To the reader:
I am overjoyed to announce that this is the first issue of The Grassroots
Journal that will be printed and distributed! The Grassroots Journal has
been such a rewarding project to watch grow over the past two years, and I
look forward to seeing where it goes.
The Grassroots Journal would be nowhere without the support of our
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Kenya: A Truly Life Changing Experience
By Emillee Hernandez
Our group of twenty volunteer students erupted in applause as the
plane finally landed in Nairobi, Kenya. After a full year of fundraising,
research and preparation, we finally made it. Empowered by Me to We and
Free the Children (FTC), we knew were going to make a difference. The
organization coordinated our two week experience and their enthusiasm for
change fuelled our desire to help a community break free from poverty.
Coming from a small town in Ontario, where the number of dairy cows
exceeds the number of people, it was no wonder why such a group felt so
privileged to travel overseas.
Our unsuppressed laughter did not go unnoticed as we skipped our
way through the airport and into a large truck to then be transported to the
rural village, Oleleshwa. I remember looking out the window as we drove
through the city expecting slums and broken-down buildings; however,
Nairobi looked just like any other city. It was when we approached the
suburban sprawl where I started to see a difference. Peeping above the tops
of the fences that bordered the road were the chateau roofs of the wealthy.
And scattered about on the other side of the fence, like scraps after a meal,
were small huts where the poor tried to sell fruits and vegetables. There
existed little to no middle class. My excitement and optimism for change
evaporated as the harsh reality of poverty hit me.
!

3!

On our journey through the untouched countryside, we heard the
squeals of young children welcoming us with a friendly, “Jambo!” As they
plastered their faces against the fences, we noticed their outstretched arms
and open palms. Our Me to We coordinator, Brianna, explained that these
families see trucks of NGO volunteers regularly and expect donations from
these people. Me to We however believes in a helping-hand, not a handout.
This means that tools, such as clean water, school buildings, and
agricultural knowledge, are given to the communities so that they can
become self-sustaining. Our group was mainly responsible for the
construction of a girl’s secondary school. However, we did visit other
completed projects around the area.
As the truck approached the camp, the staff welcomed us with
songs and cheering. We quickly settled into our tents to have a good nights
rest after over 3 days of travel. I fell asleep to the sound of chirping crickets
and the soft cries of the nocturnal bush baby, but then was quickly
awakened by my two tent mates vomiting. Luckily, dehydration is easily
treatable by drinking plenty of water and electrolytes. The Baraka hospital,
which was built by FTC, treated three of our team members and they were
up and ready to work with us at the school build by the second day! It then
dawned on me, what if you did not have access to a water source? Let alone
a clean and safe one? Of course, our team later became exposed to this
tragedy as we helped the mammas collect water at a small pool located
thirty minutes away from their bomas. The group fell silent as we
approached the opaque, brown water hole. Although the mammas now
consume clean water thanks to the FTC water projects, this was their main
water source for years before the projects were implemented. Each
volunteer strapped a 20L mitungi to their head and carried it halfway
towards the bomas and then switched with a partner. The mammas
however, do not have partners to help them carry the heavy load and can
complete up to four water walks a day. Back home in Canada, we expect
clean water to be readily available simply by the turn of a tap. Every day in
Kenya, I learned more and more about how we often take things for granted
like healthcare and clean water. On our first visit to Motony Primary
School, it was clear that education was sadly undervalued in our society as
well.
The beautifully constructed schoolhouses surrounded a common
grassy courtyard, each one equipped with a small garden. School was out at
the time of our first visit, but there remained a few grade 8 boys studying
for an exam that determined their entrance into high school. They were all
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committed to their studies and enthusiastic to learn. During our second
visit, school was very much in session. As our truck pulled into the school
grounds, children of all ages burst out of the classrooms and surrounded our
volunteer group with ear-to-ear smiles. They touched our skin and felt our
hair, held our hands and pulled us towards the fields to play games. I
immediately started a game of Simon Says for about 10 kids that rapidly
turned into a game of Copy Cat. Every move, every dance, every sound that
I made was echoed by these 10 children, and then 50, and then 100
children! Exhausted by the game, I sat with a few young girls. One of them,
named Marine, claimed to have 5 boyfriends. We chatted and laughed as
they asked me questions about life at home. Marine asked to come home to
Canada with me; she wanted to become a doctor. The youthful girls were so
enthusiastic and hopeful about their futures as doctors, lawyers, and
teachers. And I couldn’t help but think that most, if not all, of these girls
will not have the opportunity to pursue such careers.
Marine took me into one of her classrooms to challenge me with a
math problem. She asked me to find the volume of a triangular prism that
had a cylinder cut out of it. Quickly enough, I outlined all the equations
necessary to solve the problem, I only needed one last thing: “Okay, I’m
almost done. Now where’s your calculator?” I asked obliviously. “We don’t
have calculators, Emillee”. She promptly took the pencil from my hand and
effortlessly completed the three-digit multiplications and divisions. All of
these children were so full of potential yet their means of harnessing that
potential was hindered by poverty and by the unfairness that our world
knowingly accepts today.
Although we were faced with the sad realities that existed in
Kenya, we also encountered plenty of successful projects implemented by
FTC. We visited a local farm that provided fresh produce for our camp and
the surrounding schools. Their green houses bordered the fields, brimming
with tomato and broccoli plants. The farmer pointed proudly at his
watermelons, strawberries and pineapples. This project was the newest
pillar of the organization, yet it was thriving as if it were one of the first.
Earlier that day we toured a small community where the production of
rungus (wooden clubs for hunting) was a large source of alternative
income, as it was sold to tourists as souvenirs. From rough pieces of wood
to polished, carefully crafted works of art, it was evident that rungu making
was a lengthy, laborious process.
Kisoroni Girl’s boarding school was a gorgeous institution: murals
decorated the walls, books accommodated all of the shelves and laptops
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were available in some classrooms. The girls explained to us that they
voted to extend school hours despite waking up at 5:00am on a daily basis.
Neighbouring Kisoroni was Bakara Hospital, where our ill members were
treated with the upmost hospitality. The doctors explained that free
healthcare was given to the youth while for others it was only 4 shillings a
month. On the day we visited, three babies were successfully delivered.
At the camp, most days were spent on the build site where the local
engineer, Dennis, happily witnessed the school slowly coming to
completion. Most nights were spent stargazing and learning about Kenyan
culture from our Maasai warriors, Izzy and Richard. To become a Maasai
warrior is a great honour and involves bravery and self-control. Maasai
warriors are essentially responsible for protecting their community and
livestock from enemies and wild animals (even lions!). Lastly, we had the
honour of touring a mamma’s boma. The boma was no larger than a small
bathroom and was composed of sticks, mud and dung. The ceiling was low
and the bed where the family slept was simply an array of mats on the hard,
dirt ground. I could not help but feel sorry for this quality of living until I
saw the expression on the mamma’s face as she shared her home: proud. It
was the same expression that Marine had as she scribbled the solutions to
the
math
problem with a
short,
almost
depleted pencil;
the farmer, as he
presented
the
successful
bounty of the
last harvest; the
rungu-makers as
they let our
group sand and
polish their fine
artworks;
the
Kisoroni school
girls with their well equipped classrooms; the doctors with their flourishing
medical facilities; and Izzy and Richard decorated with colourful jewelry
representing their warrior status.
The entire community was steps away from becoming selfsustaining, and for that they were more than grateful. It was quite consistent
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among the locals that they valued what little they had more than I ever
would. Was it that the less you had, the more appreciative you are?
Perhaps. But happiness in Kenya was not driven by material goods and
wealth rather, the elements of life that would exist with or without money:
family, friends and community. On the bus ride back to the Nairobi airport
I contemplated my life back home in Canada, where I took far too much for
granted. Passing the suburbs, I saw once again the struggling vendors at
their produce stalls. It took me back to when my family was not so well off
either, when my parents first immigrated to Canada. My mother worked as
a nanny and my father juggled 3 jobs to make ends meet. As a child, I
thought it normal to share a queen-sized mattress with your family of 8.
During my childhood, being poor had no effect on my happiness. But in my
adolescence, I strayed away from this and into a Canadian society’s norms
and expectations. Kenya is what brought me back to remembering where I
came from, and what my parents might have gone through in the
Philippines. Kenya is embedded in my everyday life decisions from how
long I take my showers to eating everything on my plate so as not to waste
food. It is because of this life changing experience that I have learned to
appreciate everything I have today. Especially calculators.
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Present Situation of Thailand: Sex Industry and Sex Trafficking Targets
Thailand is heavily involved with sex trafficking (Beeks and Amir
2006), which is defined as “the forced, coerced…or deceitful entry into sex
work, entry by abduction, or…under age [eighteen]” (Decker et al. 2011,
334). In fact, Thailand is the sex capital of the world and a popular
destination for sex tourism (Kinney 2013). In Southeast Asia, child
prostitution is most alarming in Thailand (Lau 2008). Thailand is a country
of origin, transit and destination for sex trafficking (Beeks and Amir 2006).
Migrants and ethnic minorities are among the most targeted of women and
children (Decker et al. 2011). Many are from the hill tribe communities
within and surrounding Thailand, but due to economic growth, internal
trafficking has decreased (Beeks and Amir 2006). Thailand remains a
destination country for the poorer Greater Mekong Sub-region nations of
Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam (Kara 2009) and the Yunnan Province of
Southern China (Jayagupta 2009). Thailand is also a transit country for
these countries, as well as for Thais to Malaysia, China, Japan, Australia,
Western Europe, Middle East and United States (Kara 2009).

Thailand and the Exploitative Sex Industry
By Kathleen Barera

In this paper, Thailand’s exploitative sex industry will be
discussed. I will explore what has been done to tackle the expansive
industry and address the underlying constraints, which hinder sufficient
progress. I will argue that although many initiatives have been taken to
address sex trafficking of women and children in Thailand by various
actors, be it the Thai government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
or international actors, more needs to be done. I will also argue that women
and girls are confronted by deep religious, familial, cultural and other
constraints, which obstruct the dismantling of this industry. First, I will
present a brief overview of Thailand’s sex industry and sex trafficking
targets. Second, the feminist debate on the issue and their rights-based
approach will be analyzed. I will also outline the sexual and reproductive
health problems. Then, international instruments, initiatives taken by the
Thai government and a case study of a Thailand-based NGO will be
discussed. Thereafter, I will assess the factors that promote the sex
industry. Lastly, limitations and ideas for further research will be presented.
!

Feminist Perspectives: Sexual Domination vs. Sex Work
There are two feminist positions that hold different assumptions
regarding the underlying causes of sex trafficking and prostitution, but
nevertheless address the structural aspects of gender inequality (Everett and
Charlton 2014). In turn, this leads to different approaches and policy
recommendations (Everett and Charlton 2014). The Coalition Against
Trafficking in Women represents the sexual domination perspective, while
the Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women represents the sex work
perspective (Everett and Charlton 2014). The sex work perspective arose in
opposition to the former perspective predominantly advanced by Western
feminists (Everett and Charlton 2014). Although neither network has been
popular in the national and global sphere, the sexual domination
perspective has been more influential as it resonates more strongly with the
dominant discourse which morally condemns prostitution and thus sex
trafficking (Everett and Charlton 2014).
The sexual domination perspective attributes male sexuality and
domination as the underlying cause of sex trafficking (Everett and Charlton
2014). Trafficking and prostitution are thus acts of sexual violence and in
turn violations of women’s human rights (Everett and Charlton 2014). They
argue for the abolition of both through the punishment of business owners,
6!

traffickers and male clients (Everett and Charlton 2014). Sex workers are
seen as victims who must be saved and rehabilitated, which occurs through
the creation of shelters for trafficked women and the initiation of
preventative measures to educate women on the issue (Everett and Charlton
2014). Women’s agency, and the fact that some women rescued from
brothel raids return for economic reasons are obscured (Everett and
Charlton 2014). Meanwhile, the sex work perspective attributes global
inequality as the underlying roots of the sex industry (Everett and Charlton
2014). As an economic survival strategy, it must be “[ensured] that…the
conditions of migration and…economic activities are safe,” rather than
coercive (Everett and Charlton 2014, 81-2). According to this perspective,
the improvement of working conditions of trafficked and non-trafficked
prostitutes and the legalization of prostitution are the best approaches
(Everett and Charlton 2014). Women’s sexual objectification and crime
implicated in trafficking are underplayed (Everett and Charlton 2014).
Feminist Perspectives: Rights-Based Approach
Sex trafficking is a “form of gender-based violence” with the
violation of basic human rights and health rights (Decker et al. 2011, 339).
Although both stances have taken a rights-based approach toward antitrafficking, the issue is addressed differently by highlighting different
aspects of women’s human rights (Everett and Charlton 2014). In this
framework, the sexual domination perspective puts an emphasis on the
right to freedom from violence, while the sex work perspective puts an
emphasis on the right to livelihood (Everett and Charlton 2014). It is clear
that sexual coercion and global inequalities contribute to sex trafficking,
and so the ongoing feminist debate detracts attention from devising and
implementing effective anti-trafficking policies (Everett and Charlton
2014). Nevertheless, both have devised promising community-based
initiatives focused on women’s empowerment (Everett and Charlton 2014).
Sex Industry: Violations of Sexual and Reproductive Health
Male clients often refuse to use protection in their sexual
encounters with female sex workers (Decker et al. 2011). On average, sex
workers view 7.4 clients per day, but only use 3.8 condoms (Vejar and
Quach 2013). As a result, the sex workers’ sexual and reproductive health
rights are threatened (Decker et al. 2011). This problem is particularly
astounding in relation to child sex workers, as they are more likely to
contract sexually transmitted diseases and have complicated pregnancies or
!

