Winter 2017

Dear Reader,
It is my pleasure to present the second issue of The Grassroots Journal for the 2016-2017 academic
year! Since its inception under our mother organization Borderless World Volunteers, The Grassroots
Journal has strived to maintain a discourse about international development and all its intricacies.
This year’s writing team focused on the themes of environment, volunteering, and gender equality.
Topics range from how our clothes affect the environment to the inner workings of nongovernmental
organizations and how foreign aid actually impacts a nation in need. Students have also submitted
outstanding essays about inequalities observed on the streets of Ecuador, sexism in social movements
in the United States, land grabbing policies in the United Arab Emirates, and the role of illicit
economies in Nigeria and Peru. Alongside these written pieces, we have continued to accept creative
works such as drawings, digital works and poems in order to express the stories and complexities of
global development in a variety of mediums.
This issue would not have been possible without our assistant editor and next year’s editor in chief,
Emma Gunther, as well as all the writers and artists who contributed to this issue.
We hope that these written and creative works will inspire you to delve deeper into this field and
ignite your curiosity.
Sincerely,
Emillee Hernandez
Editor in Chief
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You are What You Wear; Or, How Your Cotton
Pyjamas Affect the Environment
By Sybill Chen

This Christmas, my cousin was kind enough to
help me clean out the closet. We were trying to
donate clothes that I no longer needed, or fit
into, or liked. Most of them were fairly worn-out,
but quite a few were brand new. We dug out 22
pyjama shirts dated from grade 9 (hoarder!),
and obviously I was only wearing two of them.
Now, if you check the label of your PJS - as I did
- you would see that the majority of T-shirts are
made of cotton. And cotton, my friends, is the
arch-nemesis textile of the environment.
Each textile has its own supply chain, whose
impacts - depending on its life cycle - vary.
Additionally, consumers use and discard textile
products at different times based on their habits,
purchasing power, and needs. That is to say,
when we measure the environmental impact of
textile products, we have to consider factors
such as raw material preparation, fibre
conversion,
yarn
preparation,
textile
manufacture, transportation, recycling and
lastly, the prospect of landfill. Many studies have
suggested that the production of conventional
cotton is seen as environmentally and socially
hazardous [1], as it demands a higher usage of
water, pesticides and fertilizers., to make ONE
cotton T-shirt, it will take [2]:
1. Over 700 gallons of water (enough to fill
22 bathtubs);
2. 1/3 pounds of pesticides;
3. Pollution--If it is coloured, according to
the World Bank [3], 17-20% industrial
pollution is due to textile dyeing and
treatment, so a yellow cotton shirt has its
fair share.

Image from http://www.ecouterre.com/wpcontent/uploads/2012/06/environmental-impact-of-a-t-shirt-2.jpg

water thirsty plant) can severely change the
region. In the 1950s, the Uzbek government
diverted two major rivers in Central Asia, the
Amu Darya and the Syr Darya, from the Aral sea
to provide for cotton productions. At the time of
writing, water level in the Aral sea is less than
ten percent of that fifty years ago [5].
Consequently, the local fisheries and farm lands
have suffered tremendously, and over time, the
Aral sea has become over-salinated and
burdened with fertilizers and pesticide from the
nearby fields [6]. Untreated wastewater
disperses not only saline and metallic chemicals,
but also produces residues of highly carcinogenic
chemical used throughout various stage of
production [7]. An environmental crisis quickly
and inevitably morphs into a human health
crisis. As the sea dries up, air contaminated by
chemicals further causes huge respiratory
problems for the nearby communities. Lung
cancer and cardiovascular diseases ensue.
The concept of water footprint was first

Water You Mean?
According to the World Health Organization
(WHO), one fifth of the entire population of the
world, which is more than 1.1 billion people, live
in the water-depleted areas [4]. The UN further
predicates that by 2025, around 1.8 billion
people will suffer from water scarcity.
Uzbekistan - to put cotton industry in
perspective - is a good example of how cotton (a
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introduced in 2002 by Hoekstra and Hung [8],
and was further researched by Chapagain and
Hoekstra in 2004 [9]. It quantifies direct and
indirect water consumption by the manufacture
of products and/or services. According to Muthu
[10], it can be measured for a business, a
community or an individual. There are three
kinds of water footprints:
• Blue water footprint: the volume of
surface and ground water consumed
during production
• Green water footprint: the volume of
rainwater consumed
• Grey water footprint: the volume of fresh
water needed to mix with desirable
pollutants and maintain the required
water quality as regulated by agreed
water quality standards

problem is not that people don’t care, but that
they don’t care to know the link between fashion
and environmental deterioration. At least next
time I will probably think twice before buying an
H&M polo skirt.

Notes
1. Muthu, Subramanian S, Handbook of Life Cycle
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2014, available at http://www.ecouterre.com/infographicwhats-the-environmental-impact-of-a-t-shirt/.
3. "Dye Manufacturing". Pollution Prevent and Abatement
Handbook. World Bank Group. 1998.
4. “Projected Water Scarcity in 2025”, available at:
http://peakwater.org/2010/02/projected-water-scarcityin-2025/.
5. “Fast Fashion Is the Second Dirties Industry in the
World, Next to Big Oil”, available at
http://www.ecowatch.com/fast-fashion-is-the-seconddirtiest-industry-in-the-world-next-to-big-1882083445.html.
6. ibid.
7. Lavergne, Michael, Fixing Fashion: Rethinking the Way
We Make, Market and Buy Our Clothes, 2015, 114.
8. A.Y. Hoekstra, P.Q. Hung, “Virtual water trade: a
quantification of virtual water flows between nations in
relation to international crop trade”. From Value of Water
Research Report Series, vol. 11, UNESCO-IHE, Delft, the
Netherlands, 2002.
9. A.K. Chapagain, A.Y. Hoekstra, “Virtual water flows
between nations in relation to trade in livestock and
livestock products”. From Value of Water Research Report
Series, vol. 13, UNESCO-IHE, Delft, the Netherlands, 2003.
10. Subramanian Senthikanan Muthu, “Calculating the
Water and Energy Footprints of Textile Products”. From
Assessing the Environmental Impact of Textiles and the
Clothing Supply Chain, [Oxford: Woodhead Publishing,
2014], 81-85.
11. ibid.
12. “Water Footprint – Concepts and Definitions”, available
at: http://www.gracelinks.org/1336/water-footprintconcepts-and-definitions.
13. M.M. Mekonnen, A.Y. Hoekstra, The green, blue and
grey water footprint of crops and derived crop products.
From Value of Water Research Report Series No. 47,
UNESCO-IHE, 2010.
14. Anguelov, Nikolay. The Dirty Side of the Garment
Industry: Fast Fashion and Its Negative Impact on
Environment and Society, 2016. 78.
15. Lavergne, Michael. Fixing Fashion: Rethinking the Way
We Make, Market and Buy Our Clothes, 2015, 140.

In countries such as Uzbekistan, the blue water
footprint amounts as high as 88 percent of the
whole freshwater consumption [11]. Within the
period of 1996-2005, global cotton production
alone takes 3 percent of the total water footprint
of crop production [12]. The extent of impact of
cotton industry does not end there, as the most
ecologically damaging industrial production is
expelled by runoff liquid effluents during the
production and transportation [13]. The largest
cotton exporter in the world is, surprisingly, the
United States, yet it exports the raw material
offshore for processing, and in effect, more than
80% of exported US cotton ends up returning to
the United States as ready-made garments [14].
Is it Only Cotton?
Of course not, nor is water the only resource that
is being depleted. When it comes to energy
consumption and globalization, the thought that
your yoga pants are probably more well travelled
and multicultural than you are, would not be
that surprising, either. (FYI: active wear fabrics,
such as polyester and nylon, are petroleum
based plastic polymers, which are nonrenewable and non-biodegradable. Furthermore,
the energy consumption multiplies if the fabrics
are tar-sand or shale based. That is to say, that
when we are wearing our favourite yoga pants,
there is essentially about a gallon of crude oil
wrapping between our legs [15].) This generation
is the prime contributor of the “toss-away”
culture, yet at the same time, people are more
aware of the environment than ever. The
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Land Grabbing: Role of United Arab Emirates in land grabbing
in ‘less developed’
countries to ensure own land security
By Ingy El Kafraey

meant that in the past imports have constituted
85% of their existing food reserves (Daniel
2011: 68). However, fast growing food
insecurity, market fluctuations and biofuel
substitutes have meant that there exists no
guarantee of reliable food imports. Hence
emerges the phenomenon of land grabbing from
which investment and renting of land across
African and South Eastern Asian countries
materializes as a solution. The wealth of the
UAE means that the continued large scale
investment of foreign land will continue to
occupy much of its trade agreements. Thus, the
narrative of UAE locals and investors is satisfied
by the continued land grabbing of developing
countries. As a consequence, reliance upon
imports and the insecurity of food provision has
dwindled, and a balance in terms of trade exists
where there was once a deficit.

Disputes made regarding land property remain
historical legacies to some of the most central
issues of the world today. Weak institutions and
uncodified land within developing countries
perpetuate many of the land claim disputes, as
the question of who land owners are remains
unspecified. In the context of food crises and
volatile global prices, imports become more and
more unreliable. As such, many of the countries
that find themselves lacking natural endowments
are using mechanisms of land grabbing to ensure
some semblance of food security. Land grabbing
is defined as the large-scale purchase of
agricultural land by foreign investors (Aburawa
2012). More importantly, land grabbing has and
will continue to amplify ideas of land ownership
and development. The controversy of land
grabbing will remain as long as famine and
poverty co-exist alongside capital purchases of
arable land within meters of each other.
Whilst the focus of the essay is to analyze case
studies revolving around the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) land grabbing policies, these
issues link to wider arguments regarding the
possibility of dual economies, in which
knowledge from the developing world can be
transferred
alongside
technology,
in
collaboration with local knowledge (Cotula
2009: 70). In addition, assurances of
conservational and eco-agricultural practices
would act to benefit both international and local
actors. This romanticized idea of the world
coming into a global kumbaya isn’t quite so
simple, since the multitude of actors,
stakeholders and priorities create tensions and
conflicts that are difficult to uproot.
The UAE and adjacent Gulf states retain large oil
reserves that have established wealthy economies
of growth. However, serendipity leaves their side
with regards to water availability and arable
land. Their reliance upon food importations has
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Unfortunately, the interaction of this narrative
clashes with that of other actors. The
resettlement of 70,000 Ethiopian indigenous
peoples in the name of UAE land grabbing
projects highlights these clashes (Human Rights
Watch 2012). As with many resettlement
projects, most compensation never reaches those
evicted and they are very often moved onto land
that does not provide adequate livelihood income
(Li 2007: 137). Those removed have been
officially noted as having voluntary done so yet
informally, human rights advocates have noted
that coercion and violence prompted these
‘voluntary’ movements (Human Rights Watch
2012). Formally the land that these indigenous
peoples were removed from was coined ‘idle’
land, and the Ethiopian government promoted its
investment through its present situation of underutilization (Olanya 2012: 22). This continues to
be the wider argument made by international
organizations: that creating a market on land will
ensure its efficient use and productivity (Hall et
al 2011: 81). This is a case that holds weight in

4
3

the context of global food insecurity and the
need for efficient agricultural practices.

Therefore, the history of colonization and
westernization has often meant that governments
are often the official land owners of most land.
Thus local governments emerge not only as
actors with supposed intent of ensuring the
wellbeing of their citizens, but also as
shareholders. It if this factor is coupled with the
lack of checks and balances within international
agreements, corruption is allowed to roam freely
(Cotula 2009: 81).

Counterarguments made by conservative actors
and indigenous peoples grow from legacies of
capital purchases, which often ignore wider
effects on the environment, and the nutrition of
the land (Olanya 2012: 39). These arguments are
especially important in the context of the
environmental stewardship provided by the local
knowledge of indigenous peoples. The common
lands shared unofficially by indigenous peoples
gives room for livestock grazing, prevents
erosion and allows for natural hunting checks
(Olanya 2012: 21). These are all factors which
ensure that whilst the land may not be being used
quite as proficiently as would be done by
corporations, it’s also not being overgrazed and
is not using technology that is acting to further
carbon footprints (Aburawa 2012). Arguments
that are especially important to conservation lead
non-government organizations (NGO) whose
rhetoric remains in ensuring development occurs
sustainably. Whilst these arguments remain
important to this case study it is important to
note that stereotypes regarding the union of
nature and indigenous peoples do not necessarily
always hold true (Aburawa 2012). Therefore,
assumptions regarding the sustainable use of
land prior to land grabbing may not necessarily
hold true. The use of land by investors to grow
biofuels as renewable sources of energy may in
fact be more environmentally sustainable in the
long run.
Whilst the validity of these arguments remain
disputed, the question of property ownership in
itself made by indigenous peoples hinders any of
their arguments, valid or not, as a result of the
lack of formal land ownership, of which most
claims rely upon Ethiopian customary law.
Across Africa these unofficial customary laws
have historically allowed there to exist dynamic
property systems which lack any true
documentation (Bruum 2009: 4). This establishes
an uneven negotiating power. As indigenous
peoples, if officially categorized as such, do not
officially have claim to land and are often left
out from official contracts with UAE investors.
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Even so, there exist cases such as Cambodia
where the government has purposefully opened
up to foreign investment as a means by which to
solve its food crisis (Daniel 2011: 68). The
investment of the UAE is then seen as having
beneficial applications to contradict the misuse
and inefficient use of arable land. In this way
governments view the entry of foreign
investment as an alleviator of poverty and
famine, through the creation of jobs, a
transference of agricultural technology as well as
knowledge (Plumer 2013). These ideas must be
linked to wider developmental theory in that
whilst technologies have advanced the
developing world they may not necessarily work
within developing countries. The land given to
investors raises another argument, since it has
sometimes originally been bought from smallland owners with whom sustenance farming and
a livelihood approach was established as a means
by which to reduce their own poverty.
Furthermore the competition presented by
investors, although not targeted to locals within
the country, monopolizes factors of production
away from locals and causes prices to increase
and indirect exclusionary principles to push out
local competition (Human Rights Watch 2012).
At the same time an abstract moral question
emerges from the knowledge that food supplies
are being transported across seas within the same
distance of local famine ridden people. The
immediate food needs of the local people are not
met, regardless of the potential long term
benefits of investment. Additionally, in many
instances, due to the relocation and
compensation given to active decision making,
small-land owners are unable to sufficiently meet
their needs where they previously could
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(Aburawa 2012).

