non-lethal,
can cause serious injuries at close range,
and can be fatal if one is shot in the head.
Rubber bullets were used by Isreali police
against Palestine protesters during demonstration in 2002, and medical records have
shown that at least 151 deaths were caused
by rubber bullets (Siegel-Itzkovich). A
study on 90 patients injured by rubber bullets found that 17 of them suffered permanent injuries or deformities, with one death
(Miller).

cautions have been laid out by the Amnesty
International.

While tear gas and non-penetrative
rounds are the most common crowd control
methods used by the police in dire situations
in North America, there are countless other
measures and equipment used by riot police
around the world, some much more deadly. Even more, protesters themselves can
often harm one another, both intentionally
and unintentionally, especially in the cases
of large, violent riots. Attempts by the police to disperse large crowds often result
in a chaotic stampede, endangering those
who get pushed along and trip. There is also
the danger of fires being caused during riots, which could be a big concern, particularly for those with respiratory problems
(“Demonstrations, Protests, and Crowds”).

Health concerns are not limited to
chaotic protests where police are involved.
Even in a peaceful demonstration, there are
cautions one should take to ensure that they
do succumb to fatigue or stress. As demonstrations can span many hours and travel to
different locations, it is important that those
participating in them wear comfortable running shoes and clothes appropriate for the
weather. Another risk inherent with being
in close proximity with a large number of
people is the spread of contagious diseases, such as the flu. Therefore, as trivial as
it may seem in the face of what is at stake,
self-care basics such as maintaining a proper diet and sleep schedule, staying hydrated, and practicing good hygiene, should not
be ignored when one is attending protests,
as to minimize the risk of falling ill. There
are numerous tools and supplies protesters should bring to rallies to help sustain
their well-being, including water, high-energy snacks, hand-sanitizers, first-aid kits,
among others (Mak). Anyone interested in
attending a rally should read over a guide
or article suggesting what essentials they
should pack.

Preparedness is the only way to
minimize dangers during violent riots. Protesters should familiarize themselves with
their surroundings and location, and look
for spots to escape to should they find themselves feeling endangered. They should also
be cognizant of nearby hospitals and have
an emergency contact in case things go
wrong (Warner). These are only some of the
most basic and essential examples; anyone
who is planning to attend demonstration or
marches should consult additional credible
guides on how to adequately prepare for
protests and respond to dangerous situations
such as tear gassings. Some suggested pre-

In truth, there is no amount of precaution that will be able to ensure everyone’s safety. Regardless, citizens should
be aware of the dangers and risks involved
with protests and plan around it. It must also
be considered that when impassioned protesters take to the street, their health might
not be their immediate priority, and indeed,
it is is this will to act and make sacrifices
that drives many movements. However, a
movement is only as strong as the people
in it, and it is crucial that protesters try their
best to sustain their own health and well-being, in order to ensure that their demonstration can continue and succeed.
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Black Voices Matter
Anna Xu
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Lone Wolf

Ha-Nhu Nguyen

“Even though marriage equality has been achieved, prejudices have never really disappeared.
What exactly is the ‘civil right’ we are fighting for? I believe we all need to take a step back and
think it through.” -N-H.
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The Practice of Freedom:
Investigating the Intersections
of Power, Authority, and Education at We Day
Hannah Siden
“When we have the courage to
question and move beyond what we know,
we open ourselves up to new and more
meaningful possibilities. For individuals
and whole societies, this has always been
the way of real progress and change” (9),
write Craig and Marc Kielburger in their
book Me to We: Turning Self-Help On Its
Head. While I agree with their statement,
I will argue that the Kielburgers do not go
far enough with their questions. Ultimately, with their model of education, they end
up promoting conformity and covering up
power dynamics while nonetheless marketing themselves as leaders of the “revolution[ary]… movement of our time”
(We Day). The Kielburger brothers are the
co-founders of the non-profit organization
Free the Children, the for-profit business Me
to We, and an annual youth empowerment
event called We Day. For the purpose of this
paper, I will focus on We Day, although I
will also touch on the other organizations as
they are interconnected, and I have personal
experience with them all.
In order to understand the We Day
model of development education, I will be
referencing critical pedagogy, which Giroux
defines as: the study of “how questions of
audience, voice, power, and evaluation actively work to construct particular relations
between teachers and students, institutions
and society, and classrooms and communities…. Pedagogy in the critical sense illuminates the relationship among knowledge,