unsafe abortions (Lau 2008). This insinuates that sex workers also lack
other contraceptive methods, like birth control (Decker et al. 2011).
Without control over their own bodies, voluntary and forced sex workers
are completely disempowered.
International Instruments and Global Paradigm Criticism
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the UN Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the
UN Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime and the associated
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking of Persons, Especially
Women and Children are the major international human rights instruments
that prohibit all forms of trafficking (Beeks and Amir 2006). The
Convention on the Child contains measures that are directed at the
recovery, and social reintegration of prostituted children (Lau 2008). The
Protocol addresses the issue within a criminal justice (Everett and Charlton
2014), and rights-based framework (Beeks and Amir 2006).
It is argued that the global paradigm does not address the root cause
of sex trafficking, which is the low socioeconomic status of women (Roby
and Tanner 2009). In order to raise their status, and thus halt sex
trafficking, cultural notions on appropriate gender roles must be challenged
and overcome (Roby and Tanner 2009). Women and girls must be open to
the same educational and economic opportunities as men, and have
powerful and influential positions in society (Roby and Tanner 2009).
Gendered familial inequalities must be tackled as well (Everett and
Charlton 2014). Collectively, this may serve to empower women and girls,
and encourage them to find safe havens of employment and have the
necessary confidence in themselves to do so.
Government: Initiatives, Strengths and Shortcomings
Thailand has made progress with regard to the national gender
policy (Roby and Tanner 2009). In 1985, Thailand ratified the Convention
on Women (Roby and Tanner 2009). Moreover, the Thai government
expressed the intent “to counter traditional attitudes that negatively impact
women” by means of educational and public sector reform (Roby and
Tanner 2009, 102). It has worked in conjunction with NGOs to empower
women, which is significant since gender inequality is a root cause of sex
trafficking (Roby and Tanner 2009). It has also worked with antitrafficking NGOs (Kinney 2013).
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Thailand’s anti-trafficking laws and policies are gender-sensitive
and rights-based, but many problems still arise from them (Kinney 2013).
The national anti-trafficking strategic plans include prevention, rescue and
protection, prosecution and suppression, repatriation and reintegration,
monitoring and evaluation management, development and international
collaboration (Jayagupta 2009). In order to decrease internal trafficking of
women and girls, the government focused on educational promotion,
vocational training, awareness-raising campaigns, measures to reduce
demand for the sex trade (Jayagupta 2009), as well as capacity-building
(Engstrom et al. 2004). Capacity-building in the form of improvement of
legislation, law enforcement, policy-making and the development of
alternative job opportunities for the vulnerable ensures the accountability of
the state in its duty to protect victims according to established policies
(Engstrom et al. 2004). As internal trafficking decreased, the government’s
measures focused on foreign victims from the Greater Mekong SubRegion, with minimal progression noted (Jayagupta 2009).
The Thai government has tried to restrict the migration of people
across its northern border to halt trafficking and illegal immigration (Roby
and Tanner 2009). It grants fewer visas to Burmese, and has stricter border
control (Roby and Tanner 2009). This is discriminatory and ineffective in
preventing trafficking of women and girls into the sex industry (Roby and
Tanner 2009). Though the government aims to move away from a strategic
human security-centered approach, which often neglects the rights of
trafficked individuals, to a victim-centered approach, it has been
unsuccessful in doing so (Kinney 2013). Instead of addressing migrant
exploitation and “the gendered sources of insecurity that place women at
increased risk of exploitation,” the security-centered approach focuses
mostly on border control and prosecution (Kinney 2013, 102).
Prostitution is illegal in Thailand (Roby and Tanner 2009). In 1996,
under the Prevention and Suppression of Prostitution Act, it also became
illegal to seek services from a prostitute (Roby and Tanner 2009). It
outlined stricter policies on child prostitution and protected forced sex
workers from incrimination (Roby and Tanner 2009). The law targets
traffickers, parents who sell their children into sex work, and other
perpetrators, but enforcement is slack (Roby and Tanner 2009). The sex
work perspective would regard the criminalization of prostitution as
problematic. It allows for the dichotomy of female sex workers to be
viewed as either ‘victims’ or ‘whores’ (Kinney 2013). However, given that
the sex industry is so rampant in Thailand, the legalization of prostitution
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would not curtail the demand for sex workers, and due to widespread
corruption, it would not guarantee the protection of their rights (Roby and
Tanner 2009).
Thailand’s first anti-trafficking law was passed in 1992 (Beeks and
Amir 2006). In 1997, the Measures in Prevention and Suppression of
Trafficking in Women and Children Act enabled the protection of non-Thai
victims as well (Kinney 2013). Memoranda of Understanding on trafficking
were developed to better target victims and perpetrators, of which some
addressed the cooperation between governmental agencies and NGOs
(Jayagupta 2009). In 2004, a regional instrument was established between
Thailand, Cambodia, China, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam called the
Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative Against Trafficking (Jayagupta
2009). A trafficking police unit was formed in 2005 (Kara 2009). In 2008,
in response to criticisms by NGOs and international organizations, forced
male sex workers were recognized (Kinney 2013).
Prevention methods have been weak (Beeks and Amir 2006). In the
early 1990s, the 100 Percent Condom Usage Program was meant to
encourage female sex workers to protect themselves from sexually
transmitted diseases, and by extension, the community (Vejar and Quach
2013). The program would have been more successful had it been viewed
“as a permanent community fixture” rather than as a “‘jumpstart’ to initiate
proactive, healthy habits” (Vejar and Quach 2013, 114). Contraception,
particularly condom usage, remains minimal among the adolescent female
sex workers (Vejar and Quach 2013). Moreover, the government refuses to
grant nationality and citizenship rights to ethnic minorities in Northern
Thailand (Beeks and Amir 2006). According to UNESCO, this refusal is
“‘the single greatest factor for highland minority girls and women…to be
trafficked or…exploited’” (Engstrom et al. 2004).
Between 2002 and 2008, Thailand made a lot of progress through
the implementation of a variety of programs and policies, such as the
criminalization of sex trafficking (Vejar and Quach 2013). In 2002,
Thailand collaborated with the Asia Foundation (TAF), which is an
organization dedicated to the elimination of human trafficking (Vejar and
Quach 2013). TAF took the task to “design a collaborative,
multidisciplinary model” in Thailand and recruited and trained Thai
professionals (Vejar and Quach 2013, 116). By 2006, there were more
charges brought against traffickers, more victims that testified and more
victims that were “rescued and given secure shelter and psychosocial
assistance” (Vejar and Quach 2013, 116).
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Between 2009 and 2012, efforts diminished (Vejar and Quach
2013). By 2012, Thailand was placed on the UN’s Watch List as a Tier 2
Nation for three consecutive years (Vejar and Quach 2013). This means
that Thailand has made significant, but not full, efforts to comply with the
minimum standards of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (Vejar and
Quach 2013). Therefore, the Thai government has promised to take
proactive measures, but has not actually acted upon this promise by means
of new polices and programs (Vejar and Quach 2013). The UN Special
Rapporteur concluded that there was “weak enforcement of…legal antitrafficking framework, endemic corruption” as well as a “systemic failure
to…identify victims and protect their rights and safety” (Vejar and Quach
2013, 117). However, in April 2012, the government decided to “[fund] and
[open]…national verification centers for Burmese migrant workers” as they
are “one of the most vulnerable groups to sex trafficking” (Vejar and Quach
2013, 117).
Civil Society Case Study: EMPOWER
EMPOWER is a national NGO that is based in high-risk areas of
Thailand in Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Mae Sai (Beeks and Amir 2006).
EMPOWER takes a needs and rights-based approach with the trafficked as
well as willful sex worker migrants it works with and does not discriminate
against non-Thais (Beeks and Amir 2006). To provide a safe working
environment for the women and girls, the NGO enlisted the cooperation of
the government, brothel owners and pimps (Beeks and Amir 2006). This
will ensure the sustainability of the NGO and its mandate toward bettering
the lives of female sex workers (Beeks and Amir 2006). It will have a longterm impact on those it simultaneously services and empowers (Beeks and
Amir 2006).
The needs-based approach provides sex workers with services in
the form of outreach programs such as training, non-formal education,
literacy classes, counseling and health services (Beeks and Amir 2006). The
rights-based approach permeates the NGO’s ideology and work operations
(Beeks and Amir 2006). Though it acknowledges that sex work is not ideal,
the NGO takes up a similar stance as the feminist sex work perspective, in
that it recognizes the right to work, irrespective of occupation (Beeks and
Amir 2006). It is believed that sex workers have the right to make their own
choices, as well as to demand and receive services (Beeks and Amir 2006).
Through the provision of services, EMPOWER aims to safeguard women
from various dangers associated with sex work and “empower them to
make more informed choices in…their career and…life” (Beeks and Amir
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2006, 197). Also, EMPOWER consults with the sex workers in all of the
programs, and they participate in them as equal partners (Beeks and Amir
2006).
Promotion of Sex Industry in Thailand: Political, Religious, Familial and
Cultural Factors
Various underlying factors render the dismantlement of the
exploitative industry difficult. Political constraints in the form of
educational and macroeconomic policies (Lau 2008), as well as corruption,
solidify its expansion (Roby and Tanner 2009). Not only this, but Thailand
is also filled with overwhelming gender inequities (Vejar and Quach 2013).
These gender inequities stem from a macro level form of oppression, but
extend into the micro daily lives of individuals (Vejar and Quach 2013).
Religious beliefs, familial roles, and cultural norms reinforce gender
inequalities and the subordination of women and girls in Thai society
(Vejar and Quach 2013).
Educational and macroeconomic policies place a heavy burden
upon children in particular (Lau 2008). To enroll into school, as well as
obtain legal employment, one needs a birth certificate, but many children
along the Thai border lack this (Lau 2008). Moreover, the three-year gap
between the end of compulsory schooling and the legal age of employment
is certainly problematic for impoverished families that need to sustain
themselves financially (Lau 2008). Thus, girls will be sacrificed to the sex
industry for the greater good of the family, especially in poor rural areas
(Roby and Tanner 2009).
Through the reduction of social and welfare spending as enforced
by the International Monetary Fund, children at risk are threatened (Lau
2008). The encouragement led by the World Bank and IMF to promote
tourism has increased child sex tourism in Thailand, and despite the laws
against child sexual exploitation, it seems that the Thai government has
allowed this in order to encourage tourism (Lau 2008). In fact, there is
visible collaboration on the part of the Thai government in the sex industry,
“within the lower levels of law enforcement and immigration control” and
higher levels of public officials such as the police, politicians and military
(Beeks and Amir 2006, 143). Many even own brothels, which could
explain their low conviction and punishment (Roby and Tanner 2009).
The predominant religion in Thailand is Theravada Buddhism
(Vejar and Quach 2013). According to this doctrine, women are unable to
achieve enlightenment due to their inferior status (Vejar and Quach 2013).
As highlighted in the vihaya, a wife can be bought, enjoyed and used
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sporadically, which has an unquestionable parallel with prostitution (Vejar
and Quach 2013). Moreover, predestination indicates that one must bear
with the positive or negative life-path destined by previous incarnations,
which implies that victims of the sex industry should not be assisted, but
instead deserve the sufferings bestowed upon them (Vejar and Quach
2013). With regard to the familial roles in Thailand, women and girls bear
the brunt once more.
Often, daughters are handed over by their families to the sex
industry in order to afford consumer goods (Lau 2008), or even repay debt
(Vejar and Quach 2013). This is because Thai children, especially
daughters, and specifically, the youngest unmarried daughters, have the
obligation to financially sustain their parents as adults (Kara 2009). This
obligation is felt most strongly in Northern Thailand (Lao 2008). For poor
rural females, the sex industry is sometimes the only option available to
them and thus the only way in which they can provide for their families
(Kara 2009). Although polygyny has been banned in Thailand, it remains a
common practice and affects sex norms and women’s roles (Vejar and
Quach 2013). It objectifies women, as women’s primary purpose is seen as
to cater to men’s sexual needs (Vejar and Quach 2013).
Moreover, there is a cultural climate that endorses sex services
(Vejar and Quach 2013). During the Vietnam War, Thailand was used as a
rest and recuperation spot with sex services for the U.S. military (Vejar and
Quach 2013). It is believed that men have uncontrollable sexual desires and
so this is a socially accepted outlet to fulfill such desires (Roby and Tanner
2009). In the North, prostitution is acceptable as female virginity is less
valued, unlike the Muslim-dominated South (Lau 2008). Often, sex tourists
prefer minors, who are in abundance in Thailand’s sex industry, since they
are innocent and do not have STIs. Furthermore according to the beliefs of
some Asian men, sexual relations with virgins can cure AIDS and other
diseases (Vejar and Quach 2013). Thus, the industry has become
normalized on several levels (Kinney 2013).

and girls by men. Since Thailand has taken less of an initiative to address
the prevalence of sex trafficking, and sex trafficking as it relates to sexual
and reproductive health rights, greater efforts must be advanced in that
domain (Decker et al. 2011).