Issues of property ownership will persist and
have done so historically. To ensure that future
conflict does not materialize between
international investors, local governments, and
local stakeholders, there must exist a degree of
accountability and formalization of land property
deals. Sensitivity must be established regarding
the understanding of customary laws and local
realities. This is especially important in the light
of what will be continued investment made by
developed countries in developing countries. The
persistence in creating a dual approach
mechanism to ensure equal beneficiaries cannot
exist without their existing a formalized code of
conduct. Whilst the rigidity of such an apparatus
is not realistic in the framework of different local
realities it must be ensured that a basic structure
of liability is ensured within trades. Increased
transparency might allow civil societies to
reduce the gap of the disparities and failings of
governmental institutions. The question of
investment, especially in land grabbing, joins
widespread discourse regarding development and
the different ways by which the world should go
about ensuring sustainable development.

Wider arguments transpire regarding capitalistled excludability of land made by UAE investors
when land had formerly been accessible to
everyone. This argument is null in the instances
when land rented was originally privately owned
as well. More importantly the main counter to
this argument emerges from the issue of the
tragedy of the commons (Hall et al 2011: 53).
The existence of multiple independent small-land
owners within shared land means that more often
they not they are working for their own separate
self-interest. Depleting resources and behaving
against the wider common good. Investors often
buy large amounts of land and as such, whilst not
necessarily working in the self-interest of the
local people, they are using the land more
efficiently.
With such a multitude of different interests and
actors working counter to one another the
sustainability of such projects and the
satisfaction of all its stakeholders is
questionable. More often than not responsible
investment is pushed by international agencies
(World Bank 2014). These agencies put forth
principles of administration that monitor the
process of investment and advocate that the weak
institutions in developing countries should not be
taken advantage of, and that prior consent by
indigenous peoples must be ensured by
investors. The responsibility is prompted to be
shared between all actors equally. However the
push towards investment in itself exists as a
neoliberal policy. This then puts interest in even
those
supposed
neutral
international
organizations. Whether or not the question of
investment is in effect beneficial is disputable.
The question however that those investments
made by the UAE are beneficial is doubly so.
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To make a generalization regarding the role land
grabbing has and will continue to impact
countries is impossible. Within case studies
focusing on the UAE’s investments there exist
huge contradictions. To ensure that all actors are
satisfied is difficult but with checks and balances
put in place these will not be difficult to ensure.
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"I feel these are not
"typical" volunteer pictures
aka foreigner surrounded
by a bunch of kiddies. I
chose these because they
are student-empowering
pictures that don't play into
the white savior complex.
Westerners are either not
present at all or only given
a background role in these
shots.”

South Africa Volunteering
Series
By Florian Kretzschmar
Photograph
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Where did the 500 million dollars worth of Red
Cross donations for the 2010 Haiti Earthquake go?
By Laura Benitez-Ek

Photograph by Joshua Nistas

“Would you like to donate to the Red Cross?” The
girl in the red uniform asked at my doorway “All
proceeds are going towards relief efforts for the
2010 Haiti earthquake”. Encounters similar to this
happen everyday, where charities such as the Red
Cross ask for donations door-to-door. They also air
heart-aching commercials with young helpless
children and the 1-800 number in bold at the
bottom of the screen. Upon seeing and hearing what
those in developing countries face, people donate
money to the charity, being promised that their
money will be given to these communities.
Unfortunately, some non-government organizations
(NGOs) are not transparent with your donated
money. One such case occurred in 2010, when the
American Red Cross (ARC) fundraised 488 million
dollars for one of the most devastating natural
disasters of its time, the Haiti Earthquake.
With such an enormous sum of funds, the ARC
planned multiple projects, with focuses ranging
from housing development, access to water and
healthcare. According to a report by ProPublica and
NPR, the Red Cross claimed to have “helped 132
000 Haitians to live in safer conditions” but in
reality had only built a total of 6 houses instead of
the 700 initially promised [1], [2]. Despite the
internal failures of this project and others, Red
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Cross exaggerated their achievements and
hide the misuse of donated funds.
"The group has publicly celebrated its
work. But in fact, the Red Cross has
repeatedly failed on the ground in
Haiti. Confidential memos, emails
from worried top officers, and
accounts of a dozen frustrated and
disappointed insiders show the
charity
has
broken
promises,
squandered donations, and made
dubious claims of success." Excerpt
from ProPublica/NPR Investigative
Report [1]
In a Five-Year Update Report from the ARC,
they stated that “an average of 91 cents to
every dollar ... is invested in humanitarian
services and programs”. The truth of the
matter, however, is that Red Cross hired
other groups to implement aid work in Haiti
[2]. This in turn increased the actual amount
of overhead being charged with every
donated dollar. An analysis by ProPublica
revealed that Red Cross’ overhead and
management fees along with the additional
costs of externally hired NGOs lowered this
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value to only 60 cents to the dollar [1].
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There is no denying that the Red Cross had many
failings with its internal management, particularly
with its mishandling of funds in Haiti Relief. But do
not forget that the task that they signed up for is
extraordinarily complicated. Disaster relief requires
varying types of skilled individuals on all levels
depending on the type of aid needed. The
earthquake not only shocked Haiti but shocked the
world along with the NGOs scrambling to help. This
was something they had not been faced with before.
At the same time, these organizations need to be
held accountable with the large donations that have
been fundraised in the names of those who need it
most. NGOs should present their work on
international aid projects in such a way that is
transparent to the donors.
Despite the fact that not all NGOs are perfect and
that many have improved the lives of those in
developing countries, donors would be better off
giving to local organizations that can provide more
effective relief and manage funds appropriately.
Nonetheless, when you’re looking to donate to a
certain organization, do not hesitate to do the
research and pick the organization that will help the
cause the most.
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The Roots of Life
By Taylor Piotrowski
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but	
  seen	
  is	
  only	
  that	
  	
  
the	
  surface	
  is	
  the	
  beauty	
  	
  
the	
  surface	
  of	
  thy	
  story	
  	
  	
  
the	
  trophy	
  
	
  of	
  thy	
  history	
  	
  
the	
  marker	
  	
  
of	
  thy	
  triumph	
  	
  
the	
  sight	
  
	
  of	
  thy	
  struggle	
  
	
  built	
  
and	
  earned	
  	
  
	
  
thy	
  victor	
  of	
  vitality	
  	
  
	
  	
  
for	
  now	
  	
  
14

More,	
  
Beyond	
  the	
  vibrant	
  hues	
  	
  
beauty	
  
	
  
vitality	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
life	
  	
  
the	
  surface	
  of	
  what	
  you	
  see,	
  
	
  
not	
  all	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  
	
  
you	
  see	
  surface	
  	
  
you	
  see	
  
beauty	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
vitality	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
life	
  	
  
	
  
But,	
  beyond	
  the	
  surface	
  
How…	
  	
  
Rather	
  	
  
who	
  	
  
	
  
has	
  made	
  this	
  life	
  	
  
a	
  life	
  to	
  see?	
  
	
  
Roots	
  	
  
feed	
  
water	
  
and	
  sustain	
  	
  
Roots	
  
below	
  the	
  grains	
  and	
  
dust	
  	
  
Roots	
  	
  
	
  Build	
  
	
  expand	
  	
  
	
  and	
  give	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Give	
  life	
  
the	
  life	
  you	
  see	
  	
  
the	
  beauty	
  of	
  vitality	
  
vitality	
  of	
  thy	
  life	
  	
  
the	
  life,	
  
the	
  surface	
  of	
  what	
  you	
  see	
  	
  	
  	
  
simply	
  ease	
  	
  

it	
  cannot	
  be	
  	
  
Life	
  I	
  mean	
  	
  
Beauty	
  	
  
Vitality	
  	
  
Life	
  	
  
Built,	
  	
  
Built	
  into	
  what	
  you	
  see	
  	
  
Above	
  the	
  grains	
  and	
  dust	
  	
  
The	
  product	
  	
  
polished	
  	
  
and	
  pristine	
  
	
  
beauty’s	
  secret	
  	
  
built	
  into	
  what	
  you	
  see	
  
by	
  what	
  you	
  don’t	
  	
  
	
  
Beauty	
  of	
  thy	
  surface	
  	
  
But	
  	
  
Life	
  	
   	
  
the	
  real	
  life	
  	
  
That	
  is	
  from	
  below	
  	
  
	
  
Below	
  the	
  grains	
  and	
  dust	
  	
  
within	
  the	
  roots	
  	
  
	
  feeding	
  	
  
	
  supporting	
  	
  
	
  And	
  building	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  roots	
  	
  
the	
  real	
  rays	
  of	
  life	
  	
  
The	
  buried	
  	
  
Unpleasant	
  
Unseen	
  	
  	
  
So	
  	
  
the	
  true	
  beauty	
  of	
  you	
  see	
  	
  
steams	
  	
  
from	
  what	
  you	
  don’t	
  
	
  
roots	
  of	
  life	
  	
  
life	
  of	
  roots	
  	
  
the	
  rooted	
  life	
  	
  
A	
  life	
  which	
  is	
  hard	
  to	
  see	
  	
  
	
  

The	
  building	
  must	
  be	
  built	
  	
  
A	
  flower	
  must	
  be	
  grown	
  	
  
	
  
No	
  two	
  have	
  been	
  done	
  
without	
  help	
  beyond	
  their	
  
own	
  
	
  
The	
  roots	
  are	
  there	
  	
  
Just	
  hard	
  to	
  see	
  	
  
	
  
And	
  	
  
So	
  there	
  is	
  the	
  naïve	
  	
  
Those	
  who	
  seek	
  to	
  build	
  the	
  
beauty	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  see	
  
	
  
They	
  can	
  too	
  
They	
  have	
  the	
  strength	
  	
  
But	
  first	
  they	
  must	
  see	
  the	
  
truth	
  
	
  
dig	
  deep	
  
discover	
  how	
  its	
  built	
  	
  
Learn	
  how	
  it	
  lives	
  
From	
  what	
  beauty	
  hides	
  
	
  
Go	
  beyond	
  
	
  
Explore	
  the	
  secrecy	
  
dig	
  	
  
dig	
  up	
  the	
  roots	
  	
  
	
  
the	
  real	
  beauty	
  	
  
it	
  comes	
  from	
  down	
  under,	
  
deep	
  down	
  	
  
far	
  from	
  the	
  rays	
  of	
  sun	
  	
  
far	
  from	
  the	
  product	
  of	
  
pristine	
  	
  
	
  
life	
  is	
  rooted	
  	
  
more	
  than	
  what	
  you	
  see	
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Beauty	
  	
  
	
  
Vitality	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Life	
  	
  
It	
  stems	
  from	
  the	
  build	
  	
  
	
  
Making	
  the	
  life	
  	
  
The	
  life	
  you	
  see	
  	
  
	
  
it	
  is	
  nourished	
  by	
  the	
  roots	
  	
  
for	
  Life	
  to	
  live	
  	
  
	
  
it	
  first	
  needs	
  to	
  grow	
  	
  

Where the Lawyers at Post January 28
By Sybill Chen
Digital Image
Lawyers volunteering to help refugees pass customs at airports following Trump’s executive order to ban immigration
into the United States from six predominantly Muslim countries.
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Invisible Women: Sexism in the Black Panther Party
and uMkhonto we Sizwe
By Tofunmi Odugbemi

Introduction
The aim of this paper is to explore some
contradictory implications of militant social movements
in racialized societies. It examines the extent to which
elements of social structures and gender difference are
articulated as forms of control over women and infringe
upon their place in larger narratives of social change. A
feature of social movements discourse is its insincere
quality as it represents itself as a modernist project that
breaks down and changes traditional roles in favour of
the idealised modernist goals.
It is a frequently emphasised verisimilitude that
“[…] women are relegated to the margins of the polity
even though their centrality to the [social movement] is
constantly being reaffirmed.” 1
It is crucial to frame the place that women hold
inside social movements within the fact that, as Walby
has argued, there has been a major shift from private to
public patriarchy which has definite effects on
women’s locality2. Walby defines public and private
patriarchy as follows: public patriarchy is related to
employment and the state whereby women are not
excluded from the public arena but experience
subordination within it; private patriarchy is the
exclusion of women from arenas of social life whereby
the household is the primary point of their existence in
which their services are appropriated by a patriarch.
Walby’s declamation of public patriarchy emphasises
Connell’s argument of the state being “[…] centrally
implicated in gender relations and that each state
embodies a definable “gender regime.”3 The ubiquitous
nature of the state directly impacts the gender relations
of a social movement. Such societal effects coupled
with long-held beliefs about women being the mothers
of a movement, natural-born nurturers, cultural
transmitters, and so forth, work to constrain their
place.4 Moreover, the social histories of states and their
politics of social identity can shed considerable light on
the nature and transformation of gender regimes. I
shall, therefore, focus on the inherent contradictions

within the gender agenda of some social change
projects and examine how women can participate
actively in and become hostages of such projects.
Social movements regularly invite women
to participate by identifying them as mothers,
educators, workers, and fighters. In contrast, we see
a reaffirmation of “[…] the boundaries of culturally
acceptable feminine conduct and [an] exert[ion of]
pressure on women to articulate their gender
interests within the terms of reference set by social
discourse.”5 Despite the efforts of social
movements in working towards reforms of the
status quo in attempts to garner greater equality––
certain identities within this highly politicised field
gain greater privilege and become dominant while
others are submerged and subordinated. In the case
of social movements, we see the category of
women being devalued and marginalised. Using the
social movements led by the Black Panther Party
and Umkhonto we Sizwe, an investigation of the
place and the role of women within social
movements will occur throughout this paper.
The Black Panther Party (BPP) was
responsible for electrifying and energising millions
of people in the United States and abroad during
the turbulent race relations that were ongoing
throughout the 1960s and 1970s. The organisation
grew within four years from a small locally based
Oakland, California group with fewer than fifty
members to an international organisation with
chapters spanning from Algiers to national
affiliates across the United States.6 The BPP has a
contested and celebrated sixteen-year history
(1966-1982) which, while complex, holds an
important legacy in their ability to elevate the
importance
of
armed
resistance
which
institutionalised the ideas of self-defense, against
state-violence in the form of police brutality, held
by Malcolm X, Robert Williams, and Highland
Garnett.7 The BPP was instrumental in providing