authority, and power” (30). I will be looking
at the intersections between power, authority, and education in relation to We Day.
However, my goal with this paper, alongside critiquing the developmental and educational models promoted during We Day,
is to provide some alternative directions in
which to direct the clearly abundant energy that young people feel when faced with
the promise of creating social change. My
worry is not that young people today are apathetic – We Day is concerned with promoting an “end to apathy” (Free the Children)
– but rather, that We Day is managing to
successfully market capitalism and sticking
to the status quo as a form of revolutionary thought and practice. This diminishes
the real potential that young people hold for
questioning and dismantling existing oppressive systems, and it underestimates the
capacities of youth both within Canada and
abroad.
I will also mention my own experiences throughout the essay as seems relevant, and I will attempt to engage reflexively
with the ways in which I felt influenced by
Free the Children and We Day throughout
high school. I attended a private high school
in Vancouver that worked closely with Free
the Children’s lesson plans, promoted Me to
We’s voluntourism trips (I went to Kenya on
one of these in grade ten), and participated
in We Day annually. In 2010 I attended We
Day at Roger’s Arena in downtown Vancouver. In her article “We Day: The corporate
selling of progressive ethics and hope to
youth,” Janet Newbury, who attended the
same Vancouver 2010 event, describes the
scene:
We Day took place at the “Roger’s
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Centre” – a huge sports arena bearing
the name of a telecommunications
company. Waiting in line outside, the
kids danced to beats being pumped
from the promotional tent of a radio
station. Once through the doors, we
walked past opportunities to win free
stuff from “Nature’s Gate” (a “green”
food company) and buy bottled water
(the proceeds of which we could be
assured were contributing to a good
cause). Once past the T-shirt sales, we
made it in to our seats to be greeted
by a (reusable) bag of free stuff including coupons for Telus, Nature’s
Gate, Me to We promotional material,
a book, and a few other items. Then
we sat down, watching Telus, CTV,
and Omers Worldwide advertisements
slide across the screens in front of us as
we waited.
We Day itself was a rock concert and motivational speaker series in one. The crowd
cheered for Al Gore, then screamed even
louder for Hedley. I left the event feeling
uncomfortable, dizzied and disoriented by
the spectacle.
While my seventeen-year-old self
knew enough to have a gut feeling that
something was askew, had I not continued
on to study International Development at
university, I may have remained unable to
identify and articulate the reasons for my uneasiness1. In the face of We Day’s powerful
marketing, I was able to dismiss that feeling

throughout my high school education. As
co-captain of my school’s Social Responsibility Club, I pushed away my discomfort,
smiled, and made my announcements in
assembly encouraging people to attend We
Day. I clapped, sang, and screamed when
I was instructed to at We Day (often we
would be told to repeat our exclamations, as
the event was being filmed for television),
and absolutely—there were parts of it that
I found exciting. There are also undoubtedly good things about the event; it gives
a platform to some informed and important
speakers, and in many ways, it provides a
positive, motivating environment for young
people. Despite this, I believe that We Day
is a problematic model for education and
activism. By discussing themes such as capitalism, celebrity, spectacle, and self-help,
as well as looking at models of education
that stress critical pedagogy and healing, I
will, finally, begin to explain why.
As is perhaps evident from Newbury’s description of We Day, it is not
possible to discuss the event without mentioning its’ corporatization. Other attendees
have noted how We Day capitalizes on the
“desire [of participants] to transcend affluence without giving it up” (Jefferess 19) at
the same time as it “offer[s] corporations
the chance to donate to the poor in a high
profile way and thus portray their activities
in the third world as mutually beneficial or
even altruistically inspired” (Moore 56).
This results in “a misleading focus on pro-

1
To clarify, I still know very little about development ethics; what I have
learned, however, is largely in regards to how little I know, and the importance
therein of listening to people who have first-hand experience and are directly affected.
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viding aid in the form of stuff” (Moore 60);
for instance, Me to We’s voluntourism trips
to build schools in the ‘developing’ world
are heavily marketed at We Day, despite the
reality that there are “empty schools with
peoples’ names on them” in communities
where initiatives such as teacher training
might prove more useful (Moore 60). Me
to We items, such as clothing, water bottles, and jewelry, are also marketed and on
display at We Day. The suggested ‘We Day
Kit’ is comprised of ‘Me to We’ branded
items, including a ‘We Day’ smartphone application.
These examples stand in contrast to
Kielburgers’ assertions in Me to We: Turning Self-Help on Its Head that “something
is wrong with the notion that money equals
happiness” (18) and that they are trying to
combat the focus on “individualism and
material possessions [that] millions have
come to value above all else” (9). More importantly, the emphasis during We Day on
“compassionate consum[ption]” (Jefferess
22) obscures the power structures inherent
in capitalism, and the real structural issues
behind surface problems. As Olopade writes
in The Bright Continent: Breaking Rules
and Making Change in Africa: “The true
tragedy of bare feet is not shoeless-ness,
but poverty” (54). Kapoor takes Olopade’s
assertion one step further, arguing that “the
very concept of ‘poverty’ covers up the inequality wrought by capitalism. It tends
to assume that being poor is a question of
unfortunate circumstances or inappropriate
cultural characteristics” (34). Kapoor outlines some of the reasons why capitalism
contributes to inequality:
The historical development of