Limitations and Further Research
One limitation of the feminist perspective is the refusal of feminists
to recognize other dominant forms of exploitation, such as the power
relations that are age-based (Lau 2008). Child prostitutes are also boys (Lau
2008). Not only this, but many women, based on their adult status, exploit
male children in the sex industry too (Lau 2008). Thus, it may be
problematic to regard the sex industry solely as the exploitation of women
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Sino African Relations: Cultural Intermingling and
Integration
By Nadia Garfunkel
!
The exciting history of Africa’s economic relationship with China often
outshines their problematic societal relationships. With the growing
presence of Chinese businessmen, workers, and families in Africa, the
imbalanced social atmosphere shaped by the clash of cultures becomes
increasingly tense. Discrimination contributes to integration issues in cities
such as Nairobi, Kenya and Luanda, Angola. The consequences of their
strained alliances include local violence and political distrust. However,
not all relations are unfriendly and cooperation is emerging.
One woman’s remarkable study abroad experience explains the
boundaries, and lack thereof, of colliding social worlds. Zahra Baitie, a
Ghanaian college student, tells the story of a racially and culturally
insensitive China. When studying abroad in Beijing, Zahra’s dark skin
made her a “spectacle” amongst local Chinese. Many people randomly
photographed her. A cab driver bluntly asked her why Africans “eat one
another and why the continent is so chaotic.” Zahra even describes that a
Chinese woman was stunned when she told her that black skin was
considered beautiful. She understood that in some way, “ignorance breeds
!

curiosity” and that many Chinese people did not mean to insult her. They
were merely transmitting to her what they were told while also trying to
learn something about the very foreign and seemingly exotic Africa.
Because of history, culture, and location, the values that different people
are raised with can be quite conflicting. With thousands of Chinese and
Africans coming into contact in both parts of the world, philosophies and
interests begin to mix. Zahra writes that “with the increased movement of
people across borders, and an intensification of economic relations, the
scope and nature of Sino-Africa relations are increasingly becoming
personal, no longer limited to high-level economic and political exchanges”
(The Atlantic).
Experts in the West that approach the Sino-African relationship
with caution and concern are rightful in doing so: long-term interests are
certainly unclear, and with Pax Americana dissolving, China may very well
determine this century’s economic trajectory (French 151). Although it is
opportune to understand the types of resource extraction occurring in Africa
and study “the numbers,” this paper will specifically explore tensions
across various settings on the African continent to highlight social
relationships. Most importantly, when looking at clashing societies,
attention must be paid to cultural integration. Discrimination because of
stereotypes and other pre-existing notions can greatly limit social alliances.
It may be argued that assimilation1 is not always the goal or the most
positive outcome; however, historical trends show that peaceful existence is
far more realizable in mixed societies. Zahra’s story is useful because
personal accounts reveal an emotional side to human contact that is missed
in strictly scientific analyses of these cultural interactions. Anecdotes will
complement the focus areas of this paper; Angola and Kenya offer
impeccable locations to study because of the high population of Chinese in
some urban regions. Their Chinese affairs do not necessarily represent what
occurs in the rest of Africa, but both cases provide helpful insight into
cultural intermingling and integration.
The oversimplified cliché that China is full of short, yellowskinned workers is equally as horrendous as the image of near-naked, tribal
Africans representing an entire continent. But, when considering two of the
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world’s most stereotyped places, one must acknowledge that although
certain rumored cultural attributes that describe those places are quite false,
stereotypes do exist for a reason. Some section of the population adheres to
those categorizes. For example, there is a stereotype that Africans suffer
from laziness and leisure-loving. In the eyes of one Chinese railway worker
in the capital of The DR Congo, the Congolese “have no sense of time and
distance” because they arrive at work casually several minutes late. This
may also evoke the stereotype that Chinese people are obsessed with time
and work efficiency. A Congolese man was interviewed and did not
explicitly say anything discriminatory about the Chinese as a whole, but
merely complained about the working conditions installed by his Chinese
bosses (CS Monitor). Africans commonly find fault in the actual actions of
Chinese people, but do not typically express discrimination even if they do
some unspoken stereotyping. As with everything else, there are interesting
exceptions to stereotypes. When “asked about racism, a black American
business executive who travels widely in China recalled not a single
unpleasant incident. While racism exists, the executive said, it usually
disappears when the Chinese see a black person who speaks Chinese and is
perceived as non-threatening” (NY Times). That occurrence points at the
importance of linguistic integration—it is as if spontaneously all
xenophobic feelings for someone disappear when that person decides to
conform to an important characteristic of the local majority. It is difficult to
pinpoint direct prejudices 2 in the relationship between Africans and
Chinese because they seek to maintain strong economic ties; accordingly,
neither side is openly nasty because it would cause them to publically lose
face (although small racist clashes have occurred in past decades).
Hundreds of papers have been published on Sino-African economic
relationships regarding industrialization, business development, and foreign
aid. Involvement and investment occurs at many levels. Chinese
government officials, businessmen, small-time entrepreneurs, and laborers
have all found homes on the African continent. Some are very negative,
saying that there is “no future for development,” and implying the intention
for gaining only short-term extraction profits (French 74). But generally,
immigrants moved because of hope; seeking prosperity in this land of
potential. There is much space for growth in certain nations with blooming
markets or weak law and infrastructure systems. To avoid delving too deep
into financial matters (while still acknowledging their importance and
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relation to this essay), these are some simple and relevant facts to
understand from Brautigam’s The Dragon’s Gift, the real story of China in
Africa
- Many African and Chinese summits have been held for politicians and
businessmen to discuss “strategic partnership” and “win-win cooperation”
objectives. Positive dialogue exists in these high-level meetings.
- “Chinese aid and economic cooperation programs emphasized
infrastructure, production, and university scholarships… (although [some]
contracts were tied to Chinese firms and the bidding was not very
transparent).” China is well-known for transparency issues.
- Investment in nearly all African countries is occurring at “record pace”
Intentions are not easily distinguishable in the economic foreign policy
realm. Regardless, it is crucial to note that all these discourses, directly or
indirectly, affect social life in the modern world. Numbers and finance can
often dictate or sway present success. Yet, it is the local, human
interactions that dictate whether or not relations will sustain the tests of
time.
***
There was a survey recently conducted in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar
es Salaam, Tanzania, asking male Chinese migrant workers about their
knowledge of HIV/AIDS. Only an appalling 4 out of 121 participants
“were aware of the epidemiological status of HIV in those cities” (Japanese
Society of Tropical Medicine). This fact does not prove that Chinese
workers are ignorant or that the local Africans are leading totally separate
lives, but it certainly displays the lack of communication and exchange
between the cultures. If such important health information is not being
transmitted, what else is not being recognized?
Several thousand Chinese expatriates live in Nairobi and operate as
“[assistant] engineers with the company or contracting projects in Kenya,
managers and salesmen; small investors, [for] restaurants and Chinese
medicine clinics; come to work in the garment factory foreman and
technicians” (XinHua News). Although those health clinics are almost
exclusively for Chinese, the restaurants cater to nearly anyone who will pay
for the food. Local infrastructure building groups, such as those that are
involved with school or road development projects, typically have both
Kenyan and Chinese workers. The degree to which they directly interact
differs per job, but the language barrier is one of their main complications
(What’s On XiaMen).

This subject needs more (field) research to be properly explained.
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Besides physical laborers, the average Kenyan consumer can
encounter Chinese workers in the assortment of stores lining the streets of
Nairobi. “Among them are Chenghong Electronics (TV assembly and drycell batteries), Hwan Sang (furniture), CITCO (gas) and China Road and
Bridge (construction).” These Chinese companies in Nairobi are real
competition for local companies because they are affordable and big
enough to have many shoppers. Down the street from some of those stores
is a Chinese-owned and managed shopping complex, which is
commercially flourishing (What’s On XiaMen). City residents are not only
aware of the growing Chinese population, but are also clearly supporting
them financially by buying their goods and services. Naturally, an opposing
response exists as well. There are some who protest that jobs are being
stolen away from the Nairobians. A politician remarked that “China is
sucking from us,” and that they are exploiting certain aspects of society
(Brautigam).
Though language and spending culture differ between the two
peoples, there is no stopping them from interacting more as new stores
open up. And quite notably: whatever discrimination or pre-existing
conflicts that exist do not hinder the development either. Wang Shan Kun,
the boss at a large local automotive assembly company is quoted saying (in
broken English), “China and Kenya good friends.” There is a Chinese radio
station in town and even a TV program that streams from Asia that airs for
two hours a day on the Kenya Broadcasting Corporation (What’s On
XiaMen). Although this hints at societal integration, it can also be reasoned
that these progressions further separate the bounds between the two groups
because they allows the Chinese expats to maintain their own culture and
language, as if they were at home.
The situation in Nairobi gives evidence to support that there are
Kenyans who support Chinese development in the area, Kenyans who
distrust them in terms of intention, as well as Kenyans who are indifferent.
Some experts note a strict boundary between the two, claiming that the
Chinese are excluding themselves from Kenyan society because they want
to retain their culture as fully as possible. Others, notably government and
business leaders who paint rosy pictures of the relationship, believe that
society is in the process of intermixing simply because of increased contact
(Brautigam). More and more Chinese will pour into the African continent,
to cities like Nairobi, in search of economic opportunity. Particularly, as
Chinese companies build more infrastructure in the area, regular Kenyans
will come in contact with the physical products of their (mixed) labor.
!

Increased contact does usually mean more communication (a variety of
languages are used), but it also means more space for discrimination. One
can only hope that the interactions are pleasant or polite. The long-term
implications of their not-always-positive relationship include increased
xenophobia from the Kenyans and/or increased harshness from the Chinese
companies on their black employees. If disagreements go terribly offcourse, violence might flare up. To prevent such situations from arising,
openness about the biggest cultural differences must be addressed by both
sides and solution-building must occur3.
***
There are upwards of 260,000 Chinese residing in Angola, which
has a total population of around 20 million4 (about 1.5% Chinese). It must
be highlighted that the Chinese mostly live together in ghettos. People in
these ghettos speak various dialects, cook Chinese food, and preserve their
past traditions and habits. This international trend of tight overseas-Chinese
grouping prevents integration from occurring. The major issue that Angola
faces is that the large Chinese businesses import Chinese labor, mainly
because those workers expect lower wages and already are accustomed to
Asian working atmospheres. The high unemployment rates make for very
unhappy and disadvantaged Angolans. Not only are job opportunities
diminishing for young Angolan men, but space and capital are being used
up by foreigners (BBC News).
In a small city outside of the capital Luanda is a small hospital run
by Chongqing-born Dr. Wang. She attends to sick or injured Chinese
construction workers, and spoke to BBC about her experience in Angola:
“In my mind, Africa was a country filled with animals like zebras
and lions and lots of grass… So when I got here it was a big surprise…
They tell us that some Angolans have guns. Anyway I don't speak
Portuguese so it’s hard to communicate. I feel quite lonely sometimes…”
Dr. Wang does not shy away from confessing her timeworn stereotypes.
Whatever entity impacted her beliefs, whoever “they” is (perhaps Chinese
friends or government), clearly frightened and detached her further from
Angolans. During the interview she also described how she was never
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Different governments and organizations suggest open dialogue to improve tension,
whereas others have a set “path towards peace,” although peace is not the same thing as
integration. The concept of creating solutions for better relationships is explained in the
conclusion.
4
South Africa has a bigger Chinese population, but Angola has the highest ratio of ChineseBlacks on the African continent.!!
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encouraged to go to the nearby beach or town market because it was
rumored to be dangerous (BBC News). Some cases of violence against the
Chinese by Angolans have been recorded. Nevertheless, the few events of
beatings or kidnappings are surprisingly outnumbered by positive
encounters. Most of the locals are friendly toward Chinese people because
they “are very enthused about China’s attitude” (The China Africa Project).
There also is a middle-ground; as with the peoples of Kenya and other
African countries, Angolans are cautious of immigrants but are usually
well-mannered and cooperative. One may interpret that the biggest
impediment to assimilation in Angola is not the local Angolan mindset, but
the stubbornness of the Chinese themselves.
***
Cities like Nairobi and Luanda may soon foster integration. Most
Chinese adults do not wish to integrate primarily because they are unaware
of their own loyalties; do they appreciate their new land of opportunity or
are their hearts stuck in China?. As more Chinese workers migrate into the
booming 21st century Africa, their families will join them, and their
children will need (better) schools. The renowned Jane Goodall says that
she works “with hundreds of Chinese children, and they are not different
from children we work with here [in Africa]. They all love nature, they love
animals, they want to help, there's no difference because they're Chinese”
(Times LIVE). If children should be the focus, then assimilation may indeed
be deliberate. Science claims that although kids may be occasionally
discriminatory, they are not racist, and thus may be the perfect base for
peace and integration (Psychology Today). Their minds are ready be to
multi-lingual and multi-cultural, so mixed schools are an excellent solution
to the outwardly resilient boundary between Chinese and Africans. Just
within Kenya there are at least twenty universities and schools where
Mandarin is taught, but now Chinese expats must take the steps to learn
Swahili or English (Overseas…Education Online). Besides linguistic
integration, both cultures ought to fuse in their daily habits and interests.
The negative consequences of non-integration include destroying
trust between governments and discontinuing infrastructure projects that
surely help both the Chinese and Africans socio-economically. Minor
violent acts in some African cities may grow if unhappy relations continue.
If China wishes to carry on long-standing economic relationships with
African nations, the interactions on a local level must be continuously
positive and beneficial. Integration provides the foundation for future
social, economic, and political amity. Acknowledgement of discrimination
!