1. Deniz Kandiyoti, “Identity and Its Discontents: Women and the Nation,” Journal of International Studies 20, no. 3 (1991): 429-30.
2. Sylvia Walby, Theorizing Patriarchy (Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 1990).
3. Kandiyoti, 431.; R.W. Connell, “The State, Gender, and Sexual Politics: Theory and Appraisal,” Theory and Society 19, no. 5 (1990).
4. Jacklyn Cock, “‘Another Mother for Peace’: Women and Peacebuilding in South Africa, 1983-2003,” in Women in South African History ed.
Nomboniso Gasa (Cape Town, SA: Human Rights Research Council Press, 2007).
5. Kandiyoti, 433.
6. Charles E. Jones and Judson L. Jeffries, “The 50th Anniversary of the Black Panther Party: A Scholarly Commemoration,” Spectrum: A Journal on
Black Men Spectrum: A Journal on Black Men 5, no. 1 (2016): 2.
7. Ibid.
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material assistance and implementing numerous
community outreach initiatives.8 The reach of the BPP
is stamped in history as they have served as a model for
protest organisations within the United States and
around the world. Organisations such as the Patriot
Party, White Panther Party, and Young Lords were all
domestic groups that were influenced by the BPP.9
Citizens in Australia (Black Panther Party), New
Zealand (Polynesian Panthers), India (Dalit Panthers),
England (Black Panther Movement), Bermuda (Black
Beret Cadre), and Israel (Black Panthers of Israel)
formed organisations that were modelled on and
heavily influenced by the BPP.10
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) means “spear of the
nation” and was the military wing of the African
National Congress (ANC).11 MK was founded in 1961
by the ANC and the South African Communist Party
(SACP), this was also the year they launched their first
attack against infrastructure that represented the
apartheid regime’s control. They were instated to offer
aid in the fight against the political, social, and
economic oppression that Black South Africans faced
under the apartheid regime. The attack was the third
stage in the anti-apartheid struggle as passive resistance
had given rise to a civil disobedience campaign, but
that changed when the Hendrik Verwoerd
administration said it would use maximum force to
silence any notion of a liberation movement. As part of
their mandate, MK carried out numerous bombings of
civilian, industrial, infrastructural, and military sites.
Their ultimate goal was to force the apartheid regime to
engage with the ANC in peaceful negotiations. This led
to the Rivonia Trials which resulted in top cadres of the
ANC and SACP being sentenced to life
imprisonment.12 This forced the liberation movement to
be pushed underground, but the struggle continued.
Following the Soweto uprising, there was an exodus
and self-imposed exile in search of military training.
Underground organising was not forced upon the ANC
as a last resort, but instead had been in preparation long
before the ANC was banned and MK was formed. 13
During the 1980s there was a wave of MK attacks
which generally targeted military points but civilians

were often caught in the crossfire. Shortly after
Nelson Mandela was released (February 11, 1990)
he visited MK camps around the continent. By
August 1990, MK operations had been suspended
in preparation for the dismantling of the apartheid
regime. After twenty-nine years of armed militancy
MK suspended their armed action and disbanded.
By the time Nelson Mandela had ascended into the
presidency MK was no longer a reality as many of
the combatants had been integrated into the
existing military to form a new defence force for
the nation.14
As a final note when discussing the people
who engaged with the BPP and MK I mostly will
focus on them as Black Americans and Black South
Africans even though various other groups and
movements were being led in solidarity alongside
these movements, by other People of Colour. Due
to the limited scope of this paper and differing
histories, it seems inappropriate to conflate the
experiences of Black persons with those of LatinxAmericans,
Indian-South
Africans,
Native
Americans, and various other minority groups since
they have lived differently and have been distinctly
incorporated into the legal and institutional
frameworks of their respective state bodies. Finally,
MK and the BPP serve as examples of the issues
within social movements and were chosen because
they represent Black consciousness movements that
occurred during the same time but under different
influences. In the case of MK, they existed under
an openly racist semi-authoritarian regime whereas
the BPP existed under a democratic institution that
engaged in systemic racism. Despite this key
difference between the two social movements, the
same patterns regarding the place that women hold
and the treatment of women can be found when
assessing the BPP and MK. Hence, the choice of
these two movements serves as the ideal
exemplification of women in relation to social
movements.

8. Ericka Huggins and Angela D. LeBlanc-Ernes, eds., Revolutionary Women, Revolutionary Education: The Black Panther Party’s Oakland
Community School, Want to Start a Revolution? Radical Women in the Black Freedom Struggle (New York, NY: New York University Press, 2009).
9. Jones and Jeffries.
10. Melani Anae, Lautofa Luli, and Leilani Tamu, Polynesian Panthers : The Crucible Years, 1971-74 (Auckland, N.Z.: Reed Publishing, 2006).; Oz
Frankel, “The Black Panthers of Israel and the Politics of the Radical Analogy,” in Black Power Beyond Borders : The Global Dimensions of the Black
Power Movement, ed. Nico Slate (New York, NY: Palgrave, 2012).; Charles E. Jones and Judson L. Jeffries, “Don’t Believe the Hype: Debunking the
Panther Mythology,” in The Black Panther Party (Reconsidered), ed. Charles E. Jones (Baltimore, MD: Black Classic Press, 1998), 37.; Nico Slate,
“The Dalit Panthers: Race, Caste, and Black Power in India,” in Black Power Beyond Borders : The Global Dimensions of the Black Power Movement,
ed. Nico Slate (New York, NY: Palgrave, 2012).
11. Macmillan Dictionary, “Umkhonto We Sizwe,” http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/umkhonto-we-sizwe.
12. Raymond Suttner, The ANC Underground in South Africa, 1950-1975 (Boulder, CO: First Forum Press, 2009), 59.
13. Ibid., 22.
14. Colin J. Bundy, Martin Hall, et al., “South Africa,” Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., https://www.britannica.com/place/South-Africa/Local-
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Framing Process of a Movement
My argument is informed by the use of
theoretical and methodological tools to ascertain that
discourse is both reflective of social reality and helps to
constitute it. Discourse is understood to be a
combinatory term that refers to the textual, material,
and institutional expressions of social and cultural
constructs. For instance, the positioning of the BPP as a
movement of communal liberation and MK as
nationalist liberation results in an effect of discursive
production just as much as it might reflect their own
histories. Therefore, discourse is both a reflection of
ideological positioning and a mechanism for the
perception of that positioning. Utilising Natasha
Erlank’s theory of discourse is useful in outlining the
socially contingent nature of discourse.15 If a group
gives discursive primacy to the eradication of racism
whilst placing gender oppression as slightly less
central, that does not present itself as a problem in and
of itself.16 However, when women’s rights become so
neglected that there is a refusal to remedy this lapse,
address the issue, admit to the neglect, and understand
that gender oppression can exist independent of racial
oppression––that is when we begin to see the
deficiency of unilateral race-driven thinking.17 This
idea of the intersections of race and gender will be
further explored at a later point within the paper, but it
is important in drawing to fore the linkages between the
importance of the etymology of the term discourse and
its relevance within social movements. Discourse here
is understood in the Foucauldian sense as “a body of
anonymous, historical rules, always determined in the
time and space that have defined a given period, and for
a given social, economic, geographical and linguistic
area, the conditions of operation of the enunciative
function.” 18 Essentially, “discourse is the group of
statements that describe and constitute a given realm,
regulating what can legitimately be said or enunciated
about it.” 19 Understanding the way in which discourse
can have a cyclical effect on a body is important in
enlightening the concept of social movement.
Following the previously prominent theory on

social movements, Diani outlines four aspects of
social movement dynamics which I am most
inclined to utilise as the lens of assessment when
looking at the BPP and MK. First, there are
networks of informal interaction, this means that
“[a] social movement is a network of informal
interactions between a plurality of individuals,
groups and/or organisations.”20 Secondly, there are
shared beliefs and solidarities, which means that
“[t]he boundaries of a social movement network
are defined by the specific collective identity
shared by the actors involved in the interaction.”21
22
Third, collective action on conflicting
issues occurs when “social movement actors are
engaged in political and/or cultural conflicts, meant
to promote or oppose social change, either at the
systemic or non-systemic level.”23 Fourthly, Diani
defines “action which primarily occurs outside the
institutional sphere and the routine procedures of
social life”24 as being a social movement. T Thus,
MK and the BPP represent a social movement
because, “[a] social movement is a network of
informal interactions between a plurality of
individuals, groups and/or organisations, engaged
in a political or cultural conflict, on the basis of a
shared collective identity.”25
The Experience of Women in the Black Panther
Party and Umkhonto we Sizwe
The images seared into the collective
consciousness of the Black Panther Party today are
male-centered and violent. The image of a strong
man wearing the signature black beret with a gun
prominently in hand comes to mind for many, but
by the early 1970s, two-thirds of the BPP was
composed of women.26 In BPP policy they did not
condone gender-based discrimination, nevertheless,
this superficially gender-blind doctrine was
frequently ignored since women who joined the
BPP often faced sexism and were assigned genderspecific tasks.27 Male chauvinism was an issue in

15. Natasha Erlank, “ANC Positions on Gender, 1994–2004,” Politikon 32, no. 2 (2005).
16. Ibid., 200
17. Ibid.
18. Michel Foucault, The Archaeology of Knowledge, trans. A. M. Sheridan Smith (New York, NY Tavistock, 1972).
19. Meg Samuelson, “The Disfigured Body of the Female Guerrilla: (De)Militarization, Sexual Violence, and Redomestication in Zoë Wicomb’s
David’s Story,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 32, no. 4 (2007): 835.
20. Diani, 7-8.
21. Ibid., 9.
22. Ibid., 8.
23. Ibid., 11.
24.Ibid., 11.
25. Ibid., 13.
26. Nicole Martin, “Women Key in Shaping Black Panther Party,” http://gender.stanford.edu/news/2014/women-key-shaping-black-panther-party.
27. Karl Knapper, “Women and the Black Panther Party,” Socialist Review 26, no. 1-2 (1996): 28.
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the BPP until the party collapsed.28 The position of
women within the Black Panther Party was fraught
with numerous contentions and as stated by former
Chair of the Oakland Black Panther Party, Elaine
Brown; “a woman in the Black Power movement was
considered, at best, irrelevant. A woman asserting
herself was a pariah. If a [B]lack woman assumed a
role of leadership, she was said to be eroding [B]lack
manhood, to be hindering the progress of the [B]lack
race. She was an enemy of the [B]lack people.”29
Though Brown was given the highest possible position
in the Party in 1974––her experience up until then was
marred by physical violence and abuse by fellow
members of the Panther’s and eventually, this violence
resulted in a nervous breakdown which led her to leave
the Panthers.30 Though this narrative is commonly
associated with women, Brown subverts the idea that
women in the BPP were weak and constantly being
intimidated and threatened, as she continued to grapple
with the violence and brutalities that she inflicted on
others and whether it is a desire for revenge for the
violence perpetrated on her own body or to discipline
men of the BPP into accepting her as an authority
figure in the BPP.31 Nevertheless, the chauvinistic
nature of the BPP was ever-obvious and it was not
until leadership positions began to be vacated by male
members who were dead or incarcerated that we begin
to see women taking their place at the forefront of the
BPP–––even Brown’s leadership position was a result
of Huey Newton fleeing from the United States to
Cuba.32 However , this increase of female visibility did
not allow women to gain full equality among their male
counterparts and the issue of gender, alongside the
turmoil and discord within the BPP, led to its eventual
demise as it was considered a disruption and distraction
from their goals.33 The sidelining of women in the BPP
was emphasised by neutral language in December
1971’s Right On! which attested that the word
revolution was neither male or female nor masculine or
feminine–––it was genderless.34 By insisting that

members should not proclaim any gender, an
emphasis was made on the movement being a
representable whole of community empowerment.
There were women within the BPP who
held a deferential position on the sexual politics of
the BPP.35 Judy Hart, Black Revolutionary, Gloria
Bartholomew, and Linda Greene (women in the
BPP) “[a]ssumed that the female role should be,
among other things, a helpmate and a constant
encouragement to men, as opposed to an equal and
assertive partner.”36 Giving women this role was
meant to awaken the Black consciousness of her
man and help him to reach a place where he can
fight for Black liberation. The woman was to be
supportive, submissive and was not to “emasculate
her man with criticism and questions” whilst still
being a feminine fighter.37 Since many women did
not agree with this and popular scholarship during
the 1970s and 1980s overthrew ideas of restricting
women to subordinate roles, the arguments of the
Black woman’s role ultimately failed in the the
BPP.38 The many opinions and experiences of
women within the BPP complicates the way
women’s place within the BPP should be
understood. Despite the complexity, the BPP was
weakest in their gender relations and gender
equality actions both internally and externally,
thereby making it a noteworthy point of focus when
assessing the BPP as a social movement. This is
constantly supported in biographies and memoirs of
both women and men who were BPP members and
in historical recounts of the BPP.39
Zoë Wicomb brings to the fore issues
regarding the violence that occurs in the apartheid
struggle of Umkhonto we Sizwe and the larger
parent ANC social movement in her fictional novel
David’s Story. By understanding the discourse of
Black feminism, which is at the heart of Wicomb’s
outlook, we can understand the issues of women’s
subaltern status and how their sexuality is fluid in