global capitalism has produced abundance alongside deprivation, and capital dispersal and concentration alongside inequity and unevenness…. In its
latest ‘neoliberal’ phase (mid-1980s
onwards), supported by market and
trade liberalization regimes, capitalism’s unquenchable thirst for surplus
value and new markets has meant the
super-exploitation of labour reserves
(ie sweatshops, primarily composed of
women), depriving many social groups
from adequate access to socioeconomic and environmental resources, particularly in the third world” (32).
The concept of “compassionate
consumption,” although it may seem somewhat paradoxical, is not necessarily negative; it can, for example, imply buying
sweatshop-free clothing. But—not to mention the classist nature of the idea, which I
will explore later in the essay—when it is
portrayed as the final answer, and as the
only option, it serves a dangerous purpose.
Like events such as the Live 8 concerts, We
Day “teaches that ‘There is No Alternative’
to neoliberal globalization, as the noise of
anti-globalization protest is drowned out by
a rock concert spectacle” (Biccum 1117).
This type of ‘education’ seems more along
the lines of indoctrination, and is antithetical to educational models that promote
more critical ways of teaching and learning.
The spotlight on celebrities during
We Day – and the blurring of the lines between the roles of celebrity, activist, and educator—is also problematic, because it too
allows for complexities to be overlooked,
and for existing power structures to remain
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unquestioned. Referencing Edward Said,
Kapoor writes that, “celebrity humanitarianism is bound up with nationalist/ Occidentalist discourse… [and] is blighted by
its collusion with… capital” (26-29). At
the We Day I attended in 2010, Hedley,
The Barenaked Ladies, and Colbie Caillat
were given top billing. However, they were
not the only celebrities in attendance; the
Kielburger brothers seemed to fit the category of celebrity as well. When Craig and
Marc Kielburger took the stage, “thrusting
their fists in the air and boldly and confidently listing their accomplishments against
how they have been disparaged as ‘naïve’
and ‘idealistic’” (Jefferess 27), they were
met with screams and declarations of love
from an adoring crowd. Jefferess even comments that “a newspaper report described
[them] as ‘the Beatles of good deeds’” (27).
A promotional image for We Day 2014 illustrates their celebrity status well; they are
positioned between Orlando Bloom, Selena
Gomez, and Marianas Trench on a speakers/
performers teaser list.
Since “celebrities tend to champion ‘safe’ and marketable topics,” radical change is written off in favor of “trying to cure the symptom[s]” (Kapoor 36).
The safety of these topics is covered over,
though. For example, the Keilburger brothers use language implying that they are part
of a revolutionary movement (for example,
“they told us we were dreamers”), and in
doing so, “act the part of the rebel” (Jefferess 27). In this way, We Day perpetuates the
“White Savior Industrial Complex” (Cole);
the heroes of the story become the ‘benevolent’ Westerners. As Olopade contends:
“Glamorizing foreign mediators fundamen-

tally disrespects the poor” (60). In fact, ‘the
poor’ are not even part of the conversation
at We Day. What Olopade writes about “UN
Week” could apply equally to We Day: “Celebrities, philanthropists, and heads of state
swarmed Turtle Bay in New York City for
committees and panels and parties…. Much
of the conversation was about the poor—
but nobody invited the poor. ‘They were
numbers. They were figures. And they were
invisible’” (63).
Layering the authority of celebrity
on top of that of aid worker and educator
(focusing here on the example of Craig
and Marc Kielburger), means that power
dynamics are enforced to such an extreme
degree that they become almost unquestionable. By proceeding “as though equality/
justice can be achieved without confronting
power, including their own” (Moeller 33),
the Kielburgers create an unequal ‘educational’ atmosphere that is not conducive
to open and critical learning. In her book
Teaching to Transgress: Education as the
Practice of Freedom, bell hooks articulates
the importance of mitigating power dynamics between students and teachers in order
to allow for an empowering, holistic educational model. She writes that “more than
anything [her professors] seemed enthralled
by the exercise of power and authority within their mini-kingdom, the classroom” and
that “it was particularly disappointing to encounter white male professors who claimed
to follow Freire’s [critical pedagogy] model even as their… practices were mired in
structures of domination” (17-18). Too often at We Day, the wrong people are handed
the microphone to talk about issues in ways
that reinforce the status quo. Listeners are
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discouraged from questioning that choice
because of clever marketing and existing,
unacknowledged power dynamics.
This emphasis on celebrity culture
mixed with the rock concert aesthetics, television screens, and advertisements at We
Day produced a spectacle of grand proportions. I felt the effects of sensory overload
at We Day; information and images arrived
in soundbite format, flashing for a few seconds and then gone. Pump up music was a
constant space-filler, and volunteer cheerleaders, dubbed ‘crowd pumpers’, sat at the
ends of every aisle, wearing brightly colored spandex and ready to wave pompoms
in the direction of anyone presuming to
appear disengaged. This push to transform
social change into spectacle means that
complex issues are reduced to “morality
play[s]” (Moeller 107). In Moeller’s words:
“Simplicity is not always a virtue. Images
overwhelm analysis” (153). Moeller also
compellingly observes that the juxtaposition of sobering news with superficial entertainment leads to “compassion fatigue”
(41), and is indicative of the West’s self-absorption:
Compassion fatigue is easier to
catch and harder to overcome if there
is something flashy that clamors for
our attention. One’s mind can linger
gratefully on frothy stories of celebrities or glitzy car and beer ads—in
effect, pushing away pictures of suffering…. ‘I wonder at the process by
which these pictures came to be juxtaposed…. The effect is jarring, and it
is one of the most telling judgments I
have seen on the ease with which the
self-absorbed First World is able to ig-