by the media and the people, as well as public dialogue, will help the two
cultures find solutions to their tension. The process of assimilation is
extensive but it would endure for decades.
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Defining ‘extremism’
Extremism, in the Oxford Dictionary is defined as ‘the holding of
extreme political or religious views.’5 The Merriam-Webster Dictionary
defines it as a ‘belief in and support for ideas that are very far from what
most people consider correct or reasonable’.6 Shaykh Muhammad Hisham
Kabbani, a speaker at the Islamic Supreme Council of America, defined
Islamic extremism as ‘when you turn from religion and take ideas that you
can extract for yourself, or deduce for yourself, and use to make a militant
movement and disturb the peace in your country or around the world.’7 The
terrorist movements in the region today can definitely be seen as extremist
in their radical Islamic view and unreasonable and threatening nature, but
this essay will argue that the situation in Pakistan did not start out this way.

To what extent was the rise of Islamic extremism in
Pakistan a result of the Soviet-Afghan war of 1979-1989?

!

By Maha Kabir

Introduction
Today, Pakistan is considered to be one of the most unstable places
in the world, being a safe haven for several terrorist groups. These groups
not only pose a threat to Pakistan and its surrounding regions, but also to
the rest of the world. Therefore, it is very important to investigate the roots
of such a global problem, and to analyze the events and circumstances that
led to what we are currently facing. This paper will argue that there were
six main factors of the Soviet-Afghan war which led to a rise in Islamic
extremism in Pakistan: (1) the use of Islam as a uniting force, (2) the rapid
influx of Afghan refugees into Pakistan, (3) the funding from the CIA, (4)
the funding from Saudi Arabia to promote Wahhabism, (5) General Zia’s
domestic policies, and (6) the interests of the Pakistani Intelligence after the
war.

Extremism in Pakistan pre-Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
Prior to 1979, there were no signs of the sectarian violence and
terrorism that plagues the region today.8 Mohamed Ali Jinnah, the founder
of Pakistan, himself said in his famous December 24, 1940 speech that,
“you are free; you are free to go to your temples. You are free to go to your
mosques or to any other places of worship in this State of Pakistan. You
may belong to any religion, caste or creed—that has nothing to do with the
business of the State.”9 Therefore, in Pakistan, religion was only meant to
be something personal that society and the government did not interfere
with. This statement by Mohammed Ali Jinnah was a political statement to
unite all Muslims in a new country, but given that the people had just
fought a war that revolved around religious separation, it was probably
wishful thinking.
Pakistan was politically stable in the years after its birth; religion
did not play much of a role in everyday life, except in the home. Zulfikhar
Ali Bhutto, founder of the Pakistan Peoples’ Party was the most
progressive and secular leader in Pakistan’s history- religion played no role
in his policies, although he did use it occasionally for the popularity of his
campaigns.10 Therefore, before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, Pakistan
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was not home to any extremist terrorist groups, nor was Islam an extremist
force threatening the stability of the country and its neighbors.
!
Background on the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
In 1978, the Afghan Communist Party started to gain power.
Headed by Mohammed Nur Taraki, the party was highly factionalized, and
more representative of the sentiments of the small urban population. The
Afghan Communist Party was backed by the Soviet Union, which made the
majority of Afghans dislike it even more since it was a government
supported by resented Europeans who had no connection to Afghanistan.11
The communists used a campaign of terror to consolidate their
power before the Soviet invasion of 1979, they eliminated not only the
tribal leaders who had previously held much of the power over the people,
but also the educated elite who disagreed with their policies, and the local
Islamic leaders who had much influence over the population. It is estimated
that in these purges anywhere from about 5000-10 000 Afghans were
killed, some even say up to 25 000.12 By December 1979, Soviet troops had
invaded Afghanistan after the request from the Afghan communist
government for help to legitimize their rule.
Islam as a uniting force
Islam was used as a uniting force to encourage the Afghans to fight
the Soviets. This, in the long-term, was a factor that led to the rise of
extremism in Pakistan. The Afghans became convinced that fighting the
“Russian infidels” was a jihadist duty, meaning a religious duty, not a
national one.13 According to Brigadier Ahmed, “the Pashtuns14 were not
evoked by the cause of Afghan nationalism, as they had never felt much
attached to the rest of the country.”15 Afghanistan and Pakistan are both
melting pots of ethnic groups; between these groups there is much
discrimination as each form their own identity according to their
differences. There is an ethnic unity that is much stronger than national
identity; whether Pashtuns are Afghan or Pakistani, they feel united as

one.16 “The [Afghan] Pashtuns were not going to fight for a nationalistic
cause, because there werre no feelings of patriotic unity in Afghanistan.
What really evoked them was fighting for their religion.”17 Islam teaches
Muslims a way of life; hence communism was a direct threat to Islam, as it
would impose its own way of life on the Afghans. Therefore, for the
Pashtuns, it was imperative to fight to protect their religion. The concept of
nationalism was disregarded; the struggle was now about fighting to save
Islam from communism.
Change of demographics in Pakistan
The change in demographics due to an influx of Afghan refugees in
Pakistan was a major factor in the rise of extremism. The Durand Line is
the name given to the border separating Afghanistan and Pakistan; it has
served as a de-facto border, as it is not recognized by the Afghan
government.18 The major ethnic group living on either side is the Pashtuns.
Ever since the Soviet-Afghan war, millions of Afghans have sought refuge
in Pakistan; at one point it was estimated that there were up to five million
Afghans who had crossed the Durand Line.19 Many went back after the war
had ended, but recent figures estimate that there are still around three
million Afghan refugees in Pakistan.20
Such statistics are very hard to measure because the Afghan
government does not accept the borders drawn by the Durand Line, so it
becomes hard to determine exactly where Afghanistan ends and Pakistan
starts. Also, the terrain in this mountainous region is very tough, but the
people living there know it very well; it is easy for them to cross the border
without being seen. Finally, the northern Federally Administered Tribal
Areas of Pakistan is self-ruled by the tribal groups who occupy it. So then
of course, it is difficult for the governments to keep track of how many
refugees are going in and out of Pakistan.
Pre-1978, Afghanistan had been ruled by the Pashtun Durrani
dynasty. The Soviet invasion eroded the Pashtun dominance, and the
nature of the Pashtun departure affected their position in Afghanistan- they
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literally disappeared from the northern provinces that they had occupied for
centuries, and their position in Afghan politics had been altered.21
In 1985, the Soviet soldiers started turning their attention from the
minority provinces to the Pashtun provinces which they had earlier left the
Afghan government to handle. Due to the sudden increase in Soviet threat,
the Pashtuns formed their own seven political parties in Peshawar,
Pakistan, and came together and fought the Soviets.22 Soon after the end of
the war, the Pashtuns tried to regain their power in Afghanistan, but they
failed due to social fragmentation and the fact that they had lost the power
they had once held over the country. Therefore, because of the Afghan
Pashtun political activity in Peshawar, Peshawar became heavily influenced
by the political motives of the Afghan leaders.23 The Afghans were much
more radical than the northern Pakistanis, as they had just experienced
political and ideological strife in their country. They had become
radicalized because they were being threatened; they wanted to restore the
Pashtun power, thus passing on this stimulus to the northern Pakistanis.