28. Elaine Brown, A Taste of Power: A Black Woman’s Story (New York, NY: Anchor Books, 1992).
29. Ibid., 357.
30. Ibid., 212, 307-10
31. Alice A. Deck, “A Taste of Power: A Black Woman’s Story by Elaine Brown,” African American Review 31, no. 2 (1997): 368.
32. Robert James Seither, “Women in the Black Panther Party: An Internal Struggle for Power, Equality, and Survival,” TCNJ Journal of Student
Scholarship 17 (2015).
33. Ibid.
34. Paul Alkebulan, “Women and the Black Panther Party,” in Survival Pending Revolution: The History of the Black Panther Party (Tuscaloosa:
Alabama Press, 2007).
35. Safiya Bukhari, “On the Question of Sexism within the Black Panther Party” in The War Before, ed. Laura Whitehorn (New York, NY: The
Feminist Press, 2010).
36. Alkebulan, 102-03.
37. Ibid., 103.
38. Linda Lumsden, “Good Mothers with Guns: Framing Black Womanhood in the Black Panther, 1968-1980,” Journalism and Mass Communication
Quarterly 86, no. 4 (2009).
39. Bryan Shih and Yohuru Williams, The Black Panthers (New York, NY: Nation Books, 2016); David Hilliard and Lewis Cole, This Side of Glory:
The Autobiography Aof David Hilliard and the Story of the Black Panther Party (Boston, MA: Little, Brown and Company, 1993).
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the space of a liberation movement.
For women engaged in the ANC and MK led
liberation movement in South Africa, race was made
the singular and most important struggle. The elevation
of race in terms of importance inherently leads to the
double oppression of women. This occurs when women
are forced to engage in a patriarchal framework within
the liberation context. This results in the push for
women to become “asexual”40 while also experiencing
female-specific violence. The asexualization of women
enables them to participate in the patriarchal society,
but this engagement and inclusion of women as “one of
the boys” does not shield them from the abuse of their
male counterparts within the liberation context or
outside of it.41 Instead, I argue that this asexualization
of women can be seen as something that aggravates
men, causing them to lash out at the women through
violent means that include the tools of rape and torture.
This is seen on page 178 of David’s Story when the
men opt to use electric shock torture on Dulcie because
rape will not be effective on “her kind.”42 “Her kind”
can be understood as having two distinct meanings. The
first is that the asexualization of Dulcie and other
women fighters. The second is the confusion and
ambiguity of Dulce’s sexuality and other women
fighters. This fictional account is not only very telling
of women’s experience within MK, but was argued for
by Richard Rayner who state that “military training
involves socialization into an extreme kind of
masculinity, in which a young soldier must prove that
[she] is a good soldier–––that is that [she] is neither a
“girl” nor gay.”43
The silencing of women’s voices through the
lack of direct narration and inclusion of Dulcie and
other liberation female voices in David’s Story is a
direct example of the continuation of double oppression
that women face in liberation struggles. This is
addressed in Spivak’s seminal essay where she states
that “[i]f, in the context of colonial production, the
subaltern has no history and cannot speak, the subaltern
as female is even more deeply in shadow.”44 Though
Dulcie is a fictional character, she represents the

experiences of women within MK. Black women
who were in MK already held a subaltern status in
the larger discourse, but they were given a double
subaltern identity because within the larger
framework of patriarchy, they were also pushed to
the margins of the egalitarian liberation discourse.
Through the narrative of storytelling, Zoë Wicomb
brings to light much of the discourse and long-term
struggle legacies that exist within the ANC and
MK. It is through this that we see the double
victimisation of women through colonialism and
patriarchy that places them firmly in the
experiences of double subalternity.
Attempts made to justify rape or abuse
with the notion of being a warrior have occurred in
discussions on the gender relations within MK.45
This type of rhetoric is not only reductionist but
plays into the othering of Africans by placing an
emphasis on traditionalist sentiments. Just as was
the case with the BPP, the experiences of women
within MK were not monolithic and varied between
feelings of exclusion, not being taken seriously,
feeling undermined, and feeling unsafe.46
Furthermore, women were given the pet name
umzana, which means “small house” and refers to
women’s hostels––an idea that quickly manifested
as a double entendre.47 When females went to join
MK there was an assumption that they were
following a male lover and did not come to join out
of their own personal conviction for MK goals,
which resulted in many women undergoing sexist
experiences at the time of their admission into MK.
Since women were a small minority of MK
comrades, they were extremely vulnerable to
unwanted attention from senior leaders and thus
were put in danger of personal harm.48 Rape was
frequently used as a tool for torture and was
frequently enacted by male MK guerrilla upon
female MK’s––particularly those in exile.49 The
reproductive rights of MK women were controlled
because they were both forced to partake in
contraceptive methods, such as the forced insertion

40. My understanding of “asexual” in this context is not of the contemporary sexual identity, but an understanding that female sexuality, sexual
identity, and sexual attributes are being stifled, dominated, and ignored while also being acknowledged by the men involved in the liberation movement.
41. Raymond Suttner, “Women in the ANC-Led Underground,” in Women in South African History ed. Nomboniso Gasa (Cape Town, SA: Human
Rights Research Council Press, 2007), 247-48.
42. Zoë Wicomb, David’s Story (New York, NY: The Feminist Press, 2001), 178.
43. Tristan Anne Borer, ed. Gendered War and Gendered Peace: Truth and Commissions and Postconflict Gender Violence, Companion Reader on
Violence against Women (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 2012), 114.
44. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, ed. Appendix: Can the Subaltern Speak? , Can the Subaltern Speak?
Reflections on the History of an Idea (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 2010), 257.
45. Suttner, The ANC Underground in South Africa, 1950-1975, 119.
46. Ibid., 126-27.
47. Ibid., 127
48. Ibid.
49. Lisa Sharlach, “Rebel Women in States of Emergency: South Africa and Peru,” in 2004 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science
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of IUDs, whilst also being separated from the fight and
the central hubs of MK by being sent to Tanzania to
raise their children in the event that they became
pregnant.50 This not only led to child abandonment but
dangerous methods of termination that were undertaken
by MK women to avoid being denied access from the
movement.51
Why Were Women’s Issues in the Black Panther
Party and Umkhonto we Sizwe Excluded?
To completely and fully understand the
complexity of the relationships between men and
women in the BPP and MK, we first need to engage
with theoretical explanations of violence against
women (VAW), understand why some men hurt
women, and finally look at the way Black womanhood
is understood theoretically before applying this theory
into assessments of the experiences of women in the
BPP and MK. By focusing on the most extreme form of
chauvinistic and sexist attitudes we can draw a clearer
picture on how sexism existed and manifested itself in
these social movements.
The term “violence against women” can be
used to describe a variety of different behaviours
including emotional, sexual, and physical assault as
well as murder, genital mutilation/cutting, stalking, and
sexual harassment.52 Development of theoretical
explanations aid in the understanding of the problem of
VAW, thus allowing for the risk factors and causes of
VAW to be ascertained in order to develop more
effective prevention and intervention programs whilst
dismantling myths surrounding VAW.53 These myths
include that women want to be raped and are asking for
it by dressing or acting provocatively, or that women in
violent relationships do not think their situation to be so
bad and therefore do not leave their abusive
partner.54 By first reviewing separate theories
developed to explain VAW, then incorporating the
frameworks suggested by leading VAW theorists, and
then
addressing
multidimensional
theoretical
explanations, we can connect understandings of VAW
to women’s experiences within social movements.

Macro-oriented theories focus on the social
and cultural conditions that make Violence Against
Women (VAW) a likely occurrence. This is
important to take into account because “[s]ocial
hierarchies from the larger society [will] find their
way into every interstice of a movement.” 55 By
specifically looking at feminist theory, subcultures
of violence, and the cultural acceptance of violence
we can focus on the influence of social location on
VAW.
The feminist perspective on VAW focuses
on the concept of patriarchy and how societal
institutions help to maintain it. Male-dominated
social structure and socialisation practices teach
men and women gender-specific roles which result
in the subordinate positioning of women in society.
This positioning allows for VAW to manifest under
this system of male dominance.56 Feminist
perspectives on VAW are critiqued for being too
broad, too single-variable focused, and too
simplistic, since they do not consider differences
amongst men and solely look at the role of gender.
Though this “not all men” critique could be easily
ignored for not realising the larger structural role
that patriarchy plays into VAW, it is important to
consider that there is violence by and against
women in both lesbian and heterosexual
relationships. Nevertheless, by over-emphasising
that women commit acts of violence, one risks
straying away from the greater issue that
patriarchal realities are partly to blame for VAW.
For example, in the United States VAW was not
extensively studied or addressed in the public
sphere until the mid-1970s, when grassroots
feminist movements began to address the issues via
protest.57 It is for this reason that other than
personal accounts, little to no statistical analysis is
available regarding the prevalence of VAW during
the time that the BPP existed. This is also the case
with the MK in South Africa. Not until November
1995 do we see a report by Human Rights Watch in
which they call for the South African state to

50. Suttner, The ANC Underground in South Africa, 1950-1975, 128-29; Shireen Hassim, “The ANC in Exile: Challenging the Role of Women in
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53. Jana L. Jasinski, “Theoretical Explanations for Violence against Women,” in Sourcebook on Violence against Women, ed. Claire M. Renzetti, Jeffret
L. Edleson, and Racquel Kennedy Bergen (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 2001), 5.
54. Ibid., 5-6.
55. Pamela E. Oliver, “Ethnicity, Repression, and Fields of Action in Movement Mobilization,” in The Future of Social Movement Research: Dynamics,
Mechanisms, and Processes, ed. Jacquelien van Stekelenburg, Conny Roggeband, and Bert Klandermans (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
2013), 253.
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respond to the rampant domestic violence and rape that
had been occurring for years, and the fact that the state
was only consciously monitoring VAW until the
Human Rights Watch Women’s Rights Project was
established in 1990 to monitor VAW and gender
discrimination around the world.58 Since the cultural
ideology during the existence of these two movements
was of male dominance and structural forces that
limited women’s access to resources, we saw
absolutely no state action on VAW, hence signifying
the patriarchal effects on VAW.
Subcultures of violence and cultural
acceptances of violence within the BPP and MK were
quite absolute since they were militant movements that
vowed to meet violence with violence. It can be said
that there was a cultural acceptance of violence in the
United States and South Africa during the period of
existence of the BPP and MK, respectively. This is
because, in the United States, Black Americans were
being brutalized by the police and just coming out of
the Civil Rights Movement in which media regularly
showcased mutilated Black bodies and representations
of violence against Black bodies–––larger American
society was inherently violent and in their complacency
of this violence showed their acceptance of this. In
South Africa, the same argument can be made. As
apartheid was ongoing, frequent images of massacres
and violence against Black South Africans, and once
again the complacency of the white minority of South
Africa reflected a greater societal acceptance of
violence. This plays into the subculture of violence
created within the BPP and the MK whereby the use of
violence was accepted in specific situations related to
the social movements. This acceptance eventually
spread to the male-peer subgroups, who showed
support for violent acts like the raping and beating of
female members of the movement by not punishing
members who initiated such actions or by participating
in these actions as a group.59
A well-developed theory on VAW considers
and integrates explanations regarding social factors as
well as individual characteristics. Utilising Kimberle
Crenshaw’s analysis on violence against Women of
Colour, we can map the margins of women’s identity
within the BPP and MK.
Within feminist and antiracist discourse,
Women of Colour are not represented, because it is
shaped to one or the other and as Women of Colour

hold an intersectional identity their experiences are
frequently a product of racism, sexism, class, and
sexuality.60 Using Crenshaw’s
theory of
intersectionality we are made more cognizant of the
multiple grounds of identity that need to be
considered when taking into account the ways in
which the social word is connected. The focus in
this section will primarily be on the intersection of
race and sex since this has served as the foci of the
paper thus far.
Black women are situated within two
subordinated groups, race and gender, which
frequently pursue conflicting political agendas.
This highlights the concept of political
intersectionality whereby women are forced to be
split between two groups that are at times
opposing. This experience is one that that Black
men and white women rarely experience or
confront. Within antiracist strategies, the
parameters are based on the dominant gender’s
experience, thereby making most antiracist
movements focused on the needs of the entirety of
the racial group. Within women’s movements, the
focus is on sexism experienced by white women.
Not only do both discourses within these types of
social movements fail to consider issues of race and
patriarchy, but when they do it is an inadequate
articulation of the issues of racism and sexism. As
Crenshaw states, “[t]he failure of feminism to
interrogate race means that the resistance strategies
of feminism will often replicate and reinforce the
subordination of People of Colour, and the failure
of antiracism to interrogate patriarchy means that
antiracism will frequently reproduce subordination
of women.”61 Within Black communities, there are
criticisms that feminism has no place within the
sphere of communal discourse, that women’s issues
are divisive, and that the inclusion of women’s
issues is a migration of white women’s concerns
into a context where they are irrelevant and
harmful. This is further exacerbated by the
stereotype of the uncontrollably violent Black
man, which plays into why we see women within
Black communal spaces reticent about experiences
of violence against them by Black men. For Black
women to avoid “issues that might reinforce
distorted public perceptions against the need to
acknowledge
and
address
intracommunity
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problems,” they must choose to stay silent.62
Furthermore, the relationship that Black women have
with social authority (i.e., police forces) causes a
reluctance and hesitancy in involving public
intervention in their private lives, since these state
sanctioned authority figures, tend to have hostile
relations with the people and communities that Black
women engage with. This risks the chance of exposing
the social movement to the discourse of VAW as being
a manifestation of racism since it can be utilised as a
tool to discriminate against Black men.
The most odious manifestation of the Black
woman’s experience is the way in which the problem of
rape is conceptualised within antiracist and anti-rape
reform discourses that results in shorter sentences for
rape crimes against Black women, and little to no
media coverage on violent and horrific sexual assaults
against Black women.63 Quite simply “Black women
who are raped are racially discriminated against
because their rapists, whether Black or white, are less
likely to be charged with rape, and when charged and
convicted, are less likely to receive significant jail time
than the rapists of white women.”64 This is of note
because it emphasises the sub-class position that Black
women hold in regards to both state and media
perceptions of Black women.
The underpinning ideology of the BPP and MK
was a need for the black male’s masculinity to be
restored since historically they had been oppressed and
prevented from fulfilling their roles as the heads of the
family.65 Some impetus must be placed on the
ideological espousals of dominant leaders within both
these movements, but based on the assessment of
theories the lack of respect for Black women, the
contentions of race, and sociocultural pressures are
sources for why sexism was rampant and existed within
the BPP and MK. This idea is seen in the writing of
Steve Biko who states that “the reali[s]ation by the
black man of the need to rally together with his
brothers around the cause of their subjection.”66 This
statement exemplifies the major problem of the Black
Consciousness Movement (BCM) that underpinned
much of MK’s ideology. The problem is that Black
consciousness tends to ignore women, as was
previously mentioned and outlined when analysing
Crenshaw. Biko perpetuates and puts forward the idea
that the Black female is not important in the Black