nore the suffering in the Third World’
(41).
Self-absorption and self-help are
prominent themes at We Day, despite the
Kielburger’s insistence on the idea of “turning self-help on its head.” We Day’s website professes: “We know you’ve been busy
growing change throughout the year, and
we can’t wait to recognize your actions at
We Day!” This sentiment was echoed so
many times during the event itself that I
began to wonder what exactly I had done
to warrant such an extravagant commendation. The answer I was looking for: not
much. The self-congratulatory tone meant
that the most important voices were missing, and the focus instead was on Western
‘hero’ and self-help narratives. Moeller
describes a similar situation in American
media coverage of the 1983-85 famine in
Ethiopia: “Stories that were included were
often not stories of Ethiopians but of Americans who were touched by the hunger and
needs of the starving” (120). When stories
of non-Westerners were told at We Day, the
narratives largely focused on the ‘other’ as
a source of inspiration, rather than allowing for a portrayal of full humanity. This
reduction of the ‘others’, into sources of
inspiration and self-help for Westerners, is
consistent with the way that We Day markets charity as ‘cool’; again, Westerners are
given the chance to gain social capital and
define themselves in relation to (and in juxtaposition with) the ‘other.’
This ‘cool’ identity and consumption of the ‘other’ is only attainable to a
certain class of people; those from the ‘developed world’ who can afford expensive
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voluntourism trips, for instance, or the latest ‘Me to We’ style. The classism inherent
in We Day’s “philosophy” (Jefferess 18) is
never mentioned. This is an unacceptable
oversight, especially for someone like me,
as I come from a privileged background and
was able to afford to go on a ‘Me to We’
trip to Kenya. As Jefferess says: “[We] must
be mindful of how these demands for happiness and fulfillment are bound up in the
cultural politics of privilege” (19). If Craig
and Marc Kielburger truly want to ensure
that We Day is a “worldwide movement that
proves anyone can change the world” (We
Day), they would do well to more closely
examine who exactly they are empowering,
as well as their own positionality as white
men speaking as ‘experts’ about comparatively disadvantaged groups.
In part because We Day is so centered on self-congratulation, and allows
participants to engage in “a performance of
self on a grand scale… paint[ing] ourselves
larger-than-life, or at least larger than our
lives in Canada” (Heron 43-44), activism
regarding local issues comes across as an
afterthought. The overwhelming emphasis
on positivity and, in particular, on Canada as a “place of order and safety, a good
country with (white middle-class) citizens
who care about the rest of the (non-white)
world… incorporates certain blind spots
that are crucial to our interpretation of a
continuum of need that calls us elsewhere,
to zones where relative material deprivation
secures our goodness” (Heron 54). These
blind spots are gaps in Canadian education. Recognizing this exposes aspects of
We Day’s hypocrisy, and also allows for a
way forward. Positivity and hope should not

necessitate disengagement from the uncomfortable aspects of examining our own positions within systems of power and privilege.
Although the Kielburgers have increasingly
been adding local content into We Day, this
content is still kept as a backburner issue,
and there is certainly a long ways to go.
So, while recognizing that understanding education must always be a work
in progress, what would a better model of
education look like? Perhaps, a good beginning point would be to consider Paulo
Freire’s assertion that “men and women
who lack humility (or have lost it) cannot
come to the people, cannot be their partners
in naming the world” (90). A sense of humility is utterly lacking at We Day, which
blinds participants to their own complicity
in systems of oppression and provides ‘justification’ for the amplification of voices that
already hold a great deal too much power.
Olopade writes: “Africans are speaking out,
to anyone who cares to listen” (64). This
applies to all voices that are silenced at We
Day – African and otherwise. Freire’s conceptualization of dialogue as an educational
tool could act as an antidote, for dialogue
necessarily requires listening, as well as a
diversity of thought and opinion.
Freire also notes that, “true dialogue cannot exist unless the dialoguers engage in critical thinking” (92). He uses the
term conscientizacao to “refe[r] to learning
to perceive social, political and economic
contradictions, and to take action against
the oppressive elements of reality” (35).
In addition, both bell hooks in Teaching
to Transgress: Education as the Practice of
Freedom and Cyndy Baskin in her article “I
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Don’t Know What Hurts More – To Shut
Up or Speak Up: Aboriginal Female Learners in the Academy” mention education as
the practice of healing. Baskin links the
idea of healing with conscientizacao, writing that, “until colonization practices end,
true healing cannot occur. Achieving widespread awareness of colonization is the crucial work of today” (41). hooks speaks of
“the teacher as a healer” who should “cal[l]
on students to be active participants, to link
awareness with practice” (14).
Healing also means engaging with
diverse world views with respect and openness. Baskin writes about this in regards to
Canadian Aboriginal world views, but the
concept can be widely applicable:
A few women raised the point of
learning about Aboriginal world views
for the purpose of promoting healing
for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students. One woman addressed
this notion of healing by saying, “Incorporating Aboriginal world views is
important to re-establish and repair relationships, to understand the interconnectedness and how this world [needs
to operate in order to] respect cultural beliefs and values. Besides understanding the impact and effects of colonization, they’re also learning [about]
our own history and way of life before
contact, so it’s learning from each other.” If one believes that all peoples of
the world have a great deal to offer one
another and that life is a reciprocal process, then the point this woman raises
is significant in all areas of education
(31-32).
More substantive education about the histo-