“They began to spread their new ideas among the fighters, radicalizing the
Islamist movement.”24 The northern regions of Pakistan, due to the influx
of refugees, were now greatly swayed by the newcomers. It can be argued
that due to the Soviet invasion, the fleeing of the Pashtuns gave rise to the
spread of extremism in Pakistan. Had the Russians not intervened, the
Afghans would not have had to escape the fighting and occupation of their
country. Then again, before the Russians were requested to aid the Afghan
communist government, many Pashtuns had already started leaving due to
the government’s lethal purges, so it can also be concluded that the
Russians merely worsened the problem.
American response to the Soviet threat
The funding that the Afghans got from the CIA through Islamabad
was a major factor in the rise of extremism in Pakistan. During the 1970s,
one of the US’s top priorities was forging closer relations with Pakistan.
The US thought that a militarily strengthened Pakistan would be crucial in
deterring the Soviet expansion in the direction of the West’s oil lifeline25,
but it was revealed later that the Soviets had no interest in seizing the oilrich Persian Gulf.26 At the time, the Pakistani leaders presumed that a
possible route of the Soviet troops would be through Pakistan’s northeast
region of Baluchistan- according to Brigadier Syed Najeeb Ahmed, the
Americans had actually told the Pakistanis that after Afghanistan, “they
would be next”.27 This statement is especially noteworthy coming from the
Brigadier, since he is a high-ranking official in the army and thus has firsthand knowledge of what was discussed between allies at the time of the
war. But alternatively, he could also be overstating the importance of the
situation.
Zbigniew Brzezinski, President Jimmy Carter’s advisor, revealed that on
July 3, 1979, unknown to the American public and Congress, “President
Jimmy Carter secretly authorized $500 million to create an international
terrorist movement that would spread Islamic fundamentalism in Central
Asia and ‘de-stabilise’ the Soviet Union.” 28 This statement is of
significance because Brzezinski was Carter’s foreign policy advisor and
was very involved in Afghanistan at the time; perhaps he waited this long
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to reveal the decisions that were made at the time so as not to put himself
and his position in danger by admitting what happened in the past. The CIA
called this Operation Cyclone, speculated to be their largest covert
operation ever; in the following years they poured $4 billion through the
Pakistani Intelligence into setting up Islamic training schools in Pakistan.29
Harry Kreisler 30 interviewed Khaled Ahmed, Consulting Editor of the
Friday Times31, and when he asked a question about Islamic extremism,
Ahmed responded: “I think there were many right-wing activists in the
United States who encouraged Pakistan to go that way. But what happened
in the process was that as our youth went into Afghanistan to get training,
they became a certain kind of Muslims. In Afghanistan, the predominant
school of thought is what is called Deobandi, which is a puritanical kind of
Islam.”32 This statement has revealed that some of Pakistan’s own youth
were directly involved in combat, having been heavily influenced by the
extremist teachings in the international donor-funded madrassas33.
Reagan’s strong anti-communist government ensured that the Mujahideen34
would be “extremely well-armed, financially backed, and trained to wage a
technologically advanced war against the Soviets.” 35 Gorbachev had
warned Reagan that if he allowed the Mujahideen to take control of
Afghanistan, it would not produce democracy; instead, the most extreme
forms of Islamism would rise up and triumph.36 At the time, the CIA did
not realize the long term consequences of arming and radicalizing the
Mujahideen, as for the time being, their primary goal was to defeat the
Soviets.
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CIA officials had met with the Mujahideen on several occasions to
express their mutual interests, and plan on what to do to ensure the Soviets
were defeated. 37 The CIA provided the Afghan fighters with the most
advanced technology, such as satellite mapping, anti-tank missiles, sniper
rifles, and later Stinger missiles.38 These expensive and advanced weapons
were provided to an uneducated and tribal population that was being
indoctrinated in US-funded madrassas to believe that the weapons were
there to eliminate anyone (the Soviets) who was threatening their religion.
In 1989, when the last of the Soviets were gone, the Americans
ceased their funding and left Afghanistan and Pakistan. “We're dealing
with the sort of unintended consequences, particularly because the United
States didn't really properly clean up after it left Afghanistan. We left it in
the hands of the Pakistanis and the Saudis. Pakistanis began to see all kinds
of possibilities for Afghanistan. They particularly did not want Pashtun
nationalism, which had always been a menace, to be out of their control. So
they've used the Taliban39 as a way of controlling Afghanistan.”40 Many say
that this is the reason that Islam became militant in in the region, because
the Americans left behind all sorts of weapons to a now radicalized people
in a land where the problems were nowhere near solved. Nasr also points
out that the Pakistanis used the newly-formed Taliban to fulfill their
political motives. These arguments will be examined in later sections.
Funding from Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia was one of the main monetary donors to the
Mujahideen, which again resulted in the rise of extremism in Pakistan.
Pakistan and Afghanistan, to this day, are the battlefields of the proxy war
between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Most Saudis are from a “puritanical sect of
Islam” called Wahhabism that is said to be very conservative form of
Sunnism.41 Saudi Arabia and the smaller Gulf States wish to restrict Iranian
influence, while importing their own brand of Islamic militancy in the form
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of Wahhabi combat volunteers and religious agitation.42 All over the oilrich Gulf, Shias are unhappy minorities who are persecuted for their
religious identity, except in Iran. For Saudi Arabia, the Shias in countries
such as Iraq and Pakistan are kept in check43, but in Iran they are not.
Therefore, this is another reason that Iran threatens Saudi’s control over the
Gulf.
When the Soviets invaded Afghanistan and Saudi saw the support
that Pakistan and the US were giving to the Afghan rebels, it saw this as the
perfect opportunity to promote Wahhabism in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
“The US funding was matched dollar for dollar by the government of Saudi
Arabia.”44 General Zia ul Haq and the CIA were trying to mobilize the
Afghans through religion, and therefore Saudi made sure that their version
of Islam was being induced in the refugees, to spread its influence in the
region. According to Vali Nasr, professor of International Politics at Tufts
University, and former Senior Advisor to the U.S. Special Representative
for Afghanistan and Pakistan, “Saudi Arabia has been the single biggest
source of funding for fanatical interpretations of Islam… There is no other
state that spends as much money at ensuring conservatism and fanaticism
among Muslims.” 45 This statement is especially valuable coming from
Nasr, because he specialized in Afghan and Pakistani politics for many
years, and his advisory role meant that he had certain knowledge of what
went on in the region that most people are not aware of. However his
Iranian descent may give him an anti-Saudi emphasis in his views.
The millions of dollars that poured into Pakistani training camps, along
with the support of Saudi imams who ensured that Wahhabism was being
taught, resulted in a rise in radicalism of the northern Pakistanis.
General Zia’s domestic policy
General Zia ul Haq46 overthrew the government of Zulfikhar Ali Bhutto in
1977 in a military coup which resulted in the assassination of Bhutto, two
years before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. General Zia’s role in the
Soviet-Afghan war is a major factor in the rise of extremism in Pakistan.
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General Zia’s cult of personality played a crucial role in the events which
unfolded from 1979 to 1989. Since he had taken over Pakistan in a military
coup, he did not have sufficient support of the people, as he had not been
elected democratically.47 Therefore, he needed something to justify his rise
to power; consequently, he used religion to legitimize his rule. According
to Brigadier Ahmed, “[General Zia] was of a very ironic character due to
his bigoted religiosity; his impetus for a jihadist movement was pushed by
his own personal policies and interests.”48 He also says that it was Zia’s
policies around the time of 1979-80 that resulted in Pakistan’s modern-day
extremism.49 Since the Brigadier plays a very important role in army, he
understands when problems for the country started to become apparent and
what decisions the government took in response to them at the time of war.
However, his opinions could be anti-Zia, either for personal reasons, or
because of influences from those around him, giving his statements a
limitation.
By December 1979, the Soviet troops had invaded Afghanistan
after the request from the new Afghan government to help legitimize their
communist rule. General Zia saw the perfect opportunity to cooperate with
the Americans in promoting Islamic policies that would further legitimize
his rule. He strategically used the opportunities, which presented
themselves in front of him and timed his policies well. Could we interpret
from this that due to Zia’s policies, Pakistan’s religious dynamics would
have changed anyway, even if there had been no Afghan-Soviet war? The
flaw in this argument is that General Zia would not have made these
policies had he known that America would not support it50. Already, the
West was uneasy about the Islamic Revolution in Iran, as Islamic influence
had suddenly grown in the region. Had General Zia introduced Islamic
policies without a Soviet threat in Afghanistan, America would have felt
that Islamic rule was spreading too fast, resulting in Pakistan potentially
losing a major ally. But Zia was lucky that he was able to pursue his
religious policies because of the environment around him; at the time,
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America would accept any policy, no matter how Islamist it was, if it
would help defeat the Soviet Union.51 Therefore, General Zia’s personality
and personal motives facilitated the American covert operations in
Afghanistan through Pakistan- had it been someone else, they may not have
agreed to do what Zia did, or with the extent of his actions.
Interests of the Pakistani Intelligence (ISI)52 after the war
So far, this essay has argued that radicalism grew in Pakistan as a
result of Pakistan’s geographical location, the ideological allies that it had
in the region, the American interests in Pakistan, and the interests of its
dictator. But there is another very important factor which has not yet been
discussed, and unlike the other factors, this one occurred after the end of
the Soviet-Afghan war, and after the death of General Zia.
The Soviet-Afghan war played a crucial role in the rise of
extremism in Pakistan. The Afghan refugees permanently changed
Pakistani demographics, the funding from Saudi Arabia and the CIA53
instilled a certain brand of Islam in the youth and provided them with
advanced weaponry, and General Zia’s rule and personal policies ensured
that Pakistan would be at the forefront of the war, and that it would be the
base for the Afghans fighters as well as the flow of money and arms. But
that was all during the war; after the war, the situation started to get out of
hand, and this was very much because of the interests of the Pakistani
Intelligence (ISI).
As soon as American interests in the region dried up, so did the
funding to Pakistan and the ISI, as well any potential for reconstruction
efforts in Afghanistan. In destroying the Soviet occupation in Afghanistan,
the U.S. essentially laid the ground work and infrastructure for their new
opponents. On Pakistan’s eastern border is its all-time enemy, India. To the
north is Afghanistan; though it shares geographical, cultural and ethnic ties
with Pakistan, it cannot be trusted.54 Therefore, Pakistan always needs to
have something to defend itself if its neighbors ever decide to attack.
Pakistan has three interests vis-à-vis Afghanistan that endure to the present
day: blunting Pashtun nationalism, preventing strategic encirclement by
India, and maintaining strategic depth against India. In the youth being
indoctrinated at the madrassas, the Pakistani Intelligence (ISI) saw a golden

opportunity to create a group of fighters that would protect them in any
time of struggle- the ISI nurtured the seeds that the Americans had sown.
They, along with wealthy Saudi individuals, continued funding and
radicalizing the youth who had fought in the war to create what we know
today as the Taliban.55 They are what the Pakistani government thinks will
protect the country if it is ever attacked.
It can therefore be concluded that, the Afghan refugees, Saudis and
Americans were responsible for creating the means from which extremism
would grow. But, it was also the careful development by the ISI of such
radical groups for its own political and security needs that the radicalism in
the region has resulted in the terrorism we face today. It could be argued
that the Americans had left the region in such bad shape that the extremism
would have erupted anyways, but the fact still remains that the ISI
worsened the situation by developing the growth of the Mujahideen
purposefully for their benefit.
Conclusion
The negative image of Pakistan in the media and around the world
is largely due to the extremist Islamist groups, most prominently the
Taliban who reside there and have created instability in the region. As this
essay has argued, Pakistan was not always like this. It has only been an
independent nation for 66 years, but the problems of demographic shifts,
corrupt dictators, covert operations, and terrorism have plagued it for over
half its existence. This essay has attempted to analyze and evaluate the six
factors which led to the situation Pakistan faces today: (1) the use of Islam
as a uniting force, (2) the rapid influx of Afghan refugees into Pakistan, (3)
the funding from the CIA, (4) the funding from Saudi Arabia to promote
Wahhabism, (5) General Zia’s domestic policies, and (6) the interests of the
Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) after the war. The Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan therefore did lead to the rise of extremism in Pakistan. The
Soviet-Afghan war, which was at first seen as a victory, had profound
consequences that have come back to haunt not only Pakistan, but the rest
of the world as well.
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Abstract
The effects of alcohol consumption on the human body have been
exhaustively studied and are also widely acknowledged. However, there is
perhaps only speculation and unverifiable statistics on the subject of how
consumption levels impact the household economy, productivity levels, and
the harmony of society. This paper looks into the case of the south Indian
state of Tamil Nadu and investigates how the government controlled
monopolised distribution and sales of alcohol have changed the
socioeconomic dynamics of the state’s low income households. The
findings point towards a strong dissent towards the government’s policy of
expanding the liquor outlets, known as TASMAC, in the last ten years for
the sole purpose of churning out greater state revenues. The impact that
increased alcohol consumption is having on the poor is often overlooked
because people are blinded by the glamorous scorecard TASMAC’s
revenue sheet proves to be. Moreover, this paper also attempts to estimate
the public’s sentiment on the spread of TASMACs in rural Tamil Nadu,
and how differently, if at all, the drinkers and the onlookers respond to the
21!