man’s struggle for psychological and physical
liberation. It is for this reason that Wicomb writes a
novel which weaves Black consciousness with
feminism in order to adequately represent the
experiences of Black women. Dulcie, like Black
women in MK, is fighting against Black oppression
while also being the victim of a patriarchal society.
The loyalty that women within MK have is shown
through the re-telling of Dulcie’s honeycomb
retrieval story which seems to be an allegory of the
betrayal she felt at the hands of her male
comrades.67 The decision by Dulcie to tell the story
through this layered manner instead of recounting
the atrocities of rape she experienced shows the
woman’s continued loyalty to the ANC, MK, and
the men of the movement despite their negative
treatment. Though actions could have been taken
internally to combat and deal with the issues of
gendered violence, the social realities of the outside
world laid out a status quo that men within the BPP
and MK did not feel necessary to overturn whilst
still dealing with issues of race. Though women in
the BPP and MK did not lack agency and were
constantly subverting the role of women and their
place within these movements, the lack of greater
discussion of gender issues is a partial failure by
women within the movement to force their issues
onto the main agenda.
How to Put Women on the Agenda in Future
Social Movements
Women’s issues are not problems that
solely affect women, as they affect men who
almost indefinitely have relationships with women,
whether it be a sister, aunt, mother, grandmother,
wife, and so forth. By making it clear that women’s
issues aid in the betterment of female quality of life
whilst pointing out the importance that this has in
the lives of men, there can be new found
engagement between men and women regarding
women’s issues. This is ultimately quite necessary
because men are required as allies, not only
because they can access parts of patriarchal
hierarchies that women cannot (and aid in
dismantling it), but they are also the friends and
family of violent men. By using their own positions
of power as well as their personal relationship to
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work on change we can begin to see the incorporation
of women’s issues in social movement agendas. The
lives of men and women are inextricably intertwined
and so everything that happens to women happens to
men. Even with more men being involved in aiding to
put women on the agenda, it is important that men
continue to listen to women and acknowledge women’s
leadership in women’s issues since they have lived
experiences that they cannot be fully understand. The
inclusion of men may run the risk of marginalising
female voices, but by outlining the place that men
should have within the advancement of women’s issues
this can potentially be avoided. Though men are
instrumental in empowering women’s issues the
responsibility falls on the shoulders of women who
continue to be vanguards in women’s issues.
For women to gain access to the agenda of a
social movement, they must show that the social
movement will not dismantle the issues that they
currently face. In the case of MK and the BPP sexual
violence against women could be deemed as something
that would naturally come to an end once systems of
racism were dismantled when that could not be the case
since there was sexual violence occurring both intraracially and inter-racially against Black women.
Secondly, issues of class relegate what women can
fight for. Women who have access to basic human
necessities and more should know women have
differing realities, meaning, and experiences and thus
cannot wholeheartedly support breaking down
patriarchal structures that are oppressing the woman
when they are personally struggling to stay afloat in
society. There needs to be a rupture between the
scholarly analysis of women’s issues needs and policies
and that of real women at the grassroots level. At times
those within the echelons of academia insist for rights
and goals that women at the grassroots levels are not
concerned with because they have issues that are more
real to them. By aligning women’s issues with that of
the grassroots woman, women within social movements
are more likely to garner greater and widespread
support thus having the ability to exert greater pressure
and influence on men within their movement. Most
importantly, though, efforts towards gender equality
must consider and work within their cultural and
historical traditions. It is important to push and want
social change, but to expect that you should easily be
able to adopt models of equality seen elsewhere in the
world is a great folly for the fact that many of these
societies (i.e., Scandinavia/Nordic countries) are
extremely homogenous and lack the coloured history

that most other areas of the world have.
The United Nations International Research
and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women
(UN-INSTRAW)
emphasises
the
embodiment of
““transformatory empowerment” [to] draw
the distinction between empowerment as
capacity building for women to cope with
the requirements of life more efficiently,
versus capacity building to transform the
conditions of life and assert alternative
gender
roles.
Transformatory
empowerment involves a process where
women acquire the capacity to transform
unequal power structures based on male
dominance towards those that would lead
to women’s emancipation.”68
This theoretical mind frame is important in
reshaping balances of power within institutions, but
the primary goal of women in social movements is
to utilise the civil society women’s groups,
grassroots support, and continue to work to
dismantle the ideological and mental constructs.
This is the greatest challenge of them all and it may
be overly arduous to place that task upon the
shoulders of women seeking to enact change in the
world. Ultimately, changes in society lie in the
hands of individuals and broad internal changes are
necessary for pervasive social transfiguration.
Conclusion
The achievement of positions of trust and
responsibility was hard-won by women in the BPP
and MK. By constantly demanding respect and
pointing out contradictions between BPP and MK
rhetoric and practice women made contributions
that cannot be overlooked. Despite male
chauvinism and sexual harassment not being
completely defeated in the context of the BPP and
MK we cannot disregard what women did,
especially since this has yet to occur within larger
contemporary society. Areas of progress by the
BPP, MK, and women within these social
movements.
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My Hair and My Throne
By Sonora Grimsted

I like my hair, a lot. Hair is one of those things you are supposed to hate,
either it’s too thick or too curly or too fine or just somehow off. But I really
love my hair, it has different phases and different textures and can be curly
or straight or whatever I want it to be. Its red right now, past my shoulders
and wavy. It makes me feel like a princess, almost on par with Ariel.
But right now, when you whisper in my ear “I like your hair”, I would give
anything to shave it off. For my scalp to be singed by the cold, for your eyes
to look right through me. For you to go back to just standing there, for me
to keep walking. I don’t want to run the last block to the grocery store. I
don’t want the man I pass to stare straight ahead and keep walking,
thinking about his podcast and what a lovely day it is.
My hair, my heels, my skirt that flares just right makes me feel powerful,
because that is how powerful women dress. You make me feel like a
princess, one who has been tricked into thinking she has power. No one
told her she didn’t have the throne. And she does, it’s just the smaller one,
just as pretty, if not prettier than the other one. I mean, it’s gold why you
can’t just accept that?
Because I can hear his steps. Because if I was wearing earbuds I wouldn’t
know he was coming. Because you don’t look up. Because I think about
being a woman every day. Because you don’t think about being a man.
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The National Property: The problems of marital rape
in India
By Sybill Chen

Illustration by Shuttershock

In March 2016, Maneka Gandhi, Minister for
Women and Child Development in India,
indicated in a written statement that marital
rape could not be criminalized in India because
of factors including “level of education and
illiteracy, poverty, social customs and religious
beliefs.” She later explained that the mindset of
society was “to treat marriage as a sacrament”.
Marital rape, along with other gender violence
cruelties against women, is a persistent social
phenomenon in India. Yet unlike the rest,
marital rape is often understood as a
contradiction and an impossibility (Mandal,
255), which, unsurprisingly, is not unique in
the Indian context alone. In seventeenth and
eighteenth century Britain, a wife could not
claim her personhood in marriage since jurists
considered the husband and wife as a single
legal entity per the Common Law, which meant
that the husband could not commit a crime
against “himself”. A woman’s body, property,
voice and rights were thus rendered irrelevant
so long as the threat was inside the marriage.
In Canada, it had been legally acceptable for a
man to rape his wife without criminal sanction
until 1983. Indeed, rape was seen as “a
violation or appropriation of a man’s sexual
rights over his wife or daughter and, for some
men, a state-sanctioned right over their female
slaves” (Torres, 10). Yet to this day, both

prosecutors and defence lawyers tend to believe
that in a marriage, if a wife usually consents to sex
under different situations, the husband is within
reason to assume her consent in every occasion
(Lazar, 353).
The Indian context proves to be more
complicated. According to the 2003 amendment
to the Indian Penal Code (IPO), rape is
penetration without the woman’s consent, when
she is below 18 (Section 375), but when it comes to
sexual intercourse with a man’s own wife, it is not
considered rape if she is above 15. When the
assaulted wife is above 15 and has been living
separately with the husband, the husband can be
persecuted if “the court is ‘prima facie’ satisfied
that the facts indeed constitute as an offence”
(Mandal, 258). Thus the IPO allows a glaring
rights gap between wives and non-wives as well as
minor wives below 15—who enjoy the most
protection—and cohabiting wives above 18, with
no protection.
The major rationale behind such discrimination is
to preserve the sacred marriage to the greatest
extent, and oftentimes it is the wife who is
expected to maintain her marriage’s longevity. In
a study conducted in 1996, 109 judges were
interviewed to assess their attitudes to violence
against women. 48% believed that there were
certain occasions when it was justifiable for a
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husband to slap his wife; 74% believed that the
preservation of the family should be the woman’s
primary concern, even if she faces violence; 55%
believed that the moral character of a woman was
relevant in cases of sexual abuse (Gopalan, 90).
Even Mahatma Gandhi himself believed that a
chaste woman should be able to ward off rape and
if she could not, she should give up her life
(Ghandi, 290).
In fact, the rhetoric of “marriage as a sacrament”
entails a more extensive political agenda. Mandal
explains that by convoluting the concept of “Hindu
sacred marriage” with “Indian marriage”, the IPO
effectively erases traditions that understand
marriage as a contract (Islamic law), or
collaboration (indigenous communities). In Postcolonial India where family life (marriage, divorce,
inheritance etc.) is regulated by each community’s
religious and customary law, deliberate
essentialization of “Indian marriage” sets the
trigger for nationalist tension and religious rivalry.
And wives become the final victim.
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Pick Not Peek
By Sybill Chen
Digital
"Pick women's liberties, don't peek them"
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Begging for Change: Systemic Inequality and the
Eviction of Ecuador’s Indigenous Street Beggars
By Rebecca Summers