ries and cultures of the ‘developing’ world
is necessary in order for students to gain a
fuller understanding of and a respect for the
areas we often view simply as charity cases.
To illustrate this point on a personal
level, in high school, I was taught the history of North America and Europe, while
the only education that I had regarding the
‘developing’ world came in the form of the
Social Responsibility Club, which was ‘service-based.’ We fundraised for charity, but
there was little actual education regarding
the areas we were fundraising for. This leads
to an a-historical representation of the ‘developing’ world, and it negates the diversity
and agency of people living all across the
globe. Despite the money we sent to Free
the Children, no real educational progress
or understanding was made, and the ‘savior’
mentality was left intact and unquestioned.
I could have questioned this mentality in a more aggressive and obvious way
during high school; certainly, people have
and do, even with no formal “conscientizacao”-type education. I could have acted
on my uneasiness, instead of becoming involved with the model of service that my
school promoted. However (and this does
not absolve me), it is difficult to stand apart
from the crowd confidently when you do
not have the words to articulate your position. I did not learn the words to discuss colonialism or positionality in high school, but
I believe that had I been exposed to a more
critical educational model, my high school
experience could have been radically different; I could have been taught models of
respect and empathy, rather than sympathy,
at an earlier age.
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In the forward to Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed Richard Shaull writes:
“There is no such thing as a neutral educational process. Education either functions as
an instrument that is used to facilitate the integration of the younger generation into the
logic of the present system and bring about
conformity to it, or it becomes ‘the practice
of freedom,’ the means by which men and
women deal critically and creatively with
reality and discover how to participate in the
transformation of their world” (34). Young
people have such potential to question and
change the world. It is a shame to undercut
that potential by teaching conformity, and
it is dishonest as well as unjust to market
conformity as revolution. The latter option
described by Shaull – “problem-posing education,” as Freire later calls it—is “revolutionary futurity[,] hence it is prophetic (and,
as such, hopeful)” (84).
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Two types of montrealers
Caroline Kirmer

“This piece is an homage to all those Montreal guys walking
around in -20 degrees with hats that don’t even cover their ears.
I know it’s a fashion thing, but what would their moms think of
that!?”
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Caroline Kirmer

American Horror Story
A reaction to Donald Trump being elected for president in 2016.
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PAULI

the graduate program in sociology at the
University of North Carolina but was
Lucy Brock
told, “members of [her] race [were] not
Movements of social change are admitted to the University.”
littered with unsung heroes, the forgotIn Richmond, Virginia in 1940
ten activists who were essential in shapMurray
was arrested, charged with dising the world as we know it today. One
such person was Pauli Murray, a femi- orderly conduct, and fined for refusing
nist civil rights activist who played an to move to the back of a public bus.
instrumental role in the desegregation of Six months later, while back in Virginpublic schools and in second wave fem- ia helping raise money for the Workers
inism, preaching the indivisibility of ra- Defense League, Murray gave an imcial and gender identities decades before passioned speech in defense of a sharethe term “intersectionality” was coined. cropper named Odell Waller who had
been sentenced to death for shooting
Growing up in the south in the the white man he farmed for as an act of
1910s and 1920s, Murray was aware self-defense. Murray’s work on this case
from a very young age of how she was changed her life in two ways. Firstly, she
treated differently because of the co- struck up a close friendship with Elealour of her skin. Murray lived through nor Roosevelt who was also supporting
many hardships in her early childhood, Waller. Secondly, two men, Thurgood
including the death of her mother at age Marshall and Leon Ransom, heard Murthree, being taken from her home in Bal- ray’s speech and convinced her to apply
timore, Maryland to live with an aunt in to Howard Law School where Ransom
Durham, North Carolina, and the hospi- was a professor. Murray applied and
talization and subsequent death of her managed to secure a scholarship that enfather at age thirteen. Despite these chal- abled her to attend law school.
lenges, Murray graduated from the only
Murray was the first female stublack high school in Durham at fifteen
years old at the top of her class. Murray dent at Howard, the largest historically
was interested in Columbia Universi- black university in the United States.
ty, and convinced her aunt to take her One of the biggest topics of discussion
to look at the school. But Columbia did at the time was the Jim Crow laws that
not accept women and Murray ended up enforced segregation with the idea of
at Hunter College where she was one of “separate but equal.” While Murray’s
three black students in the school. After peers were focused on the falsity of
graduating in 1933, Murray applied to the “equal” part of these laws, Murray
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concentrated instead on the legality of
being “separate.” In her final paper for
law school, Murray expounded on this
view, arguing that the “separate” part of
“separate but equal” violated the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments of
the United States. A few years later, her
professor Spottswood Robinson remembered Murray’s paper and used it to win
the case Davis v. County School Board of
Prince Edward County, VA, one of five
cases encompassed in Brown v. Board of
Education, the Supreme Court case that
desegregated schools.