issue. The findings clearly demonstrate a greater scale of domestic abuse
among the drinkers while under the influence vis-à-vis the non-drinkers.
The drinking male slices 20% of his real income towards alcohol. Also, it is
uncovered that of the potential earnings of the drinking male 40% is
drained as loss in productivity.
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Introduction
India is a vast sub-continent and the drinking habits vary greatly
between the different states. It is therefore impossible to describe a single
drinking culture for the whole of India56. There are states in the country
such a Gujarat and Manipur which are considered ‘dry’ for their ban on
alcohol production and sales, and also states such as Kerela, Delhi, and
Tamil Nadu where the wholesale and retail distribution of alcohol is
completely under the state government’s control. Government control of a
commodity like alcohol, which carries with it the broadly accepted social
and economic costs, does not necessarily point to a welfare initiative
towards limiting the public’s exposure to this commodity. It in fact can be
tapped as a convenient strategy towards government revenue. Kerela, for
example, is a state which allows for the sales and distribution of alcohol
only through the Kerala State Beverages Corporation Ltd (BEVCO) which
is a public sector company. Not surprisingly, Kerela is also the highest
alcohol consuming state in the country and 22% of state revenue comes
from the sales of alcohol BEVCO generates57.
State governments are becoming increasingly more reliable on
alcohol to pay their bills; the consequences of doing so through expansion
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of TASMAC outlets, which is making alcohol more accessible to the rural
poor, is bleeding the people. As the level of alcohol consumption continues
to grow at an increasing rate, the problems associated with alcohol
consumption are also on the rise. There have been studies conducted to
show the socioeconomic impact of alcohol in various states across India.
One area that has been highlighted in these studies is the relationship
between alcohol and domestic abuse. The findings of a study across the low
income areas of Mumbai indicate a strong correlation between the drinking
habits of men and their brash behaviour towards their wives, where alcohol
use leads to problems ranging from physical and verbal abuse to emotional
and sexual violence in marriage58. This co-occurrence of alcohol abuse and
domestic violence, including forced sex within marriage in India, is widely
acknowledged.59 Another study conducted in the state of Karnataka focuses
on the economic costs associated with the consumption of alcohol. There,
the National Institute of Mental Health and Neurological Sciences reports
that for every rupee the government got off a bottle of alcohol, it lost more
than ₹2 in terms of healthcare expenses and lost productivity60.
This study focuses on the case of Tamil Nadu. It is the southernmost state
of India with a total area of 130,058 km2, and a population of 72,147,030.
Its
economy
is
predominantly agrarian, and
it is the second largest
contributor to India’s GDP.
This study investigates the
alcohol economy of Tamil
Nadu and the effects that
the
monopolised
state
controlled distribution of
alcohol, through the Tamil
Nadu
State
Marketing
Corporation (TASMAC),
has had on the low income
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households of the state. The study looks into the economics of income loss,
productivity loss, and direct medical costs of alcohol consumption. Also,
drawing from the findings of the Mumbai study, there is an attempt to study
the social costs of rising alcoholism in Tamil Nadu. All of this has been
investigated in view of the extent to which TASMAC can be argued to be
responsible for the findings of this study.
The tax revenue on alcohol has two components - excise
tax and sales tax, each constituting roughly 50% of the total. A large part of
the tax revenue is accounted as profit for the state since it is both the
wholesale and retail vendor and the difference in the prices goes directly to
the state exchequer.
Tamil Nadu is India's largest liquor market, with monthly sales of
4.2 million cases and is growing at more than 12% by volume. Sale of
liquor in the state-run TASMAC outlets continue to be a major source of
income
for
the
Tamil Nadu government with
a
whopping ₹21,680.67 crore earned as total revenue during 2012-13.61 With
such a glamorous scorecard, TASMAC has been expanded and prices been
consistently inflated. The government’s policy towards alcohol, i.e. towards
TASMAC, has solely been driven by the incentive of greater profits,
disregarding the negative fallouts of rising alcohol consumption on
household income, standard of living, and worker productivity across the
state.
The Alcohol Economy of Tamil Nadu
As per the reports of IOGT International62, India is one of the
largest producers of alcohol in the world and contributes to 65% of
worldwide production and nearly 7% of imports into the country. It is clear
that the alcohol economy of India is an integral one that churns significant
revenue for the government through induced taxed. However, to disregard
or even believe that the government policies towards this heavily controlled
and much addictive commodity are all bona-fide would only pre-empt our
ignorance towards the state of policy, politics, and governance in India.
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The case of Tamil Nadu is an interesting one when the question of
alcohol distribution and availability is put forth. At first, it seems that the
complete government control of a demerit commodity such as alcohol
invokes the thought of an approach towards limiting the access and sales of
alcohol from the government’s perspective, especially in a country where at
least a third of the drinkers fall in the ‘hazardous drinkers’ category.63. It
yields towards a recognition of the widely accepted negative social costs of
alcohol consumption, especially from the standpoint of the low-income
Indian society, where consumption levels are above moderate with several
reported cases of alcohol induced crime, abuse, injury, and fatality. For the
government to intervene in such a prevailing scenario seems to be, in the
interest of public welfare. However, the findings direct us towards
something more obscure, which is why Tamil Nadu government’s purpose
of controlling and monopolising the sales and distribution of alcohol is
being questioned and its impact being analysed in this study. It is clear that
the Tamil Nadu government has found a convenient revenue churning
mechanism through the expansion of TASMAC across the state,
particularly into the rural areas. But in doing so the manner and extent to
which the low income households are directly and implicitly impacted is
the crux of our concern in this paper.
The
focus is on the
low-income
households of
Tamil Nadu,
due to the fact
that
their
alcohol
consumption
patterns make
up a greater
portion of their
average
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incomes. The study thereby focuses on the direct monetary impact of
alcohol consumption, its social costs, the loss of economic productivity,
and the increased medical expenditures.
The spread of alcohol through TASMACs becomes more
interesting given the inroads that TASMAC has made into Tamil Nadu’s
rural areas. Even though it is common to have alcohol readily available in
the urban centres across India, the proximity and ease of access to alcohol
that TASMAC has brought about to the villages is intriguing. In order to
gauge the larger sentiment towards this change TASMAC has brought to
the dynamics of rural Tamil Nadu there is a deliberate focus on the rural
areas, with over 80% of the study focusing on the low income households
in the villages.
Even with the case TASMAC has to offer and its deep scope of
investigation, there isn’t enough research on this subject. The media has
covered stories on how there has been resistance to the opening of
TASMAC outlets in select areas by the local residents of the place, but
there hasn’t been any quantitative study conducted that would encompass
the pan Tamil Nadu opinion on the malignant spread of TASMAC and the
effects of the same. More importantly, the controversies and contentions
surrounding the decision to centrally control and monopolise the
distribution of alcohol have been insufficiently covered ever since October
2003 when the government passed an amendment to the Tamil Nadu
Prohibition Act, 1937, making TASMAC the sole retail vendor of alcohol
in the state 64 . With the local media pressured by the government to
satisfactorily cover the issues that TASMAC brings with it, this
independent study is devoid of any external influences and is aimed at
presenting the facts as they seem.
As argued by Dr Johnson Edayaranmula of IOGT International,
documentation on the overall effects of alcohol has been poor in India.
Alcohol’s increasing availability and use in the last decade has also brought
a myriad of problems, affecting both the individual and society. Efforts to
tackle the problem have been piecemeal and fragmented, resulting in lack
of direction and focus65. Also, given the personal and subjective nature of
what alcohol induced social problems could resemble, there is insufficient
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data on alcohol induced abuse, economic productivity loss, etc. In an
atetmpt to remdedy this, the subject of the study is the first of its kind and
hence rooted in primary research.
During the course of our surveys, a young man made a point, ‘to
reach the nearest hospital from this village, we have to ride (on a bicycle) to
the main highway and then take a bus (which comes once in a 30mins) to
the town which is 25 kms away. But to reach the nearest TASMAC, we just
have to walk 2 kms.’ Reconciliation of what this young man said makes
any study on the reasons and consequences of the government’s drive to
open alcohol vending outlets over basic healthcare facilities intriguingly
pertinent.
Methodology
The socio-economic impact of the spread of alcohol through
TASMAC has been set on the parameters of: income loss, productivity loss,
health and injury, violence and induced abuse, drinking patterns among
members of a family, and the social opinion on TASMAC’s spread. The
focus is only on the consumption of alcohol by the males, with the
presumption of women’s alcohol consumption to be none, because given
the cultural realities and norms of the Tamil society, alcohol consumption
by women is negligibly prevalent.
The aim was to survey a sample of 600 personnel, 300 men and
300 women, that would spread across the state of Tamil Nadu and
convincingly be representative of the demographics and realities of Tamil
Nadu’s low income households. The state has a population of 74.32 million
with over 55% living in rural areas. However, since most of the low income
groups associated with occupations related to agricultural farming and labor
are in the rural parts of the state, 500 of the 600 surveys were conducted
evenly around 5 villages, namely Veeramudaiya Natham (East),
Kilavadinatham (East), Nannimangalam (Central), Miralur (Central), and
Thirumangalam (SouthEast). The final 100 surveys were conducted in the
capital city of Chennai (North), and covered again the relatively poor
people who dwell in the city’s slums. All monetary values are in
denominations of the Indian currency, rupee.
In order to cover all parameters correctly, the questionnaire was
designed differently for women and men. The idea was to make the
questions seem more appropriate to the candidate being surveyed, and also
to avoid any plausible reasons of discomfort in answering certain questions
which would otherwise seem too outrageous or personal to inquire about.
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For example, given the question of alcohol induced violence by the married
men on their wives, the answers were collected separately from the men’s
point of view and the women’s. Moreover, the women in our survey were
surveyed by a female and the men by a male so that the conversation and
crucial personal answers were unrestrained in their flow to the surveyor. It
was also ensured that the male counterparts of the family were not present
when the females were being surveyed (as the females were surveyed
during the day when the men were at work).
Of the expected discrepancies between the responses given by men
and women, one significant observation involved the nature of responses
given by the women on their husband’s drinking patterns and alleged
tendencies to abuse, as opposed to the men’s responses, which indicated
slightly more conservative results. A relatively smaller composition of the
sample of males admitted to drinking compared to the responses given by
the sample of women on their husband’s drinking patterns. Even among the
men who admitted to alcohol consumption, they reported, predictably, a
lesser frequency of consumption.
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Results and Analysis
Drinking Patterns across Societal Categories: Of the sample surveyed,
63% of women admitted that their husbands consumed alcohol. Of this,
60% can be termed as addicts66.
Composi'on)Drinking)(%))

Income Vs Drinking
An assessment of the drinking patterns of the average male requires
the broad classification of the average male across social, occupational, and
economic lines.
Upon observing the wage composition of the sample, it can be noted that
among those earning in terms of daily wages, close to 40% earn between
₹100-₹200, 28% between ₹201-₹300. When this data is juxtaposed against
the composition of wage earnings exclusively for those who have reported
alcohol consumption, the findings tell that there isn’t any stark discrepancy
in the earnings. Similarly for monthly salary earners, 42% earn in the
₹2000-₹5000 category as against 39% in the same category among
drinkers. Therefore, the findings hold consistent with those men who make
a monthly salary. It can be argued that the drinking tendencies of men in
Tamil Nadu have no bearing on the person’s earnings.

Drinking)Trends)Observed)Across)Categories)

Village'City'
Composi6on'of'
42.31'63.83'
Drinkers'

SC'

BC'

52.73'33.06'

MarrieUnmar
d'' ried'
50.72'31.94'

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
66

For males drinking more than 3 days a week
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Occupation Vs Drinking
The occupational spread of the sample, against the occupational spread
among the drinkers of the sample, however, does display an emerging
pattern. Here, it is observed that even though 26% of the sample constituted
agricultural laborers, among drinkers their composition stood at 34%. The
overall change in the occupational spread of the sample as against the
spread among drinkers is noticeable upon comparing the Figure above.
Urban Vs Rural
Since the study sampled low-income households across the rural and urban
settings of Tamil Nadu, the drinking tendencies of the rural population
contrasted with the urban does showed a visible difference. 42.31% of the
males in the rural areas admitted to drinking, as opposed to 63.83% in the
urban areas.
Scheduled Castes Vs Backward Castes
Given the social landscape of India, caste is always a relevant and integral
parameter of study. The government provides reservations and guides its
welfare policies in-keeping with the caste dynamics of the country.
Moreover, in the villages, the homes of the backward castes (BC) and the
scheduled castes (SC) are almost never integrated.67 The drinking trend
observed among SCs and BCs was also indicative of a major discrepancy,
with 53% of the SCs reporting alcohol consumption as against 33% of the
BCs. The average SC is therefore much more likely to be drinking than the
average BC as indicated in Figure 6 below.
Married Vs Unmarried
Another classification which proves to reveal an interesting pattern
comes through the statistic on the percentage of married men drinking
compared with the percentage of unmarried men drinking. It can be seen
that almost one in two married men is likely to drink, compared to one in
three among unmarried men.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
67

SC stands for the most backward and marginalised caste category, eligible for special
reservations and benefits from the government aimed at providing a level playing field. BC
stands for the backward categories which still fare better than the SCs. Both SCs and BCs
are considered lower castes. The higher castes were mostly absent from our study since
villages mostly consisted of SCs and BCs only.
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Economic Costs
The complete assessment of the economic costs of drinking in
Tamil Nadu has been done based on three grounds. The first is the
percentage of real income that alcohol consumption takes up. The second
are the medical costs that are mounting due to alcohol induced illnesses and
injuries. Finally, the third is a mathematically deduced monetary account of
the loss in productivity caused because of high degrees of alcohol
consumption.
Income
The data for assessing the percentage of income lost due to
drinking is collected from what the men reported their own expenses on
alcohol to be. The average male earns ₹291.43 a day (wage) of which he
spends ₹10.91 a day on alcohol, or ₹7433.10 a month (salary) of which he
spends ₹306.36. This amounts to 3.74% for wage earners and 4.12% for the
salaried.
However, looking at the average drinking male68, he earns ₹291.39
a day (wage) of which he spends ₹52.23 a day on alcohol. For the monthly
salary earner, he earns 7952.83 a month of which he spends ₹1450.8. This
amounts to ₹17.92% for wage earners and 18.24% for the salaried.
Therefore, the percentage of income spent on alcohol is drastically more for
the average drinking male than of the average male.
Medical Costs
Following income, the next significant cost of alcohol consumption
is rooted in alcohol induced injuries and illnesses. Of all the men surveyed,
46.24% reported that they drink. Out of this sample 24% reported having
alcohol induced medical problems.. The average cost for treatment that
followed suit is about ₹25,966.06. An important thing to note about
alcohol induced medical expenses is that when there is an accident due to
alcohol consumption; the cost is likely to be very high. One medical cost
that occurs frequently is stomach ulcers.
Productivity Loss
Productivity loss caused due to alcohol consumption is a notion
that has been prevalently discussed qualitatively across several alcohol