Introduction
In the early 2000s, a wave of policies aimed at
reducing Indigenous child begging in Ecuador’s major
cities, particularly its capital, Quito, passed through the
government.1 While proposed with the intention of
revitalizing the city and its economy, a closer analysis
shows that this legislature was an attempt to “whiten”
the urban centres by specifically targeting Indigenous
people to discourage them from leaving their rural
communities. This paper will analyze the broad
problem of systemic inequality through this particular
lens: the case study of the whitening of Quito’s streets
by evicting Indigenous child beggars.
This paper will first examine the key factors
leading up to the adoption of these whitening policies:
Ecuador’s colonial history, the effect of neoliberal
policies on Ecuador’s economy, and societal tensions
present in the country. Secondly, it will introduce the
case study: the legislature involved in the
implementation of the whitening policies and the key
effects of these policies. Next, it will present the four
key reasons this case is significant: its connections to
systemic inequality, development theories, urban
development, and indigenous justice. Finally, it will
suggest both potential solutions and obstacles to this
case study on domestic and international levels, as well
as to systemic inequality overall. The paper will
conclude with a brief comparison to a similar situation
that occurred in Brazil and a summary of the case study
as a whole.
Elements Leading to the Policies
A Colonial History
Located in northwestern South America,
Ecuador was first home to a variety of Indigenous
groups that were integrated into the Inca Empire
throughout the 15th century. 1526 brought the first
Spaniards to Ecuador, along with weapons, armour, and
a language the Indigenous people of Ecuador had never
before seen.2 Indigenous Ecuadorians were treated
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deplorably under the Spanish rule. Stripped of their
land, rights, and via the execution of the Inca
leader, Indigenous people became second-class
citizens.
These
anti-Indigenous
attitudes
proliferated across the country and are still present
today, over 185 years after Ecuador’s
independence.3
The Effect of Neoliberal Policies on the Economy
Over the course of recent decades, Ecuador
has been a landscape of chaotic change. The great
strides taken to integrate the nation into the global
economy have come at the price of political
instability, poverty, and exorbitant debt. Income
inequality has reached worrying levels, with the
year 2000 showing that nearly 60% of all
Ecuadorians live in poverty; a figure closer to 90%
for Indigenous Ecuadorians.4
As discussed in John Williamson’s 2004
article, “A Short History of the Washington
Consensus,” many Latin American countries
throughout the 20th century adopted policies of
neoliberalism and fiscal austerity encouraged by
institutions like the World Bank and the World
Trade Organization (WTO).5 Ecuador was no
different, and by the late 1980s its economy was
reeling from the effects of the Structural
Adjustment Programs (SAPs), which caused
currency devaluation, higher fuel prices, decreased
subsidies for necessary goods, a move to export-led
growth, greater interest rates, and a reduction in
government spending on social services. By 1999,
Ecuador was facing the worst economic crisis the
country had ever witnessed.6 In an attempt to
stabilize the economy, in 1999 the national
currency was abandoned and the United States
(U.S.) dollar was adopted. Ecuadorians’ real
incomes plummeted; in 1996, the exchange rate
was 3,190 sucres to 1 U.S. dollar; by 2001, it was
25,000 sucres to 1 U.S. dollar.7
The
agricultural
industry,
mostly
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dominated by rural and Indigenous farmers, was
particularly vulnerable to neoliberal restructuring
programs. Indigenous farmers now lacked access to the
resources required to sustain their crops and their
livelihood: land, credit, technology, and seeds. The
move to export large-scale agriculture resulted in a
monopoly market, while small-scale farmers were
largely abandoned. 8
Societal Tensions
Emerson discusses in his 1969 paper
“Colonialism” the legacy of ethnic tensions and racism
that formerly colonized states are left with after their
independence.9 This is an important feature to consider
when understanding Ecuador’s societal climate in the
late 1990s: these vast political-economic changes were
taking place in the context of a nation still plagued by
colonial racism, social inequalities, and economic
marginalization discriminating against Indigenous
Ecuadorians. Indigenous people are considered to be at
the lowest rung of Ecuador’s hierarchy of race, with
white people at the top. Blanco-mestizos, or just
mestizos, make up the majority of Ecuadorians whose
lineage is mixed.10
Due to mestizos’ higher status and thus
greater ability to find employment, a racial-spatial
divide between urban and rural areas has developed.
There is a belief that Indigenous people belong in rural
communities, whereas only mestizos and white people
belong in the urban centres. This is exacerbated by the
perception that mestizos are a more advanced people
than the Indigenous, and that if the Indigenous come to
the urban centres they will contaminate it.11 Indigenous
beggars in the street, the vast majority of whom are
children, are not only considered diseased themselves
but also as diseasing the city.
The influx of Indigenous people to the urban
centres in search of employment, paired with these
views of Indigenous people as “dirty” and
“undeveloped,” against the backdrop of a crumbling
economy lays the foundation for the whitening policies
of Quito in the early 2000s.
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The Case Study: Whitening the Streets of Quito
The Policies
Under the guise of “saving” children, the
government of Ecuador passed its Code of
Childhood and Adolescence in January of 2003.
This Code prohibits child begging by arguing that it
is an infringement of children’s rights and safety.12
While this may seem reasonable on its own, one
must take into consideration the greater effects of
such a ban on begging. It does not address the real
issue of what is causing these children to beg,
instead it merely removes one of these children’s
only sources of income. Furthermore, this Code
provides the grounds to forcibly remove or even
arrest children from the streets.13 What is portrayed
as a humanistic approach of “letting children have a
childhood” actually results in the maltreatment of
child beggars.
A second piece of legislature proposed in
2003 was titled the “Protection for Indigent
Children and Adolescents Bill,” wherein children
who are left in the streets to beg by their parent
should be considered threatened, abused, and
exploited. According to Deputy Marco Proaño, the
author of this bill, the government has a
responsibility to ensure that these children receive
protection from the abuse of their parents. In order
to “protect” these children, any child found begging
would be isolated in specialized youth centres. Any
parent of a child found begging would lose all
parental jurisdictions, and any child caught fleeing
a centre would be arrested.14 One should not ignore
the uncanny resemblance of this bill to the
residential school policies of the Canadian
government throughout the 20th century, as
explained in Rosemary Nagy’s article, an
incredibly harmful program designed to assimilate
Indigenous children into white Canadian society.15
Key Effects and Outcomes
Systemic or structural inequality is defined
by the World Bank as the subconscious, intrinsic
bias against a group of people within a society.16
The passage of these laws demonstrates the
systemic inequality present in Ecuador; bills
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designed to “cleanse” the cities ultimately targeted only
Indigenous people. The dangers from such an inherent
bias are innumerable. People have been stripped of
their livelihood, of their rights, of societal status, of
legal entitlements, and more. In Ecuador’s case
specifically, Indigenous people even lost the right to
legal guardianship over their children if the child was
found begging. Moreover, in Ecuador the project was
lauded as positive and helpful. This is a striking
example of how a problem such as systemic inequality
and its consequences can be ignored or even
appreciated by a society, while overlooking its
extremely detrimental effects on the marginalized
population.
Significance
Linking to Systemic Inequality
The policies designed by the Ecuadorian
government to “protect” Indigenous children from
begging in the street are thinly veiled attempts to push
Indigenous people out of the urban city centres and
back into the rural communities. Due to the
aforementioned race hierarchy rampant in Ecuador,
Indigenous people already have extreme difficulty
finding formal employment in the city. By taking away
their rights to beg and act as street vendors, the
government is effectively evicting them from the city.
Deteriorating economic and social prospects for
Indigenous people, paired with the government’s lack
of aid, demonstrates that racism is still a problem in
Ecuador, one that requires real intervention and a
commitment to change. Through this lens, the
whitening policies of Quito are significant because they
show an unfortunate long-term trend of racism that
must be further addressed.
Different Development Theories
One might argue that these policies stem from
the greater issue of economic underdevelopment
resulting from the adoption of neoliberal policies
during the 20th century. This case study is significant as
it shows how a desperate situation can result in
drastically harmful consequences. If the WTO had
provided a more reasonable development plan other
than neoliberalism, for example a focus on human
development such as Sen’s capabilities approach,17
Ecuador may have transitioned into the global economy
without the economic turmoil that it experienced.
Without such a crisis, it is possible that these whitening
policies never would have occurred. Therefore, this
case study exemplifies the problems, both economic
17
18
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and social, of a “one-model-fits-all” approach to
development.
Urban Development
This case study also addresses the
challenge of urban development in an economically
underdeveloped area. It demonstrates how the
benefits of urban development are not shared
equally amongst the entire population; rather, the
urban elites grow wealthier while poor rural
workers and street vendors are worse off. This case
study is significant as it shows that while urban
development can be economically advantageous, it
can also increase the income inequality, wage gap,
and racial tensions between groups of a society.
Indigenous Justice
This study is also significant in that it
raises the important issue of Indigenous justice.
Indigenous people in Ecuador suffer the worst
living conditions in the country, receive little
government funding, and even less government
support for other services.18 Finding a suitable
means of incorporating Indigenous perspectives
into policy and addressing their specific concerns is
an important goal not only for Ecuador, as seen in
this case study, but also globally.
Solutions and Obstacles
Domestic Solutions and Obstacles
A significant first step would be for the
government to meet with Indigenous community
leaders and ask them directly what they want and
how the government can help. It is important to
hear from the Indigenous people themselves and
allow them to develop policies aligned with their
own beliefs. Furthermore, there should be greater
Indigenous representation in government, perhaps
by implementing a minimum number of seats in the
government for Indigenous leaders. One challenge
associated with this approach is the fact that not all
Indigenous groups have the same goals, so it could
be difficult to incorporate all opinions into
legislature. Furthermore, Indigenous groups may
not want to interact with the government at all; they
may prefer to stay out of politics or have their own
distinct political platform.
A second approach would be to establish
part-time schools in rural communities, whereby
children can go to school for a portion of the day
and spend the rest of the day working. In this sense,
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the child is both receiving an education and earning an
income for his family. Scholarship programs should be
developed to support children buying school uniforms
and books, and colleges in Ecuador should have special
allowances for lower tuition for Indigenous students.
Furthermore, employment centres for interviewing
practice, job searching, and skill development
workshops should be offered free of charge to increase
employability in the urban sector, if desired. However,
these programs present the challenge of supporting
Indigenous groups without imposing predominantly
mestizo ideology and customs regarding education and
employment.
International Solutions and Obstacles
On an international level, Ecuador should work
with multinational organizations such as the WTO and
World Bank to establish fair trade prices for
agriculture. This is certainly no easy task; Ecuador is
not an extremely politically powerful nation and these
institutions are traditionally very neoliberal, however
should this challenge be overcome, it is an effective
means of achieving impactful change.
While non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
and international aid agencies might have the means to
help support Ecuador’s Indigenous people, this is a
sensitive issue. One must be wary of the fact that
Ecuador is indeed a sovereign state, and a democracy
nonetheless: it can pass whichever laws it chooses.
Furthermore, directing aid to Indigenous groups is
problematic on its own. Deciding who receives the aid,
if monetary aid is warranted or even wanted, and
disrupting their local economy are all issues that act as
barriers for international actors striving to become
involved in the cause.
Addressing Systemic Inequality
Systemic inequality is a challenge around the
world, to which there is no simple solution. Effectively
addressing systemic inequality requires nations
acknowledging their history of racism and the inherent
biases in their legislature, and making a concentrated
effort to remedy these wrongs. This involves actively
seeking council from all members of the society to
develop policies that benefit everyone, and then
upholding these policies on the ground. Limitations to
the remedy of systemic inequality include nations’
blindness to the inequality; an inability or
unwillingness to spend the amount of time, money, and
energy involved in addressing the issue; and a sense of
apathy amongst the majority that hinders development
for the marginalized minorities.
19

Cuvi 2016: 9

35

Concluding Observations
Eviction Policies in Brazil
As a final observation, it is important to
note that Ecuador is not the only country to see
such cleansing policies specifically targeting
informal street vendors and beggars. In his 2016
paper, Jacinto Cuvi analyzes the eviction
campaigns facing Brazil’s street workers. Just as in
Ecuador, the first bill passed in Brazil under the
guise of improving the business climate, and
received significant support from the general public
due to street beggars’ reputation as unclean and a
threat to the city.19 While Brazil’s policies were not
particularly targeting Indigenous people, as in
Ecuador’s case, they did threaten a low-income
group of people whose livelihood depended on
begging. This is emblematic of a larger pattern of
governments viewing certain groups of people as
undesirable, and using legislation to conceal these
people instead of addressing the socio-political,
economic, and historic circumstances that are at the
root of these prejudices.
Summary of Points
Whitening policies designed to cleanse the
streets of Indigenous child beggars swept
Ecuador’s largest cities in the early 2000s as a
result of rampant inequality, poor politicaleconomic conditions, and long-standing colonial
attitudes. This is a significant case due to its
relevance to the themes of systemic inequality,
development theories, urban development, and
Indigenous justice. This case study serves as a
warning against racist policies disguised as
seemingly helpful and harmless “protection,” and
exemplifies the dangerous consequences of
systemic inequality to the income, rights, and
standards of living for Indigenous people. Finally,
Ecuador is not the first country to experience such
policies, as demonstrated in Cuvi’s account of
eviction policies in Brazil. This is indicative of a
larger trend of targeting marginalized groups within
a society, as well as of the concerning attitudes
towards street workers and Indigenous groups that
permit such bills to pass.
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This piece comments on the absent will to listen omnipresent in today's political climate in the United States. From the primaries to the streets of
Washington, debates increasingly turn into arguments fueled by voluntary ignorance and anger. I’ve always viewed politics as something detached from
emotion. Sure politicians or activists can be successful for their passion & dedication, but I feel that these terms are on a completely different track. Today's
citizens seem to be clouded by their personal fears and frustrations to an excessive and unproductive degree. Tied to the ridiculously abstract yet powerful
notions of the party, people increasingly connect their own values with blind devotion to a certain group or ideology. This can only lead to obsessions that
prevent us from listening to each other and finding compromise - drawing us closer to the way children are capable of bickering for hours on end with no
solution in sight.
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The Politics of Illicit Economies in Africa ––
Informal Trade Networks and the Issue of
Development: Comparative Case Study of Nigeria
and Peru
By Tofunmi Odugbemi