In 1956, Murray finally found
steady work at a New York law firm,
where she was the only African-American and one of three women. A few years
later, Murray taught briefly at the Ghana
School of Law before returning home to
fight for women’s rights. After making a
speech in New York proposing a women’s march on Washington, Murray was
contacted by Betty Friedan, best known
for her book, “The Feminine Mystique”
about the plight of housewives. Together, along with a dozen other women,
Murray and Friedan founded the National Organization for Women (NOW)
After Howard, Murray applied to in 1966.
Harvard University for graduate work,
but was told, even after Franklin Delano
After years of working with
Roosevelt appealed to the school, that NOW, Murray stepped away to help
her sex was not admitted to Harvard.
with the Equal Employment OpportuIn 1948 the women’s division of the nity Commission. She also achieved a
Methodist Church approached Murray tenured professorship at Brandeis Unito help explain to them the segregation versity. After all of this, Murray left
laws in America. They were against seg- Brandeis in 1977 to become the first Afregation, and merely wanted to know rican-American female Episcopal priest.
when they were required to segregate
their parishes. Murray ended up writing
Murray was always adamant
a 746-page book, “States’ Laws on Race about her unified identity. She reportedand Color” that detailed the intricacies ly hated “to be fragmented into Negro at
and absurdity of the laws on American one time, woman at another, or worker at
segregation. Thurgood Marshall, who another.” She had faced racism in femiargued in front of the Supreme Court for nist groups and sexism from civil rights
the plaintiffs in Brown v. Board of Ed- activists all her life. She even coined the
ucation, called her book “the bible” of term “Jane Crow” to name the experithis important case and bought a copy ence of women of color in America. Alfor everyone on his team.
though Murray spent her life advocating
for these parts of her identity, she stayed
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private about other sectors of her life.
But according to Murray’s diary, which
was found after her death, she identified as a man. Publicly Murray always
went by she/her pronouns, but she began going by Paul at age 15—her given
name being Anna Pauline Murray—and
only switched to Pauli when she started at Hunter College. After doing some
research on how she was feeling about
her gender, Murray herself had the idea
of hormone treatment and for decades
looked for a doctor that would treat her,
but to no avail. Murray was always attracted to females, but identified as a
heterosexual man, rather than as a lesbian.
The internal and external struggles Murray faced throughout her life
gave her the drive to make her mark
on American history, but all this came
at a more personal cost. Murray had
an anxiety disorder that resulted in frequent hospitalizations. These however did not stop her from being the first
African-American to get a Doctorate of
Jurisprudence at Yale. Murray co-wrote
a law review article used by Ruth Bader Ginsburg to convince the Supreme
Court that the equal protection clause
applies to women, she organized several
successful sit-ins to desegregate restaurants in the south, she was sainted by the
Episcopal Church, her childhood home
was declared a national historic landmark, and she was selected to serve on

President Kennedy’s Presidential Commission on the Status of Women.
Murray’s legacy lives on in the
Pauli Murray Project at the Duke Human Rights Center, located in Murray’s
hometown of Durham, North Carolina.
The project seeks to “actively [work]
toward fairness and justice across divisions such as race, class, sexual &
gender identity and spiritual practice.”
This project could play an important
role in social justice movements, specifically because it’s coming from one of
the most prestigious southern universities. Duke Divinity School has recently
come under scrutiny for allegations of
discrimination based on race, and sexual and gender identity. Carl Kenny, a
prominent African-American minister and journalist who graduated from
Duke Divinity in 1993, said on NPR
last May, “it’s bigger than just racism
on the campus; it’s how it impacts the
black church.” Kenny emphasizes that it
was just in recent years that the dialogue
around issues of race and homosexuality disappeared from Duke Divinity
School, supposedly thanks to more of
an evangelical influence on the school.
The Pauli Murray Project believes that
guided history-telling, including community dialogues, oral history research,
panel discussions and reading circles, is
the best way to strive for reconciliation
and healing in communities of colour
and the LGBTQ+ community. This tem-
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plate could change the approach on how
to create harmony between different
groups, all done in the name of a woman
who worked her whole life for a chance
to have these dialogues.
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Perfect Match
Ceren Muratli
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Before			

Reach out,
Put your phone down,
To connect with the world.

Now

You will be surprised to find
yourself
within the crowd.

Laughter:
Squeezd palms and,
tears down cheeks.
Matter:
physical sensation or,
importance in voices.