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
68

The drinking male has been defined as any male over the age of 21 who has reported
positively to alcohol consumption for a frequency of more than once a month
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the women who reported positivity when asked if alcohol consumption has
led to a lapse in productivity, claimed that they were poorer today because
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studies around the world. However, through the data on reported
days/hours of work time lost due to alcohol consumption, equated to the
average money made per working day, a quantitative monetary assessment
of productivity loss has been attempted.
When drinking men were asked if alcohol consumption has led to
any work-time loss, 33.65% of the drinking males admitted to it. It can be
speculated that the 66.35% of drinking men have claimed to no loss in
work time due to their misunderstanding of work time loss in the first
place. Several of these men not working in regular full-time jobs may not
fully comprehend the idea of not working every day or/and looking for
work every day, and thereby being unproductive. For them, this may just be
the way it is; it is accepted to refrain from working after a night of heavy
drink and game. In this way, many of the men who drink and don’t look for
jobs due to their physical incapacity to do so, do not feel of it as a loss in
work-time or productivity because this is simply the norm. Therefore,
productivity loss can only be admitted by a person if the person agrees to
the fact that his unproductive time could have been used towards some
productive activity, yielding in monetary benefits. With this consensus on
the definition of productivity loss, the following section has been computed
quantitatively.
34.97% of the women who agreed to their husband’s loss in work
time, said that their total days of lost work (caused due to alcohol
consumption) amounted to 3,14days/week for wage earners, and
3.29days/week for monthly salary earners. Of the 33.65% men who agreed
to a loss in work time due to drinking, on the other hand, claimed that their
drinking caused only 14.12hrs/week of loss in work time. This can be
understood as the working males not really admitting to productivity loss
due to this being the norm for their working pattern as explained above.
The data collected on the matter from women therefore gives a much higher
estimate of their husband’s loss in work time due to alcohol consumption. It
is also indicative of the fact that women observe their husbands’ reluctance
to look for a jobs when physically incapable to do so because of the
alcohol’s effect on their body, and take that into account as contributory to
productivity loss. Men, on the other hand, do not do so. In order to avoid
the drinking man’s bias towards reporting his loss in work time, the data on
reported productivity loss has been extracted from the women’s responses
on their husband’s loss in work time due to his drinking habits. 96.23% of
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of alcohol consumption. This claim will now be validated through the
quantitative analysis in this section.
This drinker with reported productivity loss could have been
earning ₹296.12+₹142.92 every day and worked 7 days a week, assuming
he drinks every day. And given he drinks 6.33 days/week, the total
monetary loss per day comes to ₹129.19, which amounts to a 43.7% of
what he earns on an average daily.
Monthly salary earners lose 3.29 days/week. This comes to a
reported productivity loss of ₹3469.70/month, assuming the person drinks
every day. Given that this man drinks 6.19 days/week, the monetary value
for productivity loss is ₹3068.21/month. This amounts to 41.56% of what
they earn on an average monthly.
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The figures for productivity loss only stand for those who have
reported/admitted to loss in productivity or work time due to drinking. As
observed, these people also fared a much higher frequency of consumption
as against that of the average drinker. It can be inferred, still, that a degree
of productivity loss exists for those who drink but have not
reported/admitted to any loss in work time due to drinking. However, since
this is only a calculated speculation and not validated through specific
corresponding responses like for the data above, we assume that the rest of
the 65.03% of the drinking men (as reported by their wives) show no
productivity loss at all as a result of their drinking. In keeping with this
assumption, we shall underpin the productivity loss for the average
drinking male.
For the low-income earning drinking male- Using the data on lost
productivity reported by womenAverage wage earned by the drinking male is ₹315.79/day as
against the overall average day wage of ₹321.87. Average salary of the
drinking male is ₹10426.98/day as against the overall average monthly
salary of ₹10250.9.
The average drinker is earning a lower wage than the average
person in the sample. However, for the monthly salary earning average
drinker, his income is slightly higher than the average of the sample for the
same.
The economic productivity loss for the wage earning average
drinker comes to 41.5 per drinking day. The average wage earning
drinking male drinks for 2.31 days/week, as against 1.52 days/week for the
average wage earning person.
The average wage earning drinker could have been earning
₹315.79+₹41.5 every day and worked 7 days a week, assuming he drinks
every day. Given that he drinks 2.31 days/week, the total monetary loss
per day comes to 13.7, which amounts to 4.34% of what they earn on an
average daily.
Average drinking monthly salary earners lose 0.73 days a week.
This comes to an average productivity loss of ₹1087.28 per month,
assuming the person drinks every day. Given this man drinks 3.49
days/week, the monetary value of productivity loss is ₹542.09 per month.
This amounts to 5.2% of what they earn on an average monthly.
The figures above correspond to the drinking patterns and the loss
in productivity of the average drinking male. The following section will
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thus focus on the average drinking tendencies and subsequent loss in
productivity for the average low income earning male of Tamil Nadu.
For low-income earning male - Using the data on lost productivity
reported by womenAverage wage earned is ₹321.87. Average salary earned is ₹10250.9.
The economic productivity loss is worth ₹28.51 per drinking day
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with the average wage earning person drinking 1.52 days/week.
The average wage earning person could have earned
₹321.87+₹28.51 and worked 7 days a week, assuming he drinks every day.
And given the average wage earning person drinks 1.52 days/week, the
total monetary loss per day is ₹6.19 which amounts to 1.92% of what they
earn on an average daily.
Monthly salary earners lose 0.41 days a week. This comes to an
average productivity loss of ₹600.4 per month, assuming the person drinks
every day. Given that this man drinks 1.95 days/week, the monetary value
for productivity loss is ₹167.25/month. This amounts to 1.63% of what
they earn on an average monthly.
Looking at these findings, it is evident that th edrinking male with reported
productivity shows a much higher degree of productivity loss compared to
the average drinking male.
28!

Social Costs
A prevalent social problem in India is gender inequality.
Traditionally, married women are expected to attend to the matters at
home. Results from this study reinforce that common notion, with 67% of
the women surveyed being housewives. 17% of women, predominantly in
the villages are involved with agricultural labor, while 7%, mostly in the
city do household labor work.
As previously mentioned, the Mumbai study demonstrated how
domestic violence is prevalent among uneducated women, poor women,
and women in situations that magnify gender inequalities, such as income,
age, or educational differentials. In this study, 67% of women are in a state
where domestic violence has the potential to breed and develop. Out of the
women surveyed, 63% reported having husbands that drink. Out of the
63% that drink, 51% drink daily.
As mentioned in the methodology, men seem to be more
conservative about disclosing details on their drinking pattern. In the
charts below on frequency of alcohol consumption, one can see that only
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25% of the men reported daily drinking while 51% of women stated that
they have husbands that drink daily.
Domestic abuse is common, even without the influence of alcohol,
given the fact that men in the typical patriarchal Indian society have
always had an economic upper hand(67% of women are housewives as
found in our survey results). This is intensified in the low-income
households, which this study focuses on. As seen through the results, when
a habitual drinker is under the influence, the cases of verbal and physical
abuse, as well as violent behaviour towards children are drastic. Among
non-drinkers, there are cases where domestic abuse is common, but the
difference is drastic when compared to the cases of abuse by men under
the influence of alcohol.
Out of the sample taken, 28% of women admitted that their nondrinking husbands verbally abuse them. 9% of women admitted that their
non-drinking husband physically abuses them while 8% stated that their
non-drinking husband behaves violently towards their children.
On the other hand, 60% of women admitted to verbal abuse, 42%
to physical abuse, and 26% to violent behaviour towards children, while
their husband was under the influence.
Another interesting observation is that the amount of males who drink and
engage in violent behaviour while drunk, decreases immensely when they
are not drinking.
The same women with drinking husbands reported that when their
husbands are not under the influence, only 10% verbally abuse, 5.5%
physically abuse, and 3% are violent towards their children.
This proves that males are much less violent without the intake of alcohol.
Not only does science support the hypothesis that alcohol disinhibits men
from engaging in restraint in contexts in which it is socially acceptable to
engage in verbal or physical abuse against their spouse, the same pattern is
seen through the results collected from this study. In all three scenarios of
verbal abuse, physical abuse, and violent behaviour towards children, the
male who drinks and is under the influence abuses the most. The same
drinking male abuses much less while not under the influence.
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Case studies
While conducting this survey, it was slightly difficult to ask about
domestic abuse, as women felt uncomfortable discussing personal matters
with a complete stranger. However some women were very vocal about
their experiences. The women from the city seem to be drastically
affected by their husbands drinking. One problem that was commonly
mentioned was that due to their husbands drinking habit, there was not
enough money being brought home to the household, forcing women to
look for jobs, primarily household labor. Women felt as though their
husbands were weighing their families down with their drinking problem
rather than supporting them.
Case 1:
Mukulakshmi,40, of Dharmapuram, Chennai is married to Edwin, 45, who
drinks daily. She says that both her son and husband don’t work, therefore
they don’t bring any money home for the family, forcing the women to
provide for the family. Mukulakshmi and her daughter in law do
household labor work. Besides the fact that her son doesn’t monetarily
support her family, while under the influence he is violent towards his wife
to the extent of threatening to kill her. He also verbally and physically
abuses his wife.
Case 2:
One of the cleaning ladies at the Royal Womens’ hostel in Kodambakkam,
Chennai says that she lost her husband due to his drinking habit. He died
at the age of 53 due to an accident that resulted from drinking. While he
was drunk he crossed the railroad tracks and fell and passed out, which
later caused him to be run over by a train. She has two teenage daughters
and she struggles to support on her own. She said that before he passed he
made a monthly income of ₹12000 and financially their family was better
off. However there were nights where he would come home late at night
after drinking heavily and her daughters and herself would have to help
him inside. Due to these occurrences she feels that, regardless of their
financial situation they are happier now that they don’t have to deal with
his drinking.
Family lineage in Drinking Pattern
It has been widely argued that the exposure to alcohol in a
household with a drinking male contributes to a greater tendency to
consume alcohol among the younger males in the family. For example, the
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son of a drinking father may be more prone to drinking, on the grounds of
the influence his father’s habit of drinking might have had on him. In order
to investigate this generic claim, the study attempted to track the family
lineage among the drinking males of the house hold.
Of all the men surveyed, 74.38% were married. Of them, 50.72%
consumed alcohol, of which 74.53% had sons. Of all these sons, 34.18%
were over 21 years of age, with 18.52% consuming alcohol regularly.
On the other hand, of the 49.28% who didn’t drink, 58.25% had
sons of which 53.33% were over 21 years of age. In this selection, it was a
mere 9.38% that consumed alcohol regularly.
Therefore, the findings assert the claim that the son of a father
who consumes alcohol is about 2 times more likely to be consuming
alcohol than the son of a non-drinking father.
Public opinion on TASMAC
Even though the government of Tamil Nadu has been consistent
with the argument that TASMAC is an important revenue generating tool,
through which many of the welfare schemes and political freebies such as
blenders, fans etc. are funded, the larger public opinion on TASMAC
seems to be apprehensive. There have been several demonstrations in the
past against the opening of TASMAC outlets in certain localities by the
local residents and social activists, but most of the dissent gets understated
in the media due to the strong influence of the state ruling party has on the
local press. In order to correctly gauge the magnitude of the issue, the
survey conducted covered questions and polls which helped estimate what
the public opinion on TASMAC is.
Studies found that, an overwhelming 95% of all men who drink
wanted TASMAC to be closed. This goes on to underpin the point that
TASMAC is spreading not because there is demand for alcohol, but
instead that people are drinking because of the spread of TASMAC and the
increasing ease of access to alcohol. It also shows that the people who
drink are aware of the negative economic, social costs of alcohol
consumption, and are in fact willing to forgo them but unable to do so due
to their addiction to alcohol, which TASMAC is capitalising on.
Moreover, 93% of all men and an almost unanimous proportion of women
want the local TASMAC around their area to be closed. Perhaps women
are more aggressively against TASMACs because they are at the receiving
end of the negative social impact TASMAC has had on the low-income
society of Tamil Nadu.
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As is evident, the existence and effects of TASMAC are
significant among the low income groups of Tamil Nadu. It is still
imperative to view the seriousness of this matter while acknowledging
other relevant concerns that people have such as better education, better
healthcare, better roads etc. The dissent against TASMACs opening in
every locality in the urban space and more and more densely in the rural
interiors of Tamil Nadu is very prevalent. Among men, 24% were of the
view that ‘Closing TASMACs’ should be the first priority of the
government. Among women, 62% felt the same. Again, this result goes on
to extend the point that women are more ardently against TASMACs due
to its negative effects on the wellbeing of the family and society.
Moreover, the men’s responses on their expectations from the
government pointed towards another interesting discovery. Even though
‘better education’ was polled as the most important issue by the men
consistently, the priority placed on the issue of ‘closing TASMAC’ was
higher by those who were the beneficiaries of TASMAC’s spread, the
drinkers. As seen in the figure above, 28.68% of the drinking men felt
closing TASMACs should be the first priority of the government, against
20.67% of the non-drinking men who felt the same way. Therefore,
TASMAC is not just an issue among the non-drinkers who are suffering
due to the external social effects of the rise in alcohol consumption in
society, but a concern across men, women, drinkers, and non-drinkers
alike; it is, in fact, even more of a concern among the men who consume
alcohol. With such widespread, anti-TASMAC public sentiment, the Tamil
Nadu Government’s pro-people claims and ethos are under question.
Closing Remarks
The study points towards a very strong correlation between the
rise of TASMAC and the increasing influence of alcohol consumption
among the low income households of Tamil Nadu. But more interestingly,
people do not seem to be oblivious to this at all; as is evident from
interviews with them where they made it clear that there existed a strong
disapproval of TASMAC.
It can be argued that this strong disapproval implicitly comes
based on the grounds of what this paper goes on to prove. Firstly, it is seen
that the drinking male spends about 17-20% of his income towards his
craving. This, when looked at from the view of the average male, is a
much smaller 3-5%. Recognising that there is no significant disparity
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between the average incomes of the drinkers and the non-drinkers, the hole
that alcohol consumption is digging into the drinker’s pocket is a matter of
concern, since it detracts from commodities such as education, healthcare,
nutrition in the low-income drinking households of Tamil Nadu.
Moreover, there are additional costs of medical expenses, which
have been incurred due to drinkers’ bad habits. 25% of all drinkers have
faced the brunt of alcohol induced illnesses and injuries, the treatment for
which has amounted to ₹26000 on an average. This is three times the
income the average low-income household male makes a month.
Looking at productivity, statistics suggest that for those drinkers
who admitted to loss in work time due to alcohol consumption, there is a
monetary loss of 40%-42% of their potential income, weighing for their
income, number of days lost due to drinking, and number of days alcohol
consumed per day. The results for productivity, however, come out to be
much lesser when looked at the entire sample because we assume a zero
net loss in productivity for those who report none. The explanation for
such responses among even profuse drinkers has been covered in the
analysis; loss in work time does not feel like loss in work time to them
because the norm established to be not working following a day of heavy
drinking is largely not viewed as a potential working day lost.
Beyond the economic repercussions of alcohol consumption
among the low-income households, what is also pertinent is the social
impact alcohol consumption has. The results reaffirm what is also widely
accepted in India- that incidents of wife beating have been identified in
greater frequency with drinking men. Even though the drinking men beat
their wives significantly more than the non-drinking men, most of the
violent behaviour surfaces when under the influence of alcohol. It was also
evident that households with a drinking father were more likely to have
their son drinking too.
What TASMAC is to the Tamil Nadu government is what perhaps steroids
can be to a bodybuilder. It churns out revenues for the state in a convenient
and quick way, similar to the steroids that pump a body builder’s pectorals
with minimum actual effort. In both situations, the beneficiary becomes
dependent on the source and may even suffer in the long run due to the
negative effects of taking the easy way out. TASMAC is making the
government too dependent on its revenues for state funds. By maximising
on the increasing returns through the greater installments of TASMAC
units, which further pushes the sales of politically favoured liquor brewers,
the government is making money at the peril of the people. The study
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outlines how people are economically and socially suffering due to
TASMAC. But the sales and revenues for TASMAC, even with such
staunch dissent, fail to fall because of the drinker’s incapacity to boycott
this addictive inelastic commodity. This is ascertained through the results
collected surveying the public opinion on TASMAC, which expressed an
almost unanimous consensus, across women and men, on the question of
whether the government should close their nearest TASMAC.
Furthermore, it was the drinkers who seemed to be more categorically and
vehemently in favour of this call than the non-drinkers.
It is rather unfortunate to note that even with complete state
control of a commodity like alcohol, which is legally exclusive to adults,
there is almost no vigilance of the purchasing person at a TASMAC outlet.
It was expected, at least, that with government control of alcohol retail, the
drinking laws of the state would be strictly abided by. However, the results
show that 80%-85% of TASMAC outlets see underage drinking almost
regularly in their locality. This is entirely suggestive of the negligent mode
of operation of the TASMACs, wherein there is no requirement of an
identity and age verification before a purchase.
The magic of alcohol on the average Indian male is no secret. For
decades in Indian politics, bottles of alcohol have been distributed by
political parties to the low-income voters of their respective constituencies,
seeing that it is an easy and relatively cheap way of buying a prospective
drinking voter’s vote. Even when surveyed, 20% accepted that alcohol was
distributed during the recent general elections by the prominent political
parties.69 Seeing this vulnerability or weakness that men have towards
alcohol in India, TASMAC is essentially doing good business with it. The
irony, of course, is that TASMAC is a government owned company and
the government is a democratically elected one with a responsibility
towards its voters. The government is therefore merrily exploiting, instead
of nursing, this weakness of the people.
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20% is a significantly large percentage accounting for the fact that many would not wish
to admit to alcohol distribution out of the fear of getting caught for it. '
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An"Overview"of"Undermined"Rights"of"
Dominico;Haitia"in"the"Dominican"Republic"
!
By!Flora!Cabili!
McGill’s branch of Borderless World Volunteers (BWV) went on!!
a volunteer trip to the Dominican Republic as one of the two projects the
2012-2013 academic year. Three volunteers, including myself, went on
behalf of BWV McGill to a small community, Batey Libertad, one hour
and half away from the town of Santiago in the North West of the
Dominican Republic. For approximately three weeks, we resided with host
families in the community.
The Batey Libertad is located in the North West of the Dominican
Republic. It is a community in the Valverde Province of the Dominican
Republic, a short ride from the municipality of Esperanza. The Batey has a
population that varies between 500 and 1,000 depending on the time of
year, since many migrants move with the agricultural season. The
community consists of Haitians and Dominicans of both Haitian and nonHaitian descent. The majority of the community’s residents work in
agriculture: rice, tobacco, tomatoes, beans and plantains.