Introduction
In 2013 the African Development Bank Group
stated that “organizing the informal sector and
recognizing its role as a profitable activity may
contribute to economic development”. The informal
sector is the umbrella term that illicit economies fall
beneath. By understanding the effects of the most
insidious branch of the informal sector on the
development and management of African states and
their economies we can better understand how such an
economy can form a relationship that is not
antagonistic to the state, but works in symbiosis with it
(Andreas 2011, 405). Transnational organized crime is
another term for “the illicit side of the global economy
includes trade in prohibited commodities, smuggling of
legal commodities [...], clandestine movement of
people, trafficking of endangered species and animal
parts, and laundering money generated by these and
other illicit activities” (Andreas 2011, 406). Drug
cartels, bank robberies, and dog fighting syndicates are
examples of activities that occur in the renegade
economy which is “a set of activities taken to exploit
illegal and illegitimate opportunities” (Webb et al.
2009, 495). We can reformulate our understanding of
the informal economic sector through the enrichment of
the definition by including “[both] enterprises that are
not legally regulated [and] employment relationships
that are not legally regulated or protected” (Chen 2007,
1). It is important to change our understanding of the
informal economy because it allows us to move away
from the reactionary assumption whereby all illicit
interactions are viewed as negative activities that can
only negatively affect development. This new
definition also asks us to reconceptualize our
understanding of what development is and what the
standard process of development is.
Chang (1999) presents the limitations of the
neoliberal proposal of development by pointing out the
issues behind the liberalization of the free market and
depoliticization of state economies. Through this
presentation we are given a new vision of the
developmental state which focuses on the “coordination
for change, provision of vision, institutional building,
and conflict management” (192-98). If the trajectory of
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long-term growth and structural change is taken in
conjunction with management of conflicts, which
will arise during the process of institutional
adaption and innovation that allow states to reach
long-term goals, then it is necessary to take into
account the importance of illicit economies and
how they can build and generate state growth.
Moving away from discourse which attests fragile
states as being fertile ground for the illicit trade to
blossom (Grant 2007, 113-14) and the so-called
“detrimental” effect on the power and authority of
states allows us to create new theories about the
economic development of African states by way of
informal economic activity. Finally, the scope of
this paper will predominantly focus on economic
development in Nigeria . Economic development in
this context is broadly understood as any steady
and continual economic growth within the state.
This can be anything from a minute increase in
GNP to the doubling and tripling of the state’s
GDP. Furthermore, economic development is
highlighted here because it is a positive markers of
a developing state.
By looking at the effects of state
enforcement, domestic economic policies, and local
agricultural production on the development of the
Nigerian economy, one can argue that the illicit
economic sector is not a sign of negative
development in Nigeria. This is because the
aforementioned factors can be attested to being the
cause of how and why the drug trade during the
1980s to late 1990s became as prevalent as it did in
Nigeria. Instead of criminalizing the drug trade,
which either has no effect on the trade or heightens
its deficiencies, movements should be made to
institutionalize the drug trade. An example of this
is seen in Latin America. This step has been
preliminarily taken by the Peruvian government in
the legalization of the coca plant which has enabled
local peasant economies to grow, thereby serving
as one example by which Nigeria may follow to
introduce drugs into the formal economic sector.
Furthermore, the discourse on the formalization of
drug economies is more well-established in the
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academic fields of Latin America and therefore a case
study of a prominent Latin American narco-state is
useful in fleshing out the benefits that are gained from
the formalization of the drug economy in Nigeria.
Illicit Drug Enforcement and the Economy
In the discourse on drugs there is a fixation on
the idea of drug “control” and the effects of drugs on
the transgressions of social and behavioral boundaries
(Gootenberg 2009, 33). This discourse finds root in the
historical antidrug campaigns that enforced the idea of
a person on drugs being a person who is out of control.
This notion plays into the deep-seated social anxieties
of self-control which first blossomed in Victorian
societies of the 1890s. Drugs attract panic and anxieties
regarding what is understood to be proper gender,
sexual, racial, and class boundaries and the “war on
drugs” utilizes much of this type of language in order to
combat the alleged social chaos that arises.
During the 1990s billions of dollars were
streamlined to African states in an effort to relegate
drug smuggling. Not only were foreign states investing
in various African agencies’ drug combatant
operations, but African states were also investing in
these initiatives. Despite the investment of large sums
of money, time, and human resources, drug
enforcement in Nigeria has had a negligible effect on
curtailing drug trade (Klantschnig 2016). as a result of
enforcement, the retail price of drugs goes up because
the risk of punishment (i.e., long prison sentences,
costly fines) decreases the market. this short-run
indicator of the efficacy of enforcement will be used to
assess the effects of drug enforcement on the economy
of the developing Nigerian state.
Reuter and Kleiman (1986) offer a highly
persuasive argument as to why the 1980s structure of
drug enforcement will not limit or eradicate the trading
of drugs. The main goal of drug law enforcement is to
reduce drug consumption by making the activity so
risky that dealers require higher compensation for their
continued involvement in the drug world (296). The
reality is that the direct effects of drug law enforcement
on the price of drugs is slight. This differs depending
on the type of drug being assessed; for example, drug
law enforcement does not affect the street-price of
marijuana and cocaine––but it does affect the retail
price of heroin (Gootenberg 2009, 14). Furthermore,
asset seizure programs rarely have any consequence for
retail price of the drugs. Generally, the value of the
assets that have been seized is not the monetary value
paid out to the drug enforcement task forces of the
state. After the drug combatting agency freezes a
dealer’s assets and passes ownership to the
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government, the amount realized is in fact much
lower than the value upon the initial seizure
(Reuter and Kleiman 1986, 325). For example, in
1981 the Drug Enforcement Administration only
obtained $13 million in forfeitures from its asset
removal program even though seizures totaled $161
million (Reuter and Kleiman 1986, 325). Finally,
even increased law enforcement locally and
internationally do not result in substantial changes
in drug sector because of the lag time between
increased expenditures on drug prevention tactics
and the completion of cases (Reuter and Kleiman
1986, 327-31). This highlights two conclusions;
first, that the money spent by government
bureaucracies to combat the drug trade can be
better used for other aspects of state-keeping, and
second by demonizing this trade the state closes
itself off to potential surplus and economic activity
that could aid in their economic development. The
money put into the drug trade and mass efforts to
enforce the illegitimacy of the drug trade has
affected the development of Nigeria’s economy. By
not incorporating parts of the renegade economy
into the formal economy there are billions lost
by the state. If this activity was formalized,
Nigeria may have seen less economic stagnation
during 1980 – 1990. These distinct effects of
legalization are not mutually exclusive but work in
tandem because when the state re-directs drug
combatting resources to other state expenditures
they open themselves up to a new economic
possibility and can tax and control the trade of
drugs.
One should also consider the effects of a
successful drug law enforcement program which
creates two unwanted side effects (Reuter and
Kleiman 1986, 337). The first is that as consumers
pay more for drugs, they become poorer. The
second is that as drug market entrepreneurs earn
more, they become richer. Not only is that a
representation of the enforcement problem, but is
also a degradation to state economies because the
poor population of drug users tends to be larger
than that of dealers. This is important to note
because the larger population of drug consumers
will lack excess funds to spend on various other
parts of the state economy because their finances
will be drained by the costly drugs they purchase.
This process also allows for small-scale drug
dealers to become larger-scale organizations in a
process known as cartelization which enables drug
groups to become more insular, protectivist, and
more capable of evading both national and
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transnational law enforcement (Reuter and Kleiman
1986, 323). This is another way in which the economy
of the state can be affected by excessive, widespread,
and inefficient drug law enforcement.
Schneider estimated in 2002 that approximately
forty percent of the Gross Domestic Production (GDP)
in developing economies came from informal economic
activities, a statistic similar to Schneider’s was offered
by the International Labour Organization that same
year (Webb et al. 2009, 493). According to the 1982
National Narcotics Intelligence Consumers Committee
estimate, about eighty billion was generated in gross
sales by illicit drugs (Reuter and Kleiman 1986, 293).
Even in 2008, the National Drug Law Enforcement
Agency (NDLEA) in Nigeria claimed to have seized
twenty-seven million naira in drug shares from drug
barons and billions more in assets (No Let-Up on AntiDrug War, 2008). These three statistics present us with
a part of economic activity that remains untapped and
inaccessible to the governments of many developing
states due to the moralistic understanding of what the
formal sector should be and the criminalization of the
renegade economic sector. By considering the benefits
of formalizing this bounty of wealth, developing states
can invigorate their economies and give it the necessary
“seed money” to begin to build a state with sound
economic practices that better the livelihoods of the
citizenry across the board.
Illicit Drugs and Domestic Economic Policies
After gaining independence from the British in
1960, Nigeria had to combat a civil war and a military
coup d’état in 1966. Then from 1979 to 1983 Nigeria
had a period of democratic state control which was
disturbed by a military junta that lasted until 1998 when
General Sani Abacha suddenly passed away. From the
adoption of a new Nigerian constitution on May 5th,
1999 we have seen democracy continue to become
more entrenched in the public consciousness of
Nigeria. The decade following the democratization of
the Nigerian state was characterized by a prolonged
economic crisis and the government’s unsuccessful
struggle to trigger sustainable and long-lasting
economic growth. Much like Peru, despite having a
turbulent political history and tumultuous past, Nigeria
has taken the steps to pursue market-friendly economic
policies and consolidate their democracy (Jasper and
Seelke 2008, 1).
In the 1980s the Nigerian economy saw a steep
decline. During the tenure of Mohammed Buhari from
1983 – 1985 Nigeria’s economy was subjected to a repackaged version of inefficient economic policies that
had been used by previous state leaders (Falola 1999,
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182). Under Babangida between 1985 and 1993,
Nigeria was put through the process of installing
the suggestions laid out by Structural Adjustment
Programs (SAPs) in 1988 (Falola 1999, 183-86).
These damaging plans would mark a period of
continued economic downturn in Nigerian history,
but a new leader came into place and effectively
turned the Nigerian economy around. Olusegun
Obasanjo of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
was elected in 1999. and built a strong relationship
with the international community in order to
strengthen Nigeria’s nascent democracy. These
newly entrenched relationships would later aid in
curtailing Nigeria’s debt. Obasanjo was re-elected
in 2003 and s during this time Nigeria saw
economic growth and was able to repay state debts.
Nigeria’s foreign reserves increased from $2 billion
in 1999 to $143 billion in 2007 (Okpanachi 2011).
Most of this economic growth and increase in
revenue was a result of increased exports in oil, a
resource that held a solid basin of international
worth. Regarding the debt payment, Obasanjo was
able to secure debt pardons from Britain and France
which resulted in around $18 billion in savings and
an $18 billion payment that made Nigeria debt free
(Okpanachi 2011).
The short summary above of the political
and economic history that I have presented on
Nigeria outlines the levels of dysfunctions and
success within Nigeria’s political economy during
the period of independence until 2007. Through an
analysis of Nigeria’s economic policies beginning
in the 1980s and its relationship to drugs, an
argument can be made that drug trafficking did not
affect the economy in Nigeria. The economy in
Nigeria was afflicted due to the lack of foreign and
domestic business investment, the continual
turnover of governments which led to perpetually
changing
economic
policies,
and
the
commencement of the economically ruinous
structural adjustment program. A report released
by The Economist (Africa’s New Number One) in
2014 shows us that despite continued smuggling of
drugs at a major level in Western Africa , their
economic performance has continued to see steady
growth. This is because subsequent leaders have
taken the steps to deal with the economic issues of
the Nigerian state.
Contrasting the economic policies of
Nigeria to that of Peru allows us to better
understand the similarities that lie between these
states. Former Peruvian president Alán García is a
key actor in the development of Peru’s economy.
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García took a different approach from the anticapitalism rhetoric of which turned-off many foreign
investors in the 1985 to one that promoted U.S.Peruvian relations in 2001. Collaboration between the
United States and Peru, namely the U.S. Peru Trade
Promotion Agreement, has made Peru to be America’s
largest trading partner and has resulted in millions of
dollars of foreign aid being sent to Peru. This
relationship between Peru and the U.S. began a period
of continued economic growth in Peru in a similar way
as is seen in Nigeria.
Alvarez (1995) assesses the inter-relationship
between the restructuring of the economy taking place
in Peru in her 1995 article. Alvarez classifies Peru as a
late starter in its economic development because a
restricting program was not launched until August of
1990 after Fujimori came to power (126). Nigeria can
also be considered a late starter economy because
serious economic growth did not occur until the late
1990s. Peru is called the “Peruvian Pendulum” because
over the past four decades they have switched their
economic development strategies numerous times,
moving from import-substitution industrialization and
structural reforms in 1968 to shock-treatment
stabilization and the return to liberalism combined with
social pacification of the country in 1990.This has
created a type of “pendulum” in which no one
economic policy is adhered to for a very long time and
according to Alvarez has two major consequences. In
policymaking the “pendulum effect” results in the
discouragement of private investment as the state is
unable to apply longevous plans for economic growth,
thereby heightening the reliance of lower class workers
and peasants on other means, such as the illicit sector,
to supplement their income. Furthermore, constant
bureaucratic turnover poses a challenge when the state
now aims to tackle the renegade economy either
through the use of drug law enforcement or by
attempting to formalize the informal. Many of the
issues in state-building that Peru encountered have been
experienced in the context of Nigeria.
Despite the difference in the economic policies
of 1970 – 2000 Peru and 1980 – 2007 Nigeria to the
economic policies post-2000 the drug trade has
continued to exist in both Nigeria and Peru and is at
levels quite similar to those reported during the height
of the drug war in the eighties and nineties (Muggah
and McDermott 2013). Even though this is the
contemporary reality of Peru and Nigeria, it is still
attestable that the ever-changing economic policies of
Peru from 1970 until 2000 and Nigeria from 1980 until
2007, is the main reason behind the economic
developmental struggles that Peru and Nigeria
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underwent. The struggle to economically develop is
not as a result of the drug trade which is outside of
the formal economic sector and thus has a reduced
effect on the state’s economy.
Local Agricultural Production and Illicit Drugs
In Peru there are significant portions of the
rural population that are engaged in illicit economic
activities (Alvarez 1995, 126). For hundreds of
years the coca leaf has been cultivated in the Andes
for both medical and religious purposes. In the late
1970s and throughout the 1980s the coca leaf
would become one of the most profitable crops for
export in the region (Alvarez 1995, 126). The drug
sector in Peru performs an important function via
the creation of employment for the rural population
(Alvarez 1995, 138). The reliance on the illicit
economy by the peasantry is due to a need
to supplement incomes earned by licit crops and
executed as such by producing coca production for
drug cartels.
The need for peasants to supplant their
formal sector incomes with that from the informal
sector is partially due to the failures of the Peruvian
state to create favourable economic conditions for
their citizenry to prosper, however, the connection
to mass drug enforcement plays a more important
role in this case. As previously discussed,
international drug law enforcement fuels the drug
trade. This process then allows for drug cartels to
oversaturate the coca-market and so peasant
economies that grow cocaine-producing plants are
forced to partner with the narco trade if they want
to profit from their product. The fact that the
government pays rural agriculturalists much less
than drug cartels also plays into the motivations of
local farmers who choose to engage in the drug
trade. Morales (1990) suggests that international
governments and economies like that of the United
States should buy crops from the local peasant
which will not only protect peasant economic
interests, but will also aid in their global war on
drugs (106-07). The crops bought by the state could
be used for biomedical research and the creation of
opioid drugs that utilize the compounds found in
the coca leaf. This would not only help to “prevent
the product from falling into the hands of organized
crime [but it] would also establish a world system
of control of the raw material without damaging the
economy of the peasants” (Morales 1990, 106).
The groups of poor peasant masses depending on
coca and the cocaine economy point to why newer
and more efficient tactics need to be developed to
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ensure that their needs are met since the anti-cocaine
war has proven dangerous for local economic interests
and, at times, ineffective. Since drug enforcement
stifles local peasant agricultural economies, these
peasants are pushed to engage in the informal economic
sector which usually involves selling their coca plants
to drug cartels rather than to the state. This shows us
that if the illicit economic sector were to be formalized
in a competitive manner then the rural farming
population would most likely engage in the profitable
and safe formal economic sector with the government.
In Nigeria there is a prevalence of hemp fields
which are regularly being discovered by the NDLEA.
Much like the coca-fields in the Andean regions of
Latin America the growth of the hemp plant can have
agricultural benefits. It is important to note that
cannabis did not emerge in West Africa until the
twentieth century, so it does not have the long historical
linkages that coca-plants do in the Andean region.
Nevertheless, the emergences of cannabis along the
West African coast in the 1920s did not cause any
major alarm to colonial authorities who showed “no
interest in [controlling] cannabis, opium, and coca
products” (Klantschnig 2014, 71). Even up until the
1950s, the higher echelons of the colonial
administration were unconcerned about cannabis
because it “did not draw much public or media
attention [when] the relatively small amounts were
seized” (Klantschnig 2014, 73) by colonial drug
enforcement police units. From the 1920s until the
1950s the colonial government was so deeply
uninterested in monitoring of and investigation of
Nigeria’s cannabis use that annual reports would
frequently state that “Indian Hemp does not grow in
Nigeria and is not cultivated” (Klantschnig 2014, 73).
Despite the minimal attempt to curtail the drug trade
during this time, the larger Nigerian population did not
seem negatively affected by the use of drugs. Economic
development in Nigeria was also unaffected by the
presence of drugs, that is to say, it was not made any
worse. It was in the 1960s and onwards that the
perception of hemp changed. This creation and cycling
of perceptions will be dealt with later on in this paper.
Hemp is known to not only have massive
pharmaceutical benefits, but it can also be used in the
production of hemp-based clothing. Furthermore, the
failure of the state to offer productive forms of
agricultural incentives pushes the peasantry towards
drug barons who co-opt the labour and land of the
peasantry in order to grow several acres of hemp plants.
These plants are then packaged and sold not only
within Nigeria, but are also sent to Europe. The
prohibition of the hemp plant only goes on to further
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smother local peasant agricultural economies and
heightens the need to continue to grow the hemp
plant Finally, by disengaging with the benefits of
bringing the drug trade of hemp leaves into the
formal sector, the state robs their own national
treasury of vast potential revenue. This is why
serious considerations should be taken by
government policy makers to “legalize it” not only
in Nigeria, but in other parts of Africa that deal
with substantial drug trading units within their
borders.
From the Illicit to the Licit Economy
The
epistemology
of
institutional
boundaries of the informal sector in what is defined
as legal and legitimate lies at the center of why
drugs are relegated to a position in the renegade
economy. The gap between legitimacy and legality
is important because when a large group, in this
case those who participate in the drug trade, define
an action as socially acceptable despite the
established laws and regulations deeming it to be
illegal and illegitimate we are left with what Webb
et al. call a “cooperative group”. Based on
collective identity theory there are cooperative
groups of people who willingly operate outside of
the formal institutional boundaries and by doing so
they are justifying the informal sector. Therefore,
in the case of the drug trafficking, many people are
authorizing it through their ongoing participation in
the trade and can therefore be seen as socially
acceptable. This assumption is marred by the
reality of past norms that have made it legally
unacceptable and thus illegal.The participation of
illicit entrepreneurs represents a large population in
support of the trade, but even the economic realities
of cocaine and the drug trade in Peru are a reason
why it should be decriminalized, formalized, and
integrated into the formal sector.
Under Peruvian law the growing of coca
leaf is legal and protected by the status of
indigenous groups. In spite of this legalization of
coca leaf the indigenous communities of Peru are
not degenerative drug addicts as many would claim
to be the case if aspects of the drug trade were
legalized. Peru has taken the steps in formalizing
the informal by legalizing coca leaf growth which
they have become heavily dependent on. Cocaine is
far more lucrative and economically rewarding in a
Peruvian economy that during the epitome of the
drug trade was extremely deficient. The economic
benefits of the drug trade resulted in the creation of
a small middle class (Morales 1990, 100). Such
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success could be seen in the formalization of drugs on
the Nigerian economy.
In the same way that alcohol and cigarettes are
dealt with in the United States, Nigeria could deal with
drug consumption through a similar model. By creating
a “legal regime associated with the production, sale,
and consumption of drugs” (Miron and Zwiebel 1995,
189) the black market for drugs would disappear due to
restrictions on supply and the Nigerian state would be
able to benefit from the profitable industry of drugs.
This level of formalized control has also shown that
consumption will not necessarily increase because the
past legalization of alcohol did not result in an increase
of consumption.
Conclusion
Many would argue that the trading of drugs
causes social chaos. My hope is that through a new lens
of understanding that such claims are lessened due to
the existence of the drug itself and more a factor of the
prohibition methods that aim to fight drugs which then
exacerbate and allow for violence, poverty, and
addiction to fester. Economic development in Nigeria
was not a result of the trading of drugs. Instead the
economic policies of the state, civil warfare, and the
foreign war on drugs factored into the decaying of the
state which allowed for the trade to blossom. Even
though the path is not easy continued economic
development in Nigeria will create conditions that will
allow for the eventual absorption of the drug sector into
the licit economy. This is an approach that Nigeria and
other developing African states should consider when
deciding how to deal with illicit economic trades.
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Dispelling Development Myths
Myth #1: Countries Are Poor Because They
Don’t Have Enough Natural Resources
By Maria Fustic
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Myth #2: “There just isn’t enough to go
around”
By Cameron Lee
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Possibly the most common answer to the question,“why
is this country poor?” is “it doesn’t have enough natural
resources.” The logic behind this answer is fairly
straightforward: without natural resources, countries
lack a fundamental source of employment and
economic growth, thus leading to poverty. Many
journalists and academics however, actually argue
against this common rhetoric. According to the
“paradox of plenty” or “resource curse” argument,
which will be elaborated on later, natural resources are
actually a cause of poverty, not a source of prosperity.1
The reality is extremely complex, and likely doesn’t fall
into the binary of either “this” or “that”. When
dispelling development myths, we must be wary of not
responding with myths of our own; rather, we must
look at the facts, engage in debate, be open to criticism,
and make sure to distinguish between causation and
correlation.
The short answer to whether countries are actually poor
because they don’t have enough resources is that this
may contribute to poverty in some cases; for example, a
landlocked country may have no access marine
resources such as fish, or to easy trading routes, hurting
its economy. On the other hand, having many natural
resources, may also contribute to poverty in some
cases; for example, valuable oil and mineral deposits in
a country may nurture irredentist and internal conflicts
over those resources, foster greed and facilitate
corruption and patronage networks, or nourish
vulnerability from other countries that yearn to take
advantage of those resources (all assertions made by
the “resource curse” argument).2
Ultimately, not all countries that are poor are so as a
result of their resources or lack thereof. There may be a
correlation of either-or depending on the case at hand,
but there are always other factors at play, and it is
essential that we dig deep to find them.
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This myth not only perpetuates the false
perspective that scarcity is the root cause of
underdevelopment, but it sweeps aside the problem
of unequal distribution of land resources. Many
believe that due to massive growth in population
over the past century, eliminating world hunger has
become an unrealistic and unattainable goal.
However, according to recent statistics, “for the
past two decades, the rate of global food production
has increased faster than the rate of global
population growth. The world already produces
more than 1 ½ times enough food to feed everyone
on the planet“1. So why is it, then, that world
hunger seems to be a problem so persistent, so
indestructible in the eyes of the world? This leads
us to the discussion of the underlying systematic
unequal distribution of resources that exists today,
where “a minority of the world's population (17%)
consume most of the world's resources (80%),
leaving almost 5 billion people to live on the
remaining 20%..., and the world's 500 or so
billionaires [have] assets of 1.9 trillion dollars, a
sum greater than the income of the poorest 170
countries in the world.”2 A common example of
how this inequality is perpetuated is the allocation
of large plots of agricultural land to multinational
corporations that use mass agricultural techniques
to export resources to other nations, all the while
leaving local farmers with smaller, infertile lands
that have little capacity for crop yield.3 There is a
particular necessity of resolving these problems of
resource distribution in developing countries,
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where agrarian reform will not only help bring about
social and economic justice, but if done properly, will also
lead to “increases in production at lower costs [using]
labor-intensive multiple cropping systems [that] produce
higher yields with fewer inputs”3
Perhaps this may result in people shaking their heads at
governmental institutions of developing nations for poor
distribution of land. This may also lead to the conclusion
that the problem of world hunger lies at the feet of greedy
multinational corporations. However, before making this	
  