After

Static:
“hi, you’ve reached”
and “call me later!”

Numb:
lost emotion hidden
within lifeless light.
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Technology and Representation
Su Ning Goh
The Digital Revolution brought
about the ubiquity of technology, a force
that has become equally revered and
feared. It is indisputable that technology
has and will continue to transform our
lives. In this light, we need to consider
the implications of the huge role technology has to play. From the psychological effects of addiction to technology,
to the moral consequences of artificial
intelligence, there are a great many issues surrounding technology covering
different facets. In my view, the issue of
inclusivity and representation is one of
these questions that need to be critically
addressed in the discussion of technology.
It is a common fallacy that computers are objective and therefore better
than humans at making decisions (1).
Humans are fallible — emotions can
cloud our judgement, as well as various
mental heuristics. In contrast, artificial
intelligence follows a set of clear-cut
rules defined by its programmers. There
should be no room for bias.
In reality, the bias comes at the
inception of the program. It is naive to
think of these tools as “neutral” (2). The
impact of these algorithms is unavoidable: they are being applied in different
ways — for instance in advertising, recruiting, and pricing strategies — across
all sorts of different industries. Consider
the accidental racism of Google’s facial
recognition software in 2015, where it
identified two African American people

as “gorillas” (3). Or, for a mistake with
further reaching consequences: when it
was discovered that COMPAS (a popular risk assessment analysis tool used
by judges to predict whether an offender
would commit a crime again) labelled
black defendants to be at a higher risk
of recidivism than what transpired in reality, as compared to white defendants,
whose risk level was underestimated
(4).
Blind faith in imperfect technology has very real implications. The
results COMPAS churns out affects the
sentences doled out to the defendants.
When a Wisconsin convict challenged
his 2-year sentence, the judge admitted
that he would have granted him a shorter
sentence, had it not been for COMPAS
(5). As such technology continues to become more mainstream, the problem of
bias urgently needs to be acknowledged
and fixed (6). This is especially so as
technology tends to be esoteric, and
the area of machine learning even more
so. This makes the algorithms opaque
and impossible to scrutinize — the laypeople who would use this technology
would be unable to recognize the inherent biases, let alone have the technical
know-how to correct them (7).
Where does this bias come from?
It boils down to the lack of representation behind the computer screen. On one
level, much has been said about the homogeneity of the tech industry. Margaret Mitchell, a Microsoft researcher, describes the industry as a “sea of dudes”
(8). Racial diversity is also lacking in
the industry, even more so than gender
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diversity. Only 2% of Google’s workforce are African-American (9). People
of colour are far less likely to be in a
leadership position than white men or
women -- for instance, white women
were 91 percent more likely than African-American women to be executives
in the tech industry, 178 percent more
likely than Hispanic women, and 246
percent more likely than Asian women
(10). Less visible, but equally important, is the lack of diversity in opinion.
One of the criticisms James Damore
makes in his infamous Google memo
is that the company has an aggressively leftist culture, where employees who
hold a contrary opinion were shunned
and shamed into the fold (11). While
some views are clearly abhorrent (in this
case, that women are inferior to men in
the field), a case can still be made for
welcoming perspectives that challenge
the norms that we, as privileged educated young people, take for granted.
Diversity matters because it can help to
ensure a comprehensive set of data for
algorithms to build on (12), and to serve
as an internal check to maintaining neutrality. As computer science Professor
Tina Eliassi-Rad of Northeastern University puts it, “Part of the problem in
creating fair algorithms is the concept of
fairness itself” (13).
The
technology
of
machine-learning algorithms and their use
in automated decision-making systems
reveal that technology can perpetuate
the disempowerment of underrepresented groups in society. Technology needs
to be inclusive and representative for it
to be a force for good . This is particu-

larly evident in developing countries.
The participation in technology
and the digital world alone has an empowering effect. Digital literacy, the
ability “to find resources, critically evaluate and create information, and to do
this by using digital technology”, is the
key to unlocking the benefits that access
to the Internet bring about (14). For instance, access to the repository of freely available information on the internet
can radically change the way scientists
and researchers in developing countries
work, as they otherwise face resource
limitations to conduct research (15).
Information technology can also
be critical in bridging the gender gap,
which is a significant problem in developing countries, where women are
typically less educated than men and are
expected to take on traditional roles. As
a result, they suffer from “information
isolation”, where they are uninformed of
alternatives. This furthers their dependence on the males in their lives, who
experience more freedom as a result
of gendered cultural expectations (16).
This is an even greater issue for women in rural areas, where the geographical isolation further limits their sources of knowledge. Information isolation
has implications on women’s social,
economic and political emancipation.
Through information technology, however, this isolation is alleviated — communication is better facilitated, allowing valuable information about health,
employment and other relevant topics
to be quickly and easily disseminated to
this previously inaccessible group (17).
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Technology can provide a direct solution to gender inequality too. The recent
news that girls in a Ghanaian village
have been banned from crossing a river while they are menstruating, thereby
causing them to miss school (18), is an
example of the cultural barriers to women’s education. With technology, learning does not have to be confined to the
physical classroom (19), giving girls in
developing countries a chance to receive
education in cases such as this.