!

Yspaniola has had a continuous presence in the Batey Libertad for
roughly two years now and is well integrated in the local community. It is
a relatively new NGO founded by a Yale student only a couple years ago.
Yspaniola works to increase access to high quality education in the Batey
Libertad, Dominican Republic by supporting universal literacy and higher
education. The programs like the University Scholarship Program and the
Literacy Center empower participants with the skills to provide for their
families and the capacity to become leaders and advocates for social
justice in their community and country. The goal of Yspaniola is to
connect these programs with programs that support adolescents, in order to
give every child in the Batey the opportunity to become literate, attend
school, graduate from high school, and go to college. The Literacy Center
supports young children and young adults with their literacy skills,
whereas the University Scholarship Program allows high school graduates
to attend University.
I was scheduled to work in the Literacy center with children and to
help volunteer for a daily summer camp. Due to the short duration of my
trip, the emphasis was to learn and understand the ways of the peoples
living in the community. The main objective was to carry out tasks in
accordance with the community and to have a lasting positive impact on
members of the community. Volunteers sought to empower the children
and young adults with fun, educational activities that would encourage
them to pursue their education.
During the stay, the other volunteers and I, helped coordinate the
community summer camp. The volunteers worked with international and
local community volunteers to come up with pertinent, entertaining games
for the children (5-14 years of age) of the community. After the first camp
day, the volunteers realized that some of the activities were not correctly
geared towards the young children. As a result, volunteers refocused
summer camp activities to better suit the children, while simultaneously
making the activities fun and educational. Children responded very well to
dancing and creative activities. This increased the children’s involvement
with Yspaniola and the Literacy Center. It was evident that the Center was
starting to play an important role in their life, which was bound to enhance
their motivation towards educational activities in the future. Furthermore,
we helped community members in English classes. We spent much time
with individual students helping them with grammar/spelling exercises or
conversing in English. We also took part in the renovation of the Literacy
Center. We repainted, cleaned, and reorganized the Literacy Center. This
33!

had a positive impact on the educational space, rendering it more efficient
and more welcoming. The creation of a library made the access of books
easier and more appealing for children.
In addition, I had the opportunity to travel to nearby locations to
widen culture experiences and explore the surroundings of the community.
I went to Santiago in order to do a book drive for the Literacy Center.
1,000 books were raised. Another time, Borderless World Volunteers
traveled to the Haitian – Dominican border and resided at the city of
Dajabón. There, we witnessed the international market where twice a
week, Haitians are allowed to cross the border to come sell goods in the
Dominican Republic. Finally, I had the opportunity to represent Yspaniola
in Santiago when 8 team members (local & international) went to meet
with Cemento Cibao Company. Our trip’s purpose was to obtain funding
for new pipes, which would enable the Batey Libertad to have potable
water.
An important and difficult aspect of this experience was to witness
first hand the problems facing the local population. The inhabitants of
Batey Libertad are limited by the overwhelming presence of racism against
dark-skinned individuals in the Dominican Republic. Most members of the
community have never been granted the Dominican citizenship, even when
they were legally entitled to it (until recently, the law offered citizenship to
all people born on Dominican soil). Many community members have paid
the fee for the emitting a Dominican ID card several times, but were never
granted the citizenship because of their skin color. This problem is only
worsening as the government’s racist policy is intensifying.
Dominican attitudes towards Haitians originate from the historical
past of the two countries. At one point in time, the now fast growing and
richer Dominican Republic was poorer and less developed, and under the
power of its Haitian neighbor. In 1856, Haiti attempted to reoccupy the
East of the island. Spain, after their failure, re-occupied the Eastern
territories. Once independent, the Dominican Republic forged the
Dominican identity characterized by pro-Hispanism and anti-Haitianism.
In the literature, modern scholars come to the consensus that the building
blocks of the Dominican national identity stem from the dictatorship of
Rafael Leonidas Trujillo of 1930-1961.70 During his leadership, there was
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a particular emphasis on teaching the Dominican history. This paved the
way for an unprecedented slaughter, which took place in 1937; thousands
of Haitians died as soldiers were ordered to kill all people without identity
papers on the incorrect assumption that all Dominicans possessed such
documents.71
***
Red colored pencil in hand, I traced an arm to the stump of my
Hangman. She loved Hangman; we played almost every afternoon
together on the porch during downtime in the Batey. During our game,
local children passed by, and, intrigued, squeezed their small heads in
between the black iron bars to catch a glance. As instructed by her mother,
the gate was always locked while we were outside. It was a pretext for
tranquility and cleanliness in the house. Only a select few were allowed in
once in a while. The family was one of the few light-skinned Dominican
families in the Batey, and, as I witnessed over my time there, it subtly
discriminated against dark-skinned community members.
Dominican attitudes towards Haitians originate from the historical
past of the two countries. At one point in time, the now fast growing and
richer Dominican Republic was poorer and less developed, and under the
power of its Haitian neighbor. In 1856, Haiti attempted to reoccupy the
East of the island. Spain, after their failure, re-occupied the Eastern
territories. Once independent, the Dominican Republic forged the
Dominican identity characterized by pro-Hispanism and anti-Haitianism.
In the literature, modern scholars come to the consensus that the building
blocks of the Dominican national identity stem from the dictatorship of
Rafael Leonidas Trujillo of 1930-1961.72 During his leadership, there was
a particular emphasis on teaching the Dominican history. This paved the
way for an unprecedented slaughter, which took place in 1937: thousands
of Haitians died as soldiers were ordered to kill all people without identity
papers on the incorrect assumption that all Dominicans possessed such
documents.73
Simmons defines antihaitianismo (anti-Haitianism)—is “the
manifestation of the long term evolution of racial prejudices, the selective
interpretation of historical facts and the creation of a nationalist Dominican
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‘false consciousness.’”74 Hostile behavior, instilled in the country since
the inception of the nation, has generated ample literature pertaining to the
subject. Dominicans from Haitian descent are unable to fulfill their full
potential. Moreover, since these discriminatory sentiments are entrenched
in the distant past, they have been normalized and standardized.
A more in depth observation at constitutional and legislative
provisions sheds light on the Dominican State’s practices of molding and
loosely interpreting laws to furtively go against international protocols in
order to reach their goal of enforcing state ideology. The existence of these
discriminatory laws and practices are the manifestation of deeply
embedded predicaments that prevail in the eye of the nation: Haitian
migration, antihaitianismo, and a stained national identity.
The Dominican Republic struggles to balance their problem of
illegal immigration while safeguarding the rights of second, third, and
fourth generation immigrants born in the Dominican Republic. The
balance is delicate. Merging these two separate issues can be easily done,
and it is. In this process, denying basic rights such as education and access
to healthcare on the basis of ineligibility or retraction of legal documents
tips the scale to one side and serves no lawful role in this balance.
In addition, there is a mutual consensus and reinforcement of the
nation’s ideologies through the implementation of certain laws on the part
of the state and the majority of the Dominican population. Since the
Dominican identity has minimally evolved from the time of the Trujillo
supremacist government, when the government issued provisions that
hampered the rights of Dominicans from Haiti, the Dominican citizens
play a key role in the implementation of those provisions. Even if state
policies undergo restructuring or provide a plan to alleviate a certain
condition, the antihaitiano sentiments are so normalized and entrenched,
that individuals will continue to carry discriminative acts toward
Dominican of Haitian descent. In fact, the state relies on this vivid
antihaitiano to justify certain situations. The state denies the existence of
any state policies that discriminate against the Haitians, and explains that

discriminatory practices, if any, come from individuals. 75 Thus when
defending rights, the state condemns the population.
In reality, the Dominican Republic purposefully abstains from
adopting policies that would address the needs of the entire population, to
better fit the needs for population in the Dominican Republic. Actually,
policies cater only to a certain portion of the country that wishes to see
their nation free of dark skinned individuals. After the recent retraction of
citizenship and the ensuing global outrage, the state has stepped forward in
the international spotlight to announce that there will be a plan of action
presented in the future to alleviate consequences for Dominican Haitians.76
However, when will this plan actually come into effect? In the past, the
State had been deceiving the international community. Also, prior defiance
of the Inter-American Court has left little credibility to the Dominican
Republic. During this research and my stay in the Dominican Republic, it
has occurred to me that the Dominican Republic is aggravating the very
problems they wish to solve because they are heavily dependent on
Haitians living and working in their country for economic support. All
while deporting them,77 they exploit them for cheap labor.78 For instance,
the Dominican Republic supplements its economy with a bi-weekly
international market, where Haitians cross over the border to sell goods in
Dajabón. The state can pass all the laws it wants, but until those very
individuals who advocate for a pro-Hispanic state identity stop capitalizing
on Haitian manual labor the status-quo will remain.
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