assumption, it is imperative to acknowledge that “a price
has been set and estimated by the United Nations to solve
[the world hunger] crisis- $30 billion a year.”4 Although
this may seem like an unimaginably large sum of money,
statistics show that in 2016 alone, the U.S. defense budget
and military spending added up to a whopping $598
billion5. This means that the U.S alone could have ended
world hunger in 2016 had they cut their military budget
by a mere 5% . This is a disturbing statistic that can make
anyone feel uneasy, especially those who have previously
dismissed the importance of foreign aid to developing
nations. Although long term solutions to poverty may
require an implementation of many different reform
measures within the insecure nation itself, it is not
unreasonable to say that world hunger could still be
eliminated this very moment. Therefore, food poverty is
not a problem of scarcity, but rather an issue of unequal
distribution of abundant resources followed by a lack of
willingness to eradicate underdevelopment once and for
all.
1. Gimenez, E. H. (2012, May 02). We Already Grow Enough Food For
10 Billion People -- and Still Can't End Hunger. Retrieved April 10,
2017, from http://www.huffingtonpost.com/eric-holt-gimenez/worldhunger_b_1463429.html
2.Social & Economic Injustice. (n.d.). Retrieved April 13, 2017, from
http://worldcentric.org/conscious-living/social-and-economic-injustice
3. Five Myths About Food and Hunger. (2011, September 15). Retrieved
April 10, 2017, from http://www.context.org/iclib/ic42/myths/
4. The Cost to End World Hunger. (2016, May 02). Retrieved April 10,
2017, from https://borgenproject.org/the-cost-to-end-world-hunger/
5. Taylor, A., & Karklis, L. (2016, February 09). This remarkable chart
shows how U.S. defense spending dwarfs the rest of the world. Retrieved
April 10, 2017, from
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/02/09/t
his-remarkable-chart-shows-how-u-s-defense-spending-dwarfs-therest-of-the-world/?utm_term=.628a8c596c40
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Myth 3 – “Poor people are poor because
they are lazy”
By Michele Zampa

Photo by Richard Overtoom

There is a belief shared by a considerable amount
of individuals, especially in first world countries,
that people who struggle with adverse economic
conditions are in such a situation because they
are lazy. This statement is preposterous for a
number of reasons. Firstly, it grossly generalizes
a phenomena as complex as poverty to a very
simplistic and misguided explanation. In this
light, it does not take into account variables such
as the fluctuations of the labour market or the
overall economic situation of any given nation.
Secondly, such a narrative allows those who hold
it to overlook serious and very real problems that
some people are facing by ascribing them to a
ridiculous
concept
such
as
“laziness”.
Subsequently, the public’s reception for political
platforms that comprise policies of aid toward
people struggling with adverse economic
conditions is sometimes cold because of such
misconception.
In this regard, the U.S. constitutes a
fitting example. Thus, while even presidential
candidates described low-income families as
“takers”, inasmuch as they would rely on
governmental aid, a report shows that more than
7 in 10 low-income families were working [2].
Moreover, it is safe to assume that most of the
unemployed find themselves in such a condition
not as a result of their own choice but because of
their inability to find jobs available to them. In
this regard, ascribing poverty to laziness allows
the individuals supporting such a narrative not to
feel guilty in promoting policies that would
decrease governmental aid to low-income
families, which would arguably require more
taxation for the former. In short, such a narrative
allows them to withhold aid and ignore the plight
of economically challenged people for their own
benefit, while at the same time avoiding
guilt because it moves the blame to the ‘poor’ who
are ‘lazy’.
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Furthermore, in the case of the U.S., such myths
prevent the analysis of the poverty phenomena not only
in itself, but in accordance to other national problems
strictly related to it, such as the economic difficulties of
minority groups. Thus, low-income working families
are disproportionately constituted by individual
belonging to racial or ethnic minorities: a report shows
that in 2011, “42 percent of all working families had at
least one minority parent, but 59 percent of low-income
working families had one or more minority parents”[3].
Thus, explaining poverty with laziness would not only
allow one to ignore the plight of low-income families
themselves, but also how the racial structure in the U.S.
overlaps with such a dynamic.
[1] Glennie, Jonathan. "Poor people want to be poor, they say. Really?
| Jonathan Glennie." The Guardian. Guardian News and Media, 03
Aug. 2012. Web. 22 Apr. 2017.
[2] U.S. Low-Income Working Families Increasing. N.p., n.d. Web.
21 Apr. 2017.
[3] Ibid.

Myth #4: Poverty Causes High Fertility Rates
By Taylor Piotrowski
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Poverty and high fertility rates [1] are closely connected
because in most of the poorest regions of the world
women are having too many children which they then
cannot financially support [2]. However, a common
myth is that women have the choice to regulate fertility
instead of being subject to sociopolitical conditions that
influence the total number of children she bears. This
myth is centered around the idea of cause and effect
which states that having more children amplifies a
family’s financial hardships. Yet, researchers have
indicated that the number of children in a family is not
the primary condition for economic growth [3], but
rather improved social status and education will
decrease mean fertility and consequently reduce
poverty rates by increasing a woman's income [4]. As a
result, a woman’s fertility decisions are due to her
limited access
to
education
and
workforce
opportunities.
Research has consistently shown that
education and the empowerment of women plays a key
role in the ideational theories of fertility decline [5].
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Participation in non-familial institutions will
reduce time spent at home and weaken the
influence of traditional values that deny women
independence [6], therefore reducing the desire for
more children. Education will increase egalitarian
values that encourage female independence and
lead to small families and more calculated
childbearing decisions. Schooling also contributes
to the quality over quantity theory [5] where
parents limit the quantity of children in order to
increase the quality of each child’s life. Finally,
school teaches new skills increasing women’s
contraceptive
knowledge
and
workforce
opportunities, thereby altering her desire for
having more children. Ultimately, higher total
fertility will increase a woman’s time spent caring
for her children and will decrease workforce
participation and average income[5].
Improved education will increase time
spent in school and will effectively postpone
marriage and childbearing. The 1960-69 cohort of
British women was recorded in a Demographic
Research article that one who has her first child
before the age of 20 will have an average completed
family size of 3.13 children compared to the average
1.52 children recorded of a woman having her first
child between 35-39 years old [7].
Therefore, high fertility rates are not a result of
poverty but a result of educational opportunities
and a women’s overall status in society which limits
their workforce participation and overall income.
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