The rise of coding schools and greater
availability of digital skills development
programs is one answer to the shortage
of qualified developers (23).

Inclusivity matters in determining how technology can empower or disempower. It is important in the creation
stages of new technologies, because of
the universality of the technology’s use
in spite of the small sliver of society that
creates it. The transformative power of
technology makes the accessibility of it
While remedying gender in- crucial for marginalized groups, such as
equality is a noble end unto itself, it women, or even for developing counalso has the knock-on benefit of spur- tries.
ring economic growth. The relationship Footnotes:
between gender equality and economic
growth is well-known — giving women 1. Madrigal, Alexis. “Against ‘Objective’ Althe ability to become economic agents gorithms: The Case Of Google News.” The
2012, https://www.theatlantic.com/
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technology/archive/2012/12/against-objectivecapital endowment, and therefore their algorithms-the-case-of-google-news/266137/.
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Anna Xu

“The idea is that AI robots, at least for medical industry, depend on
human input to grow and learn and get better at diagnosing/recognizing
diseases, so countless years of data collection and analyses labor by humans is what allows these robots to do their one specific job.”
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Nigeria’s Nollywood
blurs the line between

industry

“old” and

“new” technology
Taylor Mitchell

Whether in the United States
or Nigeria, film both responds to, and
provides an escape from, political turmoil. Jordan Peele’s 2017 film “Get
Out” captures the paranoia faced by
African Americans in the Trump era.
Black excellence was celebrated in films
like “Moonlight,” and movie-watching
proved cathartic for all as Netflix grew
exponentially in 2017 — at a similar
pace to the New York Times, which provided invaluable election information.
In Nigeria, where colonialism left the
country in shambles, film has helped to
both strengthen their economy and create a sense of nationalism in a nation that
some believe is on the brink of civil war.
In fact, Nigeria’s “Nollywood” industry
is the first economically self-sustainable
film industry in Africa; it is also the second largest film industry in the world.

content in 1990, Nollywood emerged to
satisfy the need for artistic expression
and consumption. At the time, digital
technology was innovating rapidly, creating stockpiles of abandoned VHS cassettes. Nollywood capitalized on the unused VHS cassettes as an “inexpensive
way to distribute straight-to-video movie releases.” These films were produced
quickly - over the span of two days - and
used non-professional actors. Anyone
could be a part of the Nollywood film
production, and the industry grew exponentially — becoming an integral component of Nigeria’s informal economy.
In contrast to Hollywood movies - which require years of planning
and production and billions of dollars
- the process of film-making in Nigeria
involves “creating movies in volatile
and uncertain conditions, often with incredibly short turnaround times.” Since
Nollywood utilizes relatively newer
technologies, and has attracted local
and international investors, some of
the original spontaneity has been lost,
according to some fans. However, the
relationship between Nollywood and
Nigeria’s informal economy has stayed
the same. Since the informal economy
entails “financial and other constraints,”
production is still limited to “a small
scale,” and some directors can still “go
from script to print in two weeks.”

Though the Nollywood industry
appears strikingly new - in terms of its
growth, productivity, and innovation the technology is not anything out of the
ordinary. However, the way inexpensive
film equipment is utilized within Nigeria’s informal sector is unprecedented.
“Nollywood” means “nothing wood”:
creating something out of nothing. The
word captures the industry’s humble
Though Nollywood films do not
roots, as well as its current mode of
production. When the Nigerian Televi- require as much money as their Amersion Authority stopped producing media ican counterparts, their impact is influ-
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ential locally and across the world. Nollywood film build bonds within Nigeria
by celebrating Nigerian arts, traditions,
and ways of life before an international audience. Most films are produced in
local languages such as Igbo, Yoruba,
and Hausa. The industry’s success also
“made it possible for Africans to view
films made by fellow Africans on a huge
scale for the first time.” Pan-African
unity was cultivated as a result — encouraging intra-continental tourism,
and leading other countries like Kenya
and Ghana to produce their own Nollywood-esque films. Internationally, the
films have connected members of the
Nigerian diaspora, specifically, and the
black diaspora at large. Economists and
Hollywood producers alike are shocked
and intrigued by the profitability of Nigeria’s film industry, and the tools it utilizes to do so. However, due to the little
research done into Nigeria’s informal
economy, Western onlookers have not
been able to figure out the secret.
Africa’s “digital renaissance,”
in general, displays similar growth patterns as the Nollywood industry using
common-place technologies to serve
new purposes. For example, Kenya’s
digital financial services and mobile
money make transactions easier and less
susceptible to corruption. In Ghana, patients can text the code found on their
drug containers to a toll-free number
to determine whether their medication
is authentic or counterfeit. The breakthrough of digital technologies in Africa
thus blurs the boundaries between “old”

and “new” technologies — as well as
the supposed gap between the innovation of the global north and the global
south.